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THE 2010: GRACE ODYSSEY HITS LIGHT SPEED 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent, Lead Minister 
 
By the time you receive this issue of the Communicator, we will be nearing the 
dramatic conclusion of our annual Stewardship Pledge Drive to enable the 
ministry and mission of FCUCC of Colorado Springs in 2010. If you have not yet 
made a pledge, please do so ASAP. November 11 is the final day by which to 
make a pledge and have it count on Celebration Sunday, November 15.  
 
As encouragement, I want to respond to a few comments I have heard recently: 
 
“Why do we have to talk about money so much? Isn’t Stewardship about more 
than giving money to the church? It doesn’t seem very spiritual.”  
Each year, the Stewardship Committee chooses a book to guide our work in 
educating the congregation on what “Stewardship” means and in launching a fun 
and meaningful Stewardship Pledge Drive. This year, we read Mark Allan Powell’s 
“Giving to God: The Bible’s Good News about Living the Generous Life.” In it, 
Powell cites various quotes about Stewardship, including “Stewardship is what we 
do after we say we believe” (Clarence Stoughton).  
 
So, yes, Stewardship is about more than giving money to the church. Powell also 
points out that the only topic Jesus addresses more 
than money is the Kingdom of God, so Stewardship of 
money must be important. In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Matthew 6:21). In other words, the 
spiritual practice of giving money has a way of leading 
our heart and directing all forms of stewardship we 
have to offer – our time, energy, attention, gifts, skills, hopes, etc. In this sense, 
giving money has the potential to be the most transforming spiritual practice 
available to us.   
 
“Will the church’s budget grow in 2010?”  
The Church Council and I are hoping the budget will grow to accommodate our 
expanding ministry. It entirely depends upon pledges by members and friends of 
FCUCC. Using headings from this year’s campaign brochure, growing our budget 
can accomplish the following:  

1. CREW - Continue incrementally increasing salaries to compensate staff at 
a level comparable to churches and non-profits of a similar size. 

2. MOTHER SHIP - Build a maintenance budget to care for our facilities, 
especially to maintain newly renovated/restored areas. 

3. INTERGALACTIC DIPLOMACY - Direct mission funds that support charitable 
giving and that advocate for social issues important to our congregation 
(Juneteenth, Pastors for Peace, Middle East Peace process, etc.). 

4. SIGNS OF LIFE - Fund budget lines that provide adequate staffing, 
supplies, and other resources to improve programs for children, youth, 
young adults, and elders. 

 
“This year has been hard. I don’t feel I can make a pledge at this time.” 
Please pledge something. Your Stewardship Committee members mean it when 
they say “No pledge is too small or too large.” By not pledging, you’re saying, 
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To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, November 13th, 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and 
include your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 

CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
GENDER EXPRESSION, 
MEANS, ABILITY, AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 

JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 

THROUGH CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO 

EDUCATION, AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. 
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N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE 
The Plymouth Circle will meet 
on Wednesday, November 4th in 
the Founders’ Room at 1:00 p.m. 
This is our annual Ring-Along 
time. Hostesses will be Wanda 
Skarke and Dolly Eager.  
 
Devotions will be presented by 
Kath Kreps. The program will be 
led by Carol Fields. The Daytime 
Bells of Saint Vrain will play 
some bell music. Then the 
Plymouth Circle members will 
have a turn to ring and sing 
some songs. Guests are invited 
to join us for a fun afternoon. 
 

FCC BOOK DISCUSSION 

GROUP 
The FCC Book Discussion Group 
meets quarterly in members’ 
homes to discuss the selected 
novel.  We invite anyone who 
likes to read to join us.   
 
Typically, we choose one book 
from each of the following 
categories each quarter: 
 
• Classic 
• Best Seller 
• Spiritual/Religious Theme 
• Southwestern/Western 
 
The next meeting will be on 
Sunday, November 8 at George 
and Sharron Waterhouse’s home.  
Watch the church bulletin for 
details. RSVPs are requested for 
planning purposes for the hosts. 
 
Selected book: Say You’re One 
of Them by Uwem Akpan. This 
award-winning best seller is a 
powerful collection of short 
stories depicting life in war-torn 
Africa from the perspective of 
children. 
 

