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THE COMMUNICATOR

Responding to God's love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an
inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, education,
fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God.

1 9 - 9

By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent

The Stewardship Pledge Drive Blast-off Sunday is October 11. To enable the 2010
ministry and mission of FCUCC, pledges must be received by November 11.

Our congregation is on an odyssey, an adventure into uncharted territory
powered and led by God's Grace. Of primary importance...
1. the crew, the church staff, fully recruited and falrly compensated
2. the mothership, the church facility, fully functional and well-maintained
3. the intergalactic community, extending our reach
4. new forms of life, children, youth, and elders fully on board

#9 # %:; Pick up your personalized pledge packet October 11. Make a pledge by
November 11. Join the 2010 Grace Odyssey aboard the S.S. First Congregational.
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By Rev. Jacque Franklin

Stephen Ministry Leaders invite you to a workshop for discerning your spiritual
gifts. The workshop, “ 2 5 ?” willbe ledby % # and % @
*2* @ on two Sundays after church, $ and

What is the meaning of life? Find your gifts; use them for the purposes to which
God has given them to you; and questions of meaning, purpose and identity will
resolve themselves as you discern, use, and deepen your gifts.

22 A Once you have identified your gifts, the next steps are to identify
where and how you can best use your gifts. You will have an opportunity to do
this at the workshops. You could begin by reflecting on some of these points:

. - - % - At what age and stage of life am | at? Should | seek an
opportunity to learn, deepen, and grow? Am | ready to be given major
responsibility without close supervision? Could | offer wisdom and nurture to
others? What are my personal needs? What are my family responsibilities?
How much time and energy do | have available?

. - Am | outgoing? Do | prefer to work with one or two others? Am |
comfortable with strangers or prefer people | know? With what age groups do
| connect? Am | comfortable with people from different backgrounds than my
own? What level of stress, noise, and energy can | cope with? Can | keep
commitments without supervision?

e C - What is the level of my personal relationship with God, and
of my daily discipleship?

Apart from many useful and practical reasons for discerning your gifts, the most
profound reason is simply that your gifts are the place where God is closest to
you in your life. Go where your gifts are and you will be closer to the source of
those gifts - God. Can’t find God in your life? Chances are you haven’t found your
true gifts either. Since gifts are always given for a purpose, finding your gifts will
also put you closer to God’s purpose for your life.

(For more information about the workshops contact the church office.)
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The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity,
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions
no later than Friday, October 16™, 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and
include your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.
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Shekhinah: A Movement Ministry
of First Congregational Church

Please come and join us for The
Moving Word? a program of
Shekhinah, the movement
ministry at FCC. The mission of
Shekhinah is to embody the
healing love of God through
movement, scripture, and
prayer. The fall program began
on Saturday, September 19th,
beginning with a warm up at
8:45 a.m. and then the practice
from 9-10 a.mG This year, at The
Moving Word, we will follow
closely the scriptures used each
week during Sunday worship
service. You will have an
opportunity to deepen into
Sunday's scripture by reading it,
moving to it, and embodying it
the Saturday before at The
Moving Word. If you have been
wishing to further integrate
these scriptural teachings, this is
a beautiful way to do just that.
Childcare is available at no cost.

5"0$ 5

10 a.m. Sundays in the Chapel

Sept. 20, 27, and Oct 4

“The Gospel of Thomas -

A Blueprint for Spiritual Growth”
Bruce Sage

Oct. 11 & 18
“Science & Spirituality”
Jim White & Sid Shelton

Oct. 25

"There’s Nothing There (there’s
nothing in the universe, but that
nothing is really something)”
Don A. Fletcher
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Would you like to donate a
prayer shawl, a baby blanket, or
a scarf? [The baby blankets and
scarves go to Uganda to an
orphanage]. You may purchase
the yarn, place it in the basket
on the Chancel on Sunday
morning, and then watch for
your yarn to become a beautiful
act of loving creation. For a
shawl we need three or four
skeins of Lion Brand Homespun
from the same dye lot. For a
baby blanket we need three
skeins of TLC baby yarn in
various colors. For a scarf we
need 6 skeins or balls (50
grams/1 % oz) of 3-ply or sport
weight yarn in bright colors.
These are available at all craft
stores.
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Hello All! My name is Marta
Fioriti and | just joined the staff
at here at FCUCC this September
as the Youth and Young Adults
Coordinator. My theme in the
next few months will be to
emphasize the connectedness of
our faith community and to
encourage our youth to see
themselves as “one” even when
they aren’t together at church.

| am excited to develop
programs that will strengthen
their faith and help them to
understand their own faith
journey as one that is special
and unique.

