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SCAFFOLDING: BANE OR BLESSING? 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
 

Have you noticed the scaffolding in the sanctuary? Three full size 
erector-set towers reach up into the church’s steeple. Both aisles are 
blocked. Two of the towers have feet on the chancel. The elephant in the 
room is wrapped with reflective, protective silver padding.  As necessary 
as the scaffolding is to restore the historic windows in the church’s 
steeple, and as exciting as it is that our congregation has leveraged the 
resources to care for and restore our edifice for another 120 years, the 
skeletons of steel, for the time being, seriously disrupt the feng shui of 
our beautiful worship space. 

I’ve enjoyed conversations with church members about the effect of 
the scaffolding upon our worshipping life as a congregation. Few good 
sightlines between congregation and chancel remain. Butts are sore from 
sitting on unpadded pews (pads were removed to protect them from the 
large amount of dust that the workers generate). Personally speaking, it is 
not as satisfying to preach when I look out upon a congregation broken up 
and partially hidden by metal poles.  

Conversations often include social, spiritual, and aesthetical 
reflections aroused by the disruptive presence of the scaffolding. Some 
reflections have been: 

• “At such an uncertain time in our country and world, I come to my 
place of worship to find beauty and order, both of which have 
been disturbed by the presence of the scaffolding.” 

• “I appreciate the presence of something that undeniably reminds 
me that my relationship with God, just like the church, is in need 
of loving attention and serious upkeep.” 

• “I find myself closing my eyes in worship, imagining a pristine 
sanctuary. The scaffolding has forced me to consider the sanctuary 
within.” 

• “I think people have been more prone to stay home while the 
scaffolding is up. While folks appreciate the message and the 
music, the container makes worship holy.”  

• “The spiritual life is very often not pretty and ordered the way we 
would like it to be, and it’s almost always ‘in process.’ For now, I 
try to use the preponderance of scaffolding as a tool to discern 
how God is using the messy places in my life to build something 
beautiful.” 

I’ve been learning lately how to accept what is and to work with it. 
This notion is useful in psychology as well as spirituality. Jesus taught this 
lesson, as in “Consider the lilies of the field…” or “The rain falls equally 
upon the just and the unjust…” A primary reason we come together as a 
community is to encourage one another as we do the best we can, not 
only to accept what is, but eventually to transcend what was. Left alone 
in the forest of steel, we could get lost and eventually despair. Together, 
we can learn something new about ourselves, our world, and our God. We 
might breathe easier as we get a glimpse of the bigger picture.
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To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, November 14th, 2008. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and 
include your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 
CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
GENDER EXPRESSION, 
MEANS, ABILITY, AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 
JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 
THROUGH CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO 
EDUCATION, AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. 
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N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE 
PLYMOUTH CIRCLE will have our 
annual “Bells & Chimes” 
meeting on Wednesday, 
November 5th at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Founders’ Room. A special treat 
will be given by the Daytime 
Ringers. Hostesses are Beverly 
Ridings and Ann James. 
Devotions will be given by 
Sharron Waterhouse. Guests are 
invited to join us for this very 
musical fellowship and fun 
afternoon. 

TAIZÉ WORSHIP 
FCC’s Annual Advent  
Taizé Prayer/Worship 

Sunday, November 30th  
4:00 p.m. 

 
Begin your journey into the 
season of Advent by joining with 
others to pray, sing, and receive 
some of the blessings of this 
season. 
 
Please come and be reassured 
that God is with us as we move 
through darkness toward the 
joyful light of Christmas. 
 
Come and be blessed with 
assurance, healing and 
illumination. 
 
Let us on November 30th begin to 
“Dance toward the star and the 
stable, ever closer to the 
stillness and the light that 
reshape and transform us.” 
 

POPS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Start off the holiday season with 
new and old friends, food and 
fun. This year's POPs (Pooped-
Out Parents) Christmas party 
will again be held at the home 
of Jane and Eric Ridings on 
Saturday, December 6, at 6 
p.m. Honey baked ham and 
turkey and beverages will be 
provided. Please bring your 
favorite holiday dish to pass 
around. E-mail Jane at 
janeridings@hotmail.com for 
more information and to be put 
on the POPs e-mail distribution 
list. Everyone is welcome -- try 
us out! 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 
AT THE CHURCH 

A Thanksgiving dinner will be 
held at our church on 
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, 
Nov. 27.  The building will be 
open at noon and dining will 
commence at 1 p.m.   
 
This is a nice way to share in a 
feast without having all the work 
of preparation and clean-up.   
We will provide the turkey, and 
we ask each person or family to 
bring their favorite Thanksgiving 
dish with enough to share.  We 
will work together to set-up, 
serve, and clean-up.  Bring 
yourself, your small family 
group, or large family group, 
and we’ll make a convivial group 
together.   
 
A sign up poster will be available 
in the Founders’ Room.  If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Steve Brown, 328-1294, 
or skiabrown@mindspring.com. 
 