ADULT FORUM 
10 a.m. Sundays in the Chapel 

 
Nov. 1  
“Soulful Preaching that Moves  
Head, Heart, & Hands”  
by Benjamin Broadbent 
  
Nov. 8   
“Religion & Science: Strange  
Bedfellows or Partners in the  
Dance of Life?”  
by Tom Stella 
  
Nov. 15    
“The Myth of Spiritual Healing”  
by Larry Patzer 
 
Nov. 22                          
TBA 
  
Nov. 29      
“America’s Great Awakenings”  
by Mark Qualls & Dave Seyfert 
 

TAIZÉ PRAYER 
YOU’RE INVITED TO ATTEND  

 
OUR ANNUAL FIRST SUNDAY IN 

ADVENT 
 

TAIZÉ SERVICE OF PRAYER 
 

SUNDAY, NOV. 29TH AT 4:00 P.M. 
 
 

+COME AND BE BLESSED+ 
 

Hang an Advent Prayer Scroll on 
the Tree 

Sing—Listen—Pray 
 

This time of contemplative 
worship will enhance 

your journey into the season of 
Advent. 

 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 
Weekly Advent Taizé Prayer 

Services 
will follow in Dec. at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays...Dec. 8, 15, and 22. 

COPY EDITOR NEEDED 
Seeking Communicator Copy 
Editor  
 
by Chris Bjork, current Copy 
Editor 
 
I have edited contributions to 
the Communicator for over 4 
years. It has been a good way to 
know what is happening at FCC.  
It is also a good service outlet to 
our FCC community. We have a 
good system that invites 
contributions as e-mail 
attachments to the copy editor, 
currently me. I make only 
modest punctuation, grammar, 
or spelling changes and submit 
those revisions as e-mails to 
finish editor Kris Jones, whose 
good work you see as the 
published Communicator every 
month with the one- and two-
column formats, boxed “blurbs,” 
readable fonts, clip art, etc. 
 
As an editor wishing to retire by 
2010, I encourage any FCC 
member to consider becoming 
my replacement by mid-January 
2010. I offer direct training at 
my home computer as a good 
starting point as the new copy 
editor. 
 
Please reply to 
bjorkrobbins@msn.com. 
 
 

MEN’S RETREAT 
CPR for the Soul: 

Surviving and Thriving in 
Stressful Times 

 
Men’s Midwinter Retreat 

 
Friday/Saturday Feb. 5/6, 2010 

 
Registration beginning in 

November during coffee hour 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
As we head into the last few months 
of 2009, thanks to all of you, our 
pledged offerings are right on 
budget for year-to-date. While our 
unpledged offerings are down by 
$3,200, we attribute that to more 
people making pledges to the 
Church. On the expense side, our 
personnel expenses are about 
$21,000 below budget because we 
did not have a Youth and Young 
Adult Coordinator through the 
summer and because she is not full-
time. However, maintenance and 
repair costs are about $27,000 
compared to a budget of $8,600 
year-to-date, caused by repair of 
the plaster in the Sanctuary, 
replacement of several windows 
which were vandalized, replacement 
of water heaters, and other normal 
maintenance items.   
 
Overall, assuming that our pledges 
remain strong through the end of 
the year, we expect to end up with 
a balanced budget for 2009; 
however, we are relying on all of 
you to complete your 2009 pledge.  
If we see that you have fallen a bit 
behind at the end of October, we’ll 
send you a gentle reminder and a 
current contribution statement. As 
always, if your financial situation 
has changed and you are unable to 
complete your pledge, it is helpful 
to hear that from you. Please 
consider signing up for electronic 
giving too; it is an easy way to help 
you complete your pledge; forms 
are in the church office or at 
www.fcucc.org/FinancialSupport. 
 
As you may have noted in the 
Sunday bulletin, MG&O is 
approximately $2,200 under its 
budgeted revenues, but is having a 
significant impact on supported 
charities with gifts of $89,000 year-
to-date. 
 
As the Church increases in size and 
financial complexity, Council has 
decided to move toward “best 

practices” for nonprofit organizations: 
 

• We have engaged Capin & Crouse LLP, a certified 
accounting firm, to advise Ruth Roland through the 
remainder of this year as we transition from unaudited to 
audited financial statements, and to prepare audited 
financials for the Church in 2010 for the year 2009. While 
this will cost about $14,000, audited financial statements 
will assist with grants for interior renovations and other 
support for operations, historic restoration, and 
maintenance. Many grant-making organizations will only 
consider applications that are accompanied by audited 
financial statements. 

 

• In keeping with these highest standards, we will transition 
from our informal financial advisory committee to an audit 
committee with members from the congregation who are 
CPAs, auditors, and others well versed in financial affairs.  
Under the Church bylaws, the Council can appoint a 
committee to assist in administration of the Church’s core 
resources, and that will be a function of the audit 
committee. 