Every youth (6™ grade through
12" grade) and their family will
be receiving information about
registration for teens and about
specific programs. | would love
to hear from you—your ideas,
interests or stories about the
youth ministry.

I am in the church office M-F 9-
12pm or you can send me a note
via e-mail: marta@fcucc.org.

“We are one, and the truth of
life is love.”
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Praying with Joyce Rupp's
“May | Have This Dance”

Joyce Rupp invites readers to
join God in the dance of life.
Through prayer, guided
meditation, and reflection we
create a space for ourselves

to move through life with
awareness of God's presence.
We'll explore a different theme
each month that is connected to
daily life and the seasons of the
year. The theme for October is
"The Falling Leaves." Certified
spiritual director Karin Henrik-
sen will facilitate this prayer
group at FCC, which will take
place every first Monday of the
month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in
the church library, starting on
Monday, October 5. Everyone is
welcome, no need to sign up,
commit or RSVP. Having a copy
of the book is helpful, but not
necessary. Sponsored by the FCC
Spiritual Formation Committee.
For more info, contact Karin at
228-0186 or via email at
karin.j.henriksen@gmail.com.
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A contemplative service of the
heart using silences, readings,
and the singing of chants.

This service’s theme is SOUND.
Handbells will help deepen our
chanted prayers.

Thursday, Oct. 22" at 7:00 p.m.
Come! All are welcome!
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Plymouth Circle will meet
Wednesday, October 7 in the
Founders’ Room at 1:00 p.m.
The program will be given by
Jacque Franklin. Hostesses are
Muriel and Miriam. All women of
the church are invited to attend.
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Staff & volunteers are working to
improve our church’s policies and
procedures so that in the unlikely
event of an emergency, we will be
able to safely evacuate the building:
» Updated Evacuation Plans in

each room to include locations
of First Aid Boxes, Fire Alarm
Pull Stations, Telephones, and
Fire Extinguishers.

* Refreshed First Aid Boxes.

» Trained Session | Sunday School
Teachers on evacuation
procedures.

» Designated Swan Law Funeral
Home as a safe gathering space
in the event of an evacuation.

e Updated child registration forms
to include emergency
evacuation information for
parents to read and sign.

* Continued work with the
church’s architect and general
contractor regarding future
accessibility improvements to
the interior spaces.

This fall, we will be training
additional staff and volunteers on
procedures and offering Adult/Child
CPR classes. We will continue work-
ing through the Safety Committee’s
recommendations to the Church
Council for preserving our funda-
mental nature as a welcoming
congregation, even as we improve
our ability to safely respond to
emergency situations.

The Church Council would like to
encourage members to fully
participate in an All Church Fire Drill
on October 25" to test our fire
alarm system & new procedures.
During the organ postlude at the end
of the second worship service, the
entire congregation will join
together in exiting the buildings as
directed and gathering in the Swan
Law Funeral Home parking lot. Don’t
worry - having the fire alarm
activated during the organ postlude
was Frank’s idea!
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The Justice and Peace Committee’s “Feed Your Mind” film forum
continues with three more films on diverse issues of social justice. All films
are shown on Friday nights, and begin with a 6:30 p.m. Potluck Dinner in
the Founders’ Room, and a 7:00 p.m. film showing followed by a
moderated discussion. Attendees are asked to bring a dish to share.

The schedule for remaining films in the series is as follows:

26 + H&l > 9 )
The movie zeroes in on the on-going struggle for Jerusalem. In 1948, the
western part of the city came under Israeli control, and in 1967, the
eastern part fell under occupation. This 2008 documentary by Mohammed
Alatar takes you on a journey exposing Israel’s policy to gain supremacy
and hegemony over the city and its inhabitants, which includes driving
Palestinian Muslims and Christians out of the city; denying their presence,
history, and ties to the land. It also touches on the future of the city:
Jerusalem is the key to peace; without Jerusalem, there is no peace for
anyone.

6G 1 H&" O * % 5 )
Award-winning director Irena Salina investigates what experts label the
most important political and environmental issue of the 21st Century.
Salina builds a case against the growing privatization of the world's
dwindling fresh water supply with an unflinching focus on politics,
pollution, human rights, and the emergence of a domineering world water
cartel. Interviews with scientists and activists intelligently reveal the
rapidly building crisis, at both the global and human scale, and the film
introduces many of the governmental and corporate culprits behind the
water grab, while begging the question, "CAN ANYONE REALLY OWN
WATER?"

5 I H& J)

With health care in the national spotlight, it seemed appropriate to show
activist-filmmaker Michael Moore’s 2007 documentary about the state of
health care in America and around the world. The words "health care” and
"comedy” aren't usually found in the same sentence, but in the movie
'SiCKO,’ they go together hand in (rubber) glove.

'SiCKO' is a straight-from-the-heart portrait of the crazy and sometimes
cruel U.S. health care system, told from the vantage of everyday people
faced with extraordinary and bizarre challenges in their quest for basic
health coverage. Moore then looks at universal free health care systems in
Canada, France, Britain, and Cuba, debunking all the fears (lower quality
of care, poorer compensation for doctors, big-government bureaucracy)
that have been used to dissuade Americans from establishing such a system
here. In the tradition of Mark Twain or Will Rogers, 'SiCKO' uses humor to
tell these compelling stories, while soundly condemning American health
insurance companies and pharmaceutical companies, as well as the
politicians who have been paid millions to do their bidding.

All films are free and open to the public. If you will need child care to
attend, please let us know in advance. For more information, contact Paul
Carpenter, Chairperson of the J&P Committee, at First Congregational
Church, 635-3549.
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By Rev. Jacque Franklin

We are excited to announce the
Parish Nurse Program, approved by
the Council in June, 2009. This
program, which combines ethical
and spiritual care-giving with health
care, will be managed by a <
C *x , which will pro-
vide planning and structure for the
program. This committee will con-
nect to the church structure through
Care and Fellowship with council/
pastoral support and accountability.

Since the program is intended for
members of all ages, the Health
Ministry Committee is charged with
discerning the needs of the congre-
gation. They hope to attract mem-
bers to serve on the committee;
conduct a membership survey; visit
homebound & those facing surgery
or recovering from an illness. They
hope to hear directly from interest-
ed and concerned members. The
committee will emphasize health
education and counseling; disease
risk prevention and risk reduction;
local healthcare resources; and
healthcare advocacy for church
members and their families. It is the
intention of the Committee to work
with Bereavement, Funeral Services,
Stephen Ministry, & Safety Council.

The first Parish Nurse is **

% 22 , RN, BSN. Nancy has
been a member of the congregation
since April, 2007. She is also a
Stephen Minister and a volunteer
nurse with Mission Medical Clinic.
Nancy brings to us over 45 years of
professional nursing practice in
community health, school health,
occupational health, clinic health,
and hospice nursing. For more
information about Parish Nursing or
Health Community Nursing, contact
Nancy Lippincott at
nlppnctt@aol.com or call her at 632-
1631.

( (:l l> %> w 9
<"J = K( as liturgist; # ( -5& =
for the brass musical offering; I and the
for their vocal musical offering; 9 Soliad for the
Grace Filled Fellowship food and information;  *>* % Saliad
for a fun picnic at America the Beautiful Park. : < @ ?
@? ? -< * 2 0* 21 " ?2(E
< 295 % * 24 9 ?, 1 7 1 -7
-Np 21 - ? C 7> ?79* 9
% ?: 9 -?2J5 ?7# # 7 *
> J *221 * ?and> O @ for leading worship;
, 1 ?J35 21 " ?and J - for their
musical offering; Jazz Ensemble: # 7% 9 71 -
C# D 95 72 ? 5 J 7# < ? %
% *@ &1 0] Marian House Volunteers: 1 @ , 21
1 ¥ J - 7?2 = J - 7% > ?2:5
# ?7 5 & ( @ I " for teaching the
Sunday School children embodied worship, with support from " &
2 ; % ( - 5 forsupplying a cleansing and organizing
spmt in the Church Nursery & classrooms; 1 < 5 for dusting
pews; < &C@ C O for updating the Welcome
Booklet; C @ : A as liturgist, the 51
9 * I | , who have arranged the Atrium sculpture
for the past 3 years; and | , 2 for leading

last week’s Sunday School.

,1 91 K : 1 , | % @ / father, surgery pending at
Mayo Clinic; - of Clear Lake, lowa, mother-in-law of :

; C | , recovering from surgery; : # -?
prolonged recovery from knee surgery; , < @ recovering from an
appendectomy; ? ? -

adjusting to new routines, going back to school or leavmg for college
/ grandfather, = @ ? as he recovers from surgery.