 

• With significant investment assets held by the Church, 
Council is considering use of professional investment 
advisors to enhance returns on the non-endowment 
investments. Given the significant reduced returns in the 
current economic climate, Council is determined to be 
good stewards in maximizing returns while prudent in 
conservative risk for these assets. 

 

• 2010: A Grace Odyssey is well under way with exciting 
energy, enthusiasm, and a bit of humor launched in this 
year’s stewardship campaign. If you have taken a careful 
look at the brochure and other information distributed for 
it, you’ll find many subtleties and artistic creativity as we 
be bold in our support for the Church for 2010! 

 
Bruce Warren 
Treasurer 
 

 
 

Grace Odyssey 2010 continued from Page 1… 
 
“I expect someone else to pay for the ministries I enjoy.” In saying this, I 
do not intend to lay a guilt trip, but to point out the reality that the 
church needs contributions from every member and that every person 
growing in faith needs to practice giving. If you’re giving what you can, 
and what you feel God is asking you to give, there is no reason to feel 
guilty. 
 
2010: A Grace Odyssey…  
Relying on God’s grace, we are on an epic journey, an odyssey, together, 
to live out our mission to embrace the Mystery of God. 

 

T R E A S U R E R ‘ S  R E P O R T 
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THANKSGIVING 
DINNER AT THE 
CHURCH 
 
A Thanksgiving dinner will be held at 
our church on Thanksgiving Day, 
Thursday, Nov. 26. The building will 
be open at noon and dining will 
commence at 1 p.m. This is a nice 
way to share in a feast without 
having all the work of preparation 
and clean-up. We will provide the 
turkey(s), and we ask each person or 
family to bring their favorite 
Thanksgiving dish with enough to 
share. We will work together to set-
up, serve, and clean-up. Bring 
yourself, your small family group, or 
large family group, and we’ll make a 
convivial group together. 
 
A sign up poster will be available in 
the Founders’ Room. If you have any 
questions, please contact Steve 
Brown, 328-1294, or 
skiabrown@mindspring.com. 
 

PRAYING WITH JOYCE 
RUPP’S BOOK 
 
Joyce Rupp invites readers to join 
God in the dance of life. Through 
prayer, guided meditation, and 
reflection we create a space for 
ourselves to move through life with 
awareness of God's presence. We 
explore a different theme each 
month that is connected to daily life 
and the seasons of the year. The 
theme for November is "God's 
faithful love." Certified spiritual 
director Jocelyn Bakkemo will 
facilitate the group on Monday, 
November 2 in the church library. 
Everyone is welcome, no need to 
sign up, commit or RSVP. Having a 
copy of the book (“May I Have This 
Dance”) is helpful, but not 
necessary. Sponsored by the FCC 
Spiritual Formation Committee. For 
more info, contact Karin Henriksen 
at 228-0186 or via email at 
karin.j.henriksen@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
THANK YOU to… those who prayed for Judy Kort during her recovery from 
surgery; Jack Holladay as liturgist, Julie Andrews for poetry; Colorato 
Quartet – Lee & Pam Lehmkuhl, Cindy & David Nath for musical offering; 
Dolly Eager, Karen Miskel, Lori Miskel, Janice Simonton, Chris Martell, 
Rick Purinton, Kyle Sundman, & Juan Riveros for serving Acacia Dinners 
10/4/09; Andrea Barker for the “Star Hat,” Teacher and Nursery subs last 
week, Casey Tencick, Sue Scott, Lisa Poffenberger, Tiffany Hauber &  
Pete Hokanson; Nancy & Kate Henjum, liturgists; Dylan Kern for 
Children’s Message; IHN volunteers providing meals, Lorelei & John 
Vollmer, Kate & Kee Warner, Rick & Blake Purinton, Angie Adams, 
Laura Pfender, and our partner congregation Temple Shalom; Sunday 
School teachers and subs Denise Ellsworth, Laura Pfender & Steve Getty; 
Jim Bramwell as liturgist; Handbell Choir’s musical offering; Getty & Glick 
families for landscaping work; Tom Dawson for being the All Church Camp-
Out photographer; Sara Qualls & Jim Matson for the meal at 8/9 OWL 
parent orientation; Kris Jones for creating 8/9 OWL Microsoft PowerPoint 
presentation; Angie Adams as liturgist; Laura Pfender for another 
successful Mission Fair; Marian House volunteers Rick Purinton, Jack 
Barber, Drew Robinson, Dave Babin, Mike & Becky Parrinella, Ted & 
Phoebe Belteau, & Karen Rowe; Joe Bair as liturgist; Marge Murray, for 
repairing beanbag chair from The Dwelling Place; All Church Camp-Out 
Committee for a great weekend at La Foret; Joan Ericson & Jim Matson, 
liturgists; Taizé Worship Team for worship and musical offerings; Sunday 
School teachers for attending trainings for this year’s first 8-week session. 
 
PRAYERS for… Dianne Benning returned to the hospital; Joy Rucker at 
Lifecare; Janelle Hayes surgery 10/29; many without insurance for needed 
medical treatment; Royce Field, home recovering from a fall; Judy Kort, 
recovering from surgery; family of Vaike Meenan, friend of Deidre 
Schoolcraft, who died at age 42 from cancer; Stephen Leaders Lynne 
Stefonik and Luke Cammack, preparing for the next Stephen Ministry 
Class; Lyn Boudreau’s father John Boudreau diagnosed with dementia; 
members unable to attend worship; Stephen Ministers and their Care 
Receivers.  
 
CONDOLENCES to… Scott Huger, on the loss of his mother; family and 
friends of Georgia Greene, Memorial Service held 10/10/09; Kendall 
Weiskopf on the death of her grandmother Barbara Weiskopf 9/22/09; 
Faye Gallegos on the death of husband Bill Gallegos 8/24/09, reception 
held on 9/19/09; Barb McAdams on the death of her father, Mike Britton 
of MT; Ted Nace and Julia Nace, family and friends on the loss of Lovina 
Nace, funeral services were held 9/11 in the FCC Sanctuary. 
 
CONGRATUALTIONS to… Wei Wei Laffely on her baptism 10/11/09; Pat & 
Rick Steffens on their new granddaughter born 10/8/09. Julie Jones-
Eddy, birth of granddaughter, Caroline Avery Eddy on 9/16/09; Joe Bair 
on his ordination, “Thanks to all who helped with the celebration!”   
 
CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or 
jacque@fcucc.org. 
 
 
 

T H A N K S G I V I N G  D I N N E R , J O Y C E  R U P P ,  &  C O M M U N I T Y  L I F E  
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MADRIGAL DINNER 
 
Noble Lords & Ladyes, all... 
You and Yours are invited to our 
annual Madrigal Dinner for Feasting, 
Singing and Merriment! In the Spirit 
of the Magical Days of the 
Renaissance, The Founders’ Room 
will become the Grete Hall in the 
Castle of your Imagination.   
 
Prithee journey with us in Spirit and 
fancy to Renaissance England on the 
evenings of December 3rd, 4th, and 
6th, 2009 in the Grete Hall of First 
Congregational, UCC, here to be 
royally feasted and entertained by 
Ye Singers of Madrigals, musicians of 
The Recorder Consort and the 
Players of the Realm. 
 
Beautiful Viands served at Candle lit 
tables by comely wenches and 
sturdy knaves, who will keep thy 
glasses filled, in the Grete Hall 
festooned with Christmas Greenery 
and hung with Banners as befits this 
festive and holy season. 
 
Come…Partake joyously with the 
Lords & Ladyes of the Court…Though 
spacious may be the Grete Hall, 
your noble seating is limited and 
tickets will be available each 
Sunday, between services, commen-
cing November 1st, 2009 in the 
Founders’ Room. If you have 
questions please contact Steve or 
Karen Brown at 328-1294 or 
skiabrown@mindspring.com or 
kbrown10@mindspring.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A PERSONAL ODYSSEY 
By Wil Green 
 
On October 11, while a rocket ship soared toward a giant star in the galaxy, I 
listened intently as Del Hokanson told a group of wide-eyed children sitting on 
the chancel steps that the entire congregation was beginning a six-week 
odyssey. Later, Benjamin explained that an odyssey was not just any ordinary 
journey; an odyssey is a journey on which things happen that transform our 
lives forever. As every teacher and preacher would hope their students and 
congregants would do, then and there I began to apply their words to my own 
life, reflecting that my personal odyssey began at the age of nineteen when I 
confirmed the vows of my infant baptism and made a commitment to Jesus 
and the church. Since then, every important decision—marriage, education, 
career, parenting—has been influenced by that singular act of faith. 

Although I had no knowledge of it at the time, I would fulfill that 
vocation/calling to be a Christian as an ordained minister and I would be 
accompanied on that journey by a member of the Pilgrim Fellowship (church 
youth group) who fifty-three years ago became my partner, wife, soul mate, 
and friend. Side-by-side, Dolores and I became a team seeking to be faithful to 
our individual callings by combining our spiritual gifts in the service of others 
through pastoral ministry. 