%9"" 9 K?* - on the death of her husband, #
- ?8/24. An open house was held on 9/19 from 1- 4 pm in the

Founders’ Room. # % > on the death of his brother 1
*  on the death of mother - August 5 -
Services held on Oct 10, 2:00 p.m.; ** -2 | ?

* onthedeathof * - - AlUs life was celebrated at a Memorial

Service on Friday, Aug. 21.

1o =% > Kstudent dancers who successfully auditioned for
the 2009-10 Ormao performing ensemble and repertory groups:
1 (Youth Ensemble), 1 # ? # *9? <
(Junior Repertory), and J C (Senior Repertory).
# 9 I = , member since 1992, as she moves to be near
family in Tennessee. Ann’s new address is 801 Vanosdale Rd., Apt. 509,
Knoxville, TN, and her new phone number is (865) 692-4969.

1561
jacque@fcucc.org.

L " @ , Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or
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CPR for the Soul;
Surviving and Thriving
in Stressful Times

Friday/Saturday, Feb. 5/6, 2010

Calling all guys of all ages - are you
interested in spending a Friday
evening through Saturday afternoon
at La Foret next midwinter -
exploring ways to restore your soul?

In February, Tom Stella will guide us
through retreat activities that will
nourish us with CPR for the Soul.
Just as our bodies need to be
revived from time to time, so do our
souls. The same problems and
pressures that create stress and
make us vulnerable to somatic
disease can cause us to lose touch
with the deep spiritual core of our
being - the sacred center that is our
truest self. When this occurs we
become susceptible to illness of
every sort.

CPR (concentration, perception,
response) for the Soul will address a
way of living that can reduce stress
and foster health of body, mind, and
spirit.

Tom Stella, is an author, chaplain,
co-founder of Soul-Link, occasional
Adult Forum speaker, and is widely
recognized as a spiritual director
and retreat leader.

Plus meditative/contemplative time
in a beautiful, serene setting,
music, food, fellowship and more!

Contact Dave Seyfert for more
information or to be put on an email
distribution list for retreat updates
(473-5126; daveseyfert1@msn.com).

(oo1 <, # ,>(
Article #3 in a series
By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Minister

The Book of Worship of the United Church of Christ reads that a person is
incorporated into the universal church, the body of Christ, through the
sacrament of baptism. The water, words, and actions of the sacrament are
visible signs that convey the Christian’s burial and resurrection with Jesus
Christ (Romans 6:3-4). Belonging to the Body of Christ through baptism
comes before joining a local congregation through a membership ritual.
Baptism is considered a gift of God and our human response to that gift. It
symbolizes the union with Christ, with each other, and with the church of
every time and place.

In the United Church of Christ people are baptized either as children or
adults. When an infant or young child is baptized, one or both parents
promise to assume certain responsibilities for Christian nurture of the
child. Those who are baptized at an early age are given an opportunity in
their youth to make a personal profession of faith through Confirmation.
Our Confirmation classes have traditionally been for 9" and 10" graders
and held every other year. They are given a mentor for Confirmation to
meet together on a regular basis. Adult candidates for baptism may have a
sponsor also.

Baptism is a central celebration in the life of the local church as it
represents the universal church in this particular place. For this reason
baptism should take place in the presence of the community of faith
gathered for public worship. Baptism should occur only once in a person’s
life. In the United Church of Christ, baptisms from other traditions are
recognized and honored. Water is an essential element of baptism.
Candidates for baptism may elect sprinkling, immersion, or pouring. When
candidates are baptized in our sanctuary they are mostly sprinkled but
some would describe it as a cross between pouring and sprinkling since the
candidates do get quite wet. If immersion is chosen we “borrow” the
baptismal pools of a local church. It is possible to be baptized outside in a
natural pool of water.