I know of no other occupation that affords the privileges we have enjoyed.  
Who other than the pastor is invited to share deeply in others’ lives “in plenty 
and in want, in joy and in sorrow, in sickness and in health,” on the 
mountaintops and in the valleys, in every conceivable human condition?  
(Members of our generation will recognize the quoted ritual.)  But it was not a 
one-way street. In reaching out to touch the lives of others, our lives were 
blessed. Our family was welcomed, we were supported, we were nurtured, 
and we were loved. Deep, cherished friendships established during the years of 
active ministry continue to contribute to our joy and sustain us in these years 
of retirement. 

In response to these countless grace moments, Dolores and I have remembered 
in our estate plan our home church that nurtured us during childhood and 
adolescence, each of the churches we have served, and the church of which 
we are currently members. It’s our way of expressing gratitude and one day, 
when we are no longer here to make our annual pledge, continuing to support 
the ministries so dear to our hearts. After you have made your pledge through 
the “2010: A Grace Odyssey,” why not become a member of the Seven Pillars 
Fellowship?  We did. (Note: The Seven Pillars Fellowship consists of members 
who have told FCC of their intention to leave a legacy to the church). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

M A D R I G A L  D I N N E R , P E R S O N A L  O D Y S S E Y ,  &  F L U  S H O T S 

It’s EASY to get your seasonal flu shot! 
 

Just come to church on Sunday, November 8th, and go to the Library anytime between 8:30 AM and 11:30 AM.  The Visiting Nurse 
Association will be there to assist you. The vaccine is given as a shot in the upper arm. The cost is $25, payable by cash or check.  
This flu shot is given each year and lasts for about four months. The flu season lasts until March. Seasonal flu shots are recommended 
for people over the age of 65, for pregnant women, for young children between the ages of 6 months to five years, and for anyone 
with chronic health problems, especially asthma, diabetes, and heart disease.  

 
To prevent yourself from getting any flu, do the following: Cover your nose or mouth when coughing or sneezing; Wash your hands 
often with soap and running water for at least 15 minutes; Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. Wash your hands if you do; 
Avoid close contact with people who appear to have an upper respiratory disease. 
 
Symptoms of seasonal flu include high fever, chills, body aches, sore throat, runny nose, headache, and occasional nausea, vomiting, 
and diarrhea. Contact your health provider if you get these symptoms. If you get sick, stay home for at least 24 hours after your 
fever has returned to normal. Call Nancy Lippincott, RN, if you have any questions at 332-5528. 
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RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
COMES OF AGE  
 
Newly formed in El Paso County is 
the Pikes Peak Restorative Justice 
Council. This council is taking 
responsibility for the growth of 
restorative justice locally. Ten years 
ago restorative justice was largely 
accomplished by arrangement 
between the Juvenile Justice Court 
and Work-Out Limited. The process 
referred youthful offenders to 
mediation in which opportunity was 
given to determine the harm done 
by an offense. Present were a 
victim, the offender, a mediator, a 
community representative and 
family members of the offender and 
the victim. When harm was found to 
have occurred, the offender was 
directed to write a letter of apology 
to the victim, and often to parents, 
to pay administrative costs, and 
perform voluntary community 
service. 
 
This had become a wonderful 
program which had accomplished 
restitution and a very low record of 
recidivism. A major flaw was that 
too many juvenile court cases had 
origins in the school districts. 
Schools commonly had zero 
tolerance standards; when offenses 
occurred, the police were called and 
the offender was arrested. 
 
The new development is the 
recognition that justice is a school 
and community issue & that councils 
determining harm done by offenders 
is a community responsibility.  
Leadership in this development is 
most advanced in the Manitou 
Springs School District.  
  
Wonderful vistas of peace becoming 
established in all of our schools will 
become reality when justice is 
healing and key decisions are put 
into the hands of those most 
affected by offenses. 

Shalom, Paul Carpenter 

HOW DOES FCC ACCOMPLISH CARE GIVING? 
By Jacque Franklin, Associate Minister 
 
Lyle E. Schaller, church growth expert, writes about the changing church. 
He quotes Lyndon B Jonson reflecting on the people of south-central 
Texas, “They miss you when you are gone. They rejoice when you return. 
They take care of you when you are sick. And they mourn when you die.”  
 
Care continues to be important to church people. The price tag of 
becoming a large congregation that averages 350 or more at worship is an 
increase in anonymity and complexity. What happens naturally in very 
small congregations now must become an organized effort. 
 
He cites the changes in the last fifty years has challenged the traditional 
“ways to do church” in America. He outlines several reasons that apply to 
us, to help explain the erosion of spontaneity in care giving. 
 

1. Urbanization, suburbanization, and migration of the population 
reduced the influence of kinship ties and long term friendships.  

2. Marriages with spouses raised in different states keeps families 
from creating a “home base.” 

3. Commutes to work undermine personal social networks based on 
geographical proximity. 

4. Longer life expectancy, earlier retirement, and geographically 
scattered children motivates retirees to move away from 
communities where they spent decades of their life. 

 
The alternatives Schaller lists to respond to these changes we are already 
doing. 

• Designate one or more persons, volunteers or paid staff who 
specialize in caring for and “looking after” people. Associate 
Pastor Jacque Franklin oversees Care and Fellowship Ministries. 

• Train 5 – 10 percent of adults to fill volunteer roles in and receive 
training for the Stephen Ministers program. We have 7 Stephen 
Leaders and 16 active Stephen Ministers. 

• Increase the number of worship experiences. We have the 9:00 
and 11:00 worship with monthly Taizé.  

• Create a position of Parish Nurse. We have renamed it the Faith 
Community Nursing Committee. Our registered nurse, Nancy 
Lippincott, along with her committee provides the visitation and 
expertise to identify hands on needs of our congregation and finds 
ways to address those needs either through resources available 
locally or within our congregation. 

• One of the most productive responses for churches of every size 
begins by conceptualizing the congregation as a collection of cells 
such as choirs, circles, classes, committees, communities, 
fellowship, groups, organizations, societies, task forces and similar 
small groups. The involvement in one of these smaller groups is an 
important social network that meets the need for a personal caring 
community.  

 

Become a part of a caring community…get involved! 

 

R E S T O R A T I V E  J U S T I C E  &  C A R E  G I V I N G 
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YOUTH & PRAYER! 
 
It has been a whirlwind of a month.  
The hustle and bustle and 
excitement of the church has 
thrown me into a journey of building 
community, learning names and 
planning programs. During our 
weekly meetings we break bread, 
play, work on important projects 
and worship together. We all take a 
moment to bless the food that is 
before us. Every week I come 
prepared to say “God of all 
people….” and every week a youth 
raises their hands with anticipation 
wanting to bless the food. The first 
blessing was done in an English 
accent, the second blessing was the 
Lord’s Prayer and the third blessing 
was Jonny Appleseed to the tune of 
Gilligan’s Island. The third blessing 
lost me but I still listened in silence 
and said AMEN!   
 
In the midst of all the energy and 
excitement, the one thing we have 
done together is pray. At the end of 
our time we gather around an altar 
table, within a darkened room, lit 
only by candles. We each light a 
candle of joy or sorrow and share a 
thought. We have ended worship 
with shared prayers, prayers using 
clay without words, and a prayer 
tied around our wrist so that we 
remember each other in the days 
between our meetings.  
 
Our Senior High Youth meet on 
Sunday afternoons at 12:30 p.m. and 
our Middle School Youth meet on 
Wednesday evenings from 5-7 p.m. 
in The Dwelling Place. Check out 
the web site, www.fcucc.org  for 
upcoming events and dates. I post 
new dates every week.   
 
For more information you can 
contact me!  
 
Marta Fioriti 
Youth and Young Adult Coordinator  
marta@fcucc.org 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry’s fourth birthday is November 1st! Members will 
be knitting and crocheting in contemplation on the chancel. Anyone who 
has received a shawl or baptismal blanket/shawl is encouraged to wear it 
to the service that day to be part of the celebration! We now have over 45 
active knitters/crocheters and this Ministry has donated approximately 
24,000 hours or 2.73 years. Each item is filled with prayers for healing, 
God’s love, and comfort for the recipient. The shawl makers love what 
they do, but we thank them many times over for all their work and care. 
And we owe many thanks to the contributors of yarn and funds to purchase 
yarn. A shawl’s average cost is $14 for three skeins of Lion Brand 
Homespun. Shawls are given to individuals for many reasons. Please 
contact the Church office, Jacque Franklin, or Jane Gazal if you know 
someone who needs the comfort of a shawl. Shawls and blankets have also 
been sent to: Local hospices and nursing facilities; TESSA – annual 
donation; Orphanages in Africa and China; Friends and families all over the 
world; Sister ministry started by Michael Haven at Alameda UCC in CA. 
 
Sabbath Shawls will be available for checkout during Advent which starts 
Nov. 29th and continues for the following three Sundays. Shawls are usually 
checked out for two weeks at a time, but if you need it longer, please just 
talk with the Prayer Shawl member at the table during Fellowship 
Hour. The shawls will be available on a table during the Fellowship hour 
between the two services (10 a.m. – 11 a.m.). 
 