By baptism, a person becomes a member of Christ’s church universal and is
welcome at Christ’s table. For the newly baptized, the journey is from the
font to the feast of the table.
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Paul Carpenter
Wei Wei Laffely
Carol Bilbrey
Eli Hauber
Aaron Holslag
Aaron Marten
Luke Walker
James White
Ruth Heine
Jessica Stauffer
Marti Booth
Kristen Downs
Cyndy Kulp
Amy Wilson

Kay Branine
Cindy Donovan
Evan Kay
Richard Law
Greg McAfoos
Paul Rule

Will Austin
Dorothy Krimm
Brenner Morris
Paul McNeill
Mary Ripper-Baker
Ted Nace

Sarah Wilkerson
Emma Burton
Devin Cordonnier
Bill Kemp
Shannon Kilzer
Lauren Bailey
Siri Everett
Steve Getty
David Hyatt
Michael Briley
Larilou Shaw
Melissa Hallenbeck
David Harris
Cathy Virden
Sarah Stevens
Samantha Garrett
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Tom Connell

Gene Yelken
Marsha Garrett
Valerie Kulp
Susie Marten

Ed Doerffel
Rock Welch
Kenneth Hallenbeck
Nancy Dawson
Gage Mitchell
Ellen Brown
Wes Burnett
Kristy McAdams
LilliAna Austin
Will Clark
Morgan Qualls
Lila Steyert
Phyllis White
Abby Smith
Bruce Warren
Phoebe Belteau
Gail Finlay
Sasha Kandrach
Warren Pease
Anne Stefonik
John Cunningham
Heather Eslinger
Annalise Fricke
Lin Quinlan
Barbara Shelton
Tiffany Hauber
Chris Martell
Missy Marten
Michael McAdams
Jean Hagerman
Casey Tencick

Keegan Kurzenberger

Kate Reimer
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10/3 Jean & Douglas Hagerman

10/7 Barbara & Rudi Niemiec

10/7 Lisa & Timothy Tougas

10/8 Liz & Tom Ryan

10/8 Barbara Schaefer & Bill Edmondson

10/8 Shirley & Don Wick
10/11  Mary Beth & Roger France
10/11 Diane & Nathan Martin
10/22 Patty Walker & Roger Brooks
10/25 Diane & Ben Robinson
10/27 Kathy & Ted Lindeman
10/30 Mary Jane & Howard Ray
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MUsIC OF THE SOUL

The October 22 Taizé service will highlight
the importance of music in worship.

Beginning at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary, the
service will emphasize the importance of
music in our worship in general and in Taizé
style worship in particular. In addition to
piano and winds and strings, the chants in
the service will be accompanied by the Bells
of St. Vrain. The readings in the service will
focus on the importance of music to
"express the inexpressible."

The introduction to the collection of Taizé
songs Taizé: Songs for Prayer aptly
summarizes the purpose of music in Taizé
worship.

"Short songs, repeated again and again give
[Taizé worship] a meditative character.
Using just a few words, they express a basic
reality of faith, quickly grasped by the
mind. As the words are sung over many
times, this reality gradually penetrates the
whole being."

This simplicity allows the worshipper to
"deepen down" into prayer and mediation
while singing. A goal of singing, then, is for
all to "sing as one voice, with one heart."
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Communion is celebrated at both services and a world
music ensemble reminds us of the global community of
which we are a part. Joyful Noise Children’s Choir sings
at 9:00 service and the Chancel Choir at 11:00. The
Neighbors in Need Special Offering is received and
Leadership Gifts are presented by members of the Staff
Team, Church Council, and Stewardship Committee. Rev.
Broadbent preaches a sermon entitled: The Cosmic
Christ.

Today we launch the effort to enable our mission and
ministry in 2010. Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon
based on this year’s Stewardship theme: “2010: A Grace
Odyssey.” Members pick up personalized pledge packets
after services. A Baptism is celebrated at the 11:00
service.

8 H -
Our Pledge Drive continues with the presentation of a
painting by Ellen Brown called “l want to hold the hand
that holds the world.” Rev. Kate Holbrook, Presbyterian
(PCUSA) minister and chaplain at Colorado College,
preaches. The Bells of Saint Vrain Handbell Choir plays at
both services.

+H<
Our Pledge Drive continues with an original song by Paul
Schwotzer and Jenny Chapman. 30, 40 & 50-year
members are honored. Rev. Broadbent preaches a
sermon, entitled “The Care of Souls,” based on the
process theology of Daniel Day Lewis, pastor of our
church from 1936 to 1938. At the close of the 11:00
service, an “historic” evacuation drill interrupts the
postlude. Be ready!

: On November 1, the chancel will be decorated
with portraits of loved ones who have died. Bring your
portrait to the church office by Wednesday, October 28
for inclusion on the altar.

* e K
All Souls/All Saints Sunday, Stewardship Celebration
Sunday, Reign of Christ Sunday, 1°* Sunday in Advent