The Sabbath Shawls that were created for your prayerful use during Advent 
are the colors of the rainbow, chosen to symbolize our open inclusiveness. 
The shawls were knitted in a pattern of seven ribs. The number seven is 
often referred to as a holy number, reminding us that: creation was made 
in seven days; the seventh day was God’s day of rest – the Sabbath; and 
the great Jewish feasts lasted seven days. The tallit, or prayer shawl in the 
Jewish tradition, has one purpose, and that is to hold the four fringes 
(tzitzit) at the corner. These fringes are to remind one of God’s 
commandments, the flow of God’s grace, and to offer a surrounding of 
holy presence. Each shawl is accompanied by the book Sabbath Keeping, 
written by a UCC minister. It contains a number of suggestions on how to 
create Sabbath time in your daily life. 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry has been prayerfully making baby blankets and 
teachers’ scarves for New Hope Orphanage and Aggie’s Babies Home in 
Uganda since May of this year. We have sent over 40 baby blankets and 29 
scarves with more to come. A special dinner was held in Denver in 
September where Rev. Chris Lubega, co-founder of the orphanage, and his 
wife Agnes were guests of honor. In attendance were Jerusha Goebel and 
Linda Margrave of FCUCC.  As Linda listened to Pastor Chris talk about the 
children and saw the pictures taken by Jerusha’s daughter, Paula Maestas, 
during her recent trip to Uganda, Linda heard and responded to God’s call 
to go and be with the children of New Hope. We are so delighted to have 
her be the loving “face” of our church half way around the globe. She has 
so wonderfully loved our children in the nursery at FCC and now will 
extend that love to over 900 children. We pray for her safety, strength and 
anointing of God’s infinite love as she ministers in God’s name.  Thank 
you, Linda, for responding to God’s call to love the children. If you would 
like to know more about New Hope Orphanage, go to the newly updated 
websites:  www.loveworksintl.org, or www.ugandalove.org.

Y O U T H  &  P R A Y E R ; P R A Y E R  S H A W L  M I N I S T R Y 
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November Birthdays 

11/1 Annie Bernini 

11/1 Jamie Cotton 

11/1 Ceil Malek 

11/2 Kathy Beck 

11/2 Barbara Carlton 

11/2 Andy Finn 

11/2 Alysa Webb 

11/3 Sharon Avery 

11/3 Kandiss Horch 

11/3 Robbie Limpert 

11/4 Lynn Young 

11/5 Sheryl Korthals 

11/5 Guy McPherson 

11/5 Sarah Smith 

11/6 Jan Diers 

11/6 Amy Frenz 

11/6 Karen Miskel 

11/6 Sophia Surage 

11/6 Marilyn Turner 

11/7 Alena Akse 

11/7 Mary Ellen Beltracchi 

11/7 Elfriede Jopp 

11/8 Judah Buck 

11/8 Robert Carlton 

11/8 Donna Drake 

11/8 Ben Knapp 

11/9 Diana Baker 

11/9 John Stefonik 

11/10 Stu Kilzer 

11/10 Betty Lynn Mahaffy 

11/12 Benjamin Broadbent 

11/12 Heatherlyn Hoffman 

11/12 Zack McComsey 

11/14 Molly Garrison 

11/14 Pam Lehmkuhl 

11/14 Nick Riegel 

11/14 Roselyn Steadman 

11/14 Olga Tatter 

11/15 Bruce Downs 

11/15 Lee Lehmkuhl 

11/15 Kiara Nath 

11/16 Harold Miskel 
 

Birthdays (Continued) 

11/18 Kris Akse 

11/18 Louise Holladay 

11/18 Lee Jennings 

11/18 Jerry Jordan 

11/19 Cassidy Hyatt 

11/19 Wanda Skarke 

11/19 Arnie Sparnins 

11/20 Owen Church 

11/20 Alyssa Nickler 

11/20 Ashley Rodriguez 

11/21 Erik Martin 

11/21 Patty Walker 

11/22 Sara Burton 

11/22 Talley Cain 

11/22 Marsha Lee 

11/22 Brian Love 

11/23 Erica Halvorson 

11/23 Promis Hoffman 

11/23 Gayle Jordan 

11/23 Robyn Lindeman 

11/24 Aaron Eslinger 

11/24 Andrew Finn 

11/24 Truman Fox 

11/24 Mason France 

11/24 Toby Glick 

11/24 Heather Nickler 

11/25 Jerry Birnbaum 

11/25 Kyland Palen 

11/25 Mark Qualls 

11/26 Sarah Herbert 

11/27 Lucy Bell 

11/27 Mil Clark 

11/27 Judy Jones 

11/27 Sandy King 

11/28 Kelli Kennedy 

11/29 Ryan France 

11/29 Marilyn Robbins 

11/29 Susan Turner 

11/30 Annika Birnbaum 

11/30 Sam Brooks 

11/30 Bret May 

11/30 David Petersen 

  

November Anniversaries 

11/3 Melinda Hockensmith & David Hyatt 

11/21 Fawn & John Bell 

11/24 Becky & Michael Parrinella 

  
November Birthdays (Continued)  
11/30 Kelli Scarborough 

 

N O V E M B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  

SHARE THE SPIRIT 
Plymouth Circle members were able to fill 
100 Christmas stockings for the Salvation 
Army last December. These stockings are 
given to needy children (ages 0-18) in El 
Paso County. Each stocking is filled with 
new merchandise.  

There is going to be a greater need this 
year. We are asking the congregation to 
help out with this project. We are collecting 
small inexpensive items that would fit in a 5 
inch by 14 inch size stocking. There will be 
a box in the Founders’ Room during the 
month of November to collect any items you 
would like to donate. We appreciate your 
help for this worthy project. 

Suggested items: 

Ages 0-2, Boys & Girls: Teething toys, 
rattles, bibs, socks, knit caps, bottles, baby 
wash, washcloths, Baby Einstein Toys, 
receiving blankets 

Ages 3-5, Boys & Girls: Large crayons, 
gloves, hats, Play Dough (small jars), sm. 
trucks, sm. dolls, dinosaurs 

Ages 6-8, Boys & Girls: School supplies, 
(i.e., rulers, pencils, glue, crayons, 
markers, etc.), socks, gloves, and caps.   
Girls: bubble bath, sm. dolls. Boys: baseball 
cards, sm. cars, trucks 

Ages 9-13, Boys & Girls: School supplies, 
gloves, cap, card games, socks, watches. 
Boys: wallets, baseball cards. Girls: hair 
grooming items, diary 

Ages 14-18, Girls: soap, make-up, gloves, 
hat, nail supplies, deodorant, shampoo & 
rinse, McDonald’s certificates ($5), 
Sudoku/Word Search. Boys: Baseball cards, 
deodorant, shampoo, razor, after-shave, 
socks, nail clippers, gloves, hat, McDonald’s 
certificates ($5), Sudoku/Word Search 

Toothpaste & toothbrushes are good for all 
ages. 
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November Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
November 1 – All Saints / Souls Sunday 

Today we celebrate Holy Communion at both services. 
Adorning the chancel will be portraits of beloved saints 
and souls who have died. Brooke Bell offers liturgical 
dance as a stewardship “grace note.” Rev. Jacque 
Franklin preaches on Ruth 1:1-8. 

November 8 – 23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
Rev. Broadbent offers his second of 3 project sermons for 
a Doctor of Ministry in Preaching program. He will preach 
a sermon on Mark 1:38-44 entitled “The Greater 
Righteousness.” 

November 15 – Stewardship Celebration Sunday 
Today we celebrate a successful Stewardship Pledge 
Campaign. Remember to make your pledge by November 
11 so we can truly celebrate! A special Children’s 
Message reminds us that “We are amazing… and God 
loves us… like crazy!” Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon 
on Daniel 12:1-3 entitled, “Let It Shine.” 

November 22 – Transgender Remembrance /  
Reign of Christ Sunday 

Guest preacher, Rev. Malcolm Himschoot, offers a Reign 
of Christ sermon on the occasion of Transgender 
Remembrance Day, November 20. At 12:30, the film 
“Call Me Malcolm,” a documentary of Rev. Malcolm’s 
life, will be shown in The Dwelling Place, followed by a 
discussion. 3rd Grade Bibles will be presented at both 
services. 

November 22 – 3:00 p.m. 
Ordination of Lyn Marie Boudreau 

All are invited to join representatives from throughout 
the Southeastern Association and Rocky Mountain 
Conference to celebrate the Service of Ordination into 
Christian Ministry for church member Lyn Boudreau. A 
reception will follow. 

November 29 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
The Christian liturgical calendar begins today, the first 
Sunday in the season of Advent. Today’s theme is hope 
and Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon on Luke 21:25-28 
entitled, “Picturing the Unpicturable.” 

November 29 – 4:00 p.m. 
Advent Service of Taizé Prayer 

Coming in December… Blue candles, Madrigal Singers, 
Weekly Services of Taizé Prayer, The Mystery, Christmas 
Eve services at 4:00, 6:00, and 11:00 p.m. 
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