PARTNERS IN SERVICE: 
MG&O MISSION FAIR 

The Mission Giving and Outreach 
(MG&O) Committee is delighted 
to invite you to the First Annual 
Mission Fair themed "Partners in 
Service." The Mission Fair is 
Sunday, November 2, 2008 from 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m., in the 
Fellowship Hall. The MG&O 
Committee has invited the local 
community organizations that 
FCC sponsors. MG&O envisions 
the Mission Fair as an 
opportunity for congregants to 
connect with these organizations 
or even volunteer their time.  
Questions can be directed to the 
Mission Fair Co-chairs, Laura 
Pfender, 
llpfender@earthlink.net and 
Richard Grebenstein, 
sirgreb@comcast.net. 
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MORE ROBES FOR JOYFUL 
NOISE CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
By Frank Shelton 
 

 
Last May, the Joyful Noise Children's 
Choir faced a dilemma. We had 
more members than robes! We are 
all very grateful to Dick Ducommun, 
the original donor of the choir 
robes, who has donated more robes 
in memory of his parents, Mr. L.F. 
and Mrs. F.B. Ducommun. Dick sang 
in a children's choir in which his 
mother was in charge of the choir 
robes. Dick said that his parents 
loved children and he felt this was a 
very appropriate memorial. Thank 
you, Dick, for continuing your family 
tradition of providing robes for 
children's choirs.   
 

The Joyful Noise Children's Choir 
rehearses weekly on Tuesdays from 
4:30-5:30 in Classroom E/F. It is not 
too late for interested children first 
grade and above to join. We hope 
many children will take advantage 
of this fun and exciting experience. 
For questions, further information or 
to volunteer please contact Frank 
Shelton at the church, 
frank@fcucc.org or 635-3549.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SOMETHING TO SAY 
By Paul Schwotzer 
 
“Sometimes I’m right, and I can be wrong, my own beliefs are in my 
song.” 
 
So sang Sly Stone in the 1960s as I was listening to my transistor AM radio 
and cutting my musical teeth. Music has been a lifeline for me, and I’m 
sure for many others. Music is a time machine, a heart-grabber, a toe-
tapper, a distillation of life experiences into a few-minutes story. I ponder 
someday holding a conversation where the only words spoken are phrases 
from classic songs over the past 50 years. When I shake extra sauce from a 
cooking spoon against a pan, it is not random; it’s the first 5 beats of 
“Pinball Wizard” by The Who. 
 
After learning to play the guitar in college (a terrific study break) I began 
writing songs in the 1980s. An ideally introverted activity, songwriting has 
provided an outlet for my many questions about life, and also a podium for 
a few of my own ideas. On November 9th I’ll be celebrating a CD that I 
have put together for YOU – the family of folks at FCC. I will sing a few 
songs during the service, and then sell the CDs with proceeds going to the 
church’s operating fund. If you want to know the events leading to this CD, 
read on… 
  
In the mid-1990s when my dear friend Paul Ouzts was preaching at FCC, he 
asked me to write a song about the ongoing nature of life (Never Say 
Goodbye), and then to sing it before his sermon. We teamed up two more 
times to ponder themes of love (My Name Is Love) and mystery (This 
Mystery). Those were good times! In 2000 Bruce Coriell was preaching on 
Earth Day and asked me to write a song for the occasion (Earth Sky 
Lullaby). And for the peace-themed folk music service in 2005 I wrote 
“One Peace.” 
 
At the 2006 folk music service I sang “Try Love” (written a month after the 
Oklahoma City bombing) and a few folks asked for a copy. This would not 
seem such a difficult task for someone who has had the good fortune of 
assembling a recording studio in his basement. However, I had no 
recording, and so I vowed to put together a CD of these songs along with 
several others I had previously recorded. A song dear to my heart is 
“Words Get in the Way,” which was inspired by the big-hearted deep 
thinkers in my book group, and ended up being an appreciation of those 
wordless moments. 
 
Having helped many friends record their CDs, and working on this one for 
many, many moons, I must say that this process is quite an adventure. A 
fun, trying, laborious, soul-searching process, and when it’s all done… I 
guess we move on to other songs. I am not a theologian, and you will 
probably find more questions than answers in the lyrics, but I hope you 
find something to connect with in these songs. I am so blessed by the many 
talented musicians who have accompanied me on this recording over the 
years. And I am blessed to have a church home where I can occasionally 
sing and play. To quote track 12: “I pray that I may realize what is false 
and what is true… and the closest I get is when I’m here with you.” 
 
Sly also says, “Thank you… for lettin’ me… be myself… again”. 
Paul Schwotzer says, “Thank you, fellow pilgrims, for listening!” 

M O R E  R O B E S  F O R  J O Y F U L  N O I S E  ;  S O M E T H I N G  T O  S A Y 
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IRA ROLLOVER EXTENSION 
 

On October 3, 2008, President 
Bush signed into law the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, 
more widely known as the “Wall 
Street Bail Out” bill. This legislation 
may not have included a lot for 
individual tax payers, but thank-
fully, there is at least one piece of 
good news. The popular IRA 
charitable gift rollover, which had 
expired at the end of 2007, was 
extended for 2008 and 2009. 

Under this provision, an 
individual aged 70½ or older can 
distribute up to $100,000 from his or 
her IRA to a charitable organization 
without recognizing income and 
without having to take a charitable 
deduction. This rule applies to 
distributions made after 12/31/05 
through 12/31/09 directly from 
traditional IRAs, Roth IRAs or 
deemed IRAs (not ongoing SEP or 
SIMPLE IRAs) as well as inherited 
IRAs if the beneficiary reached the 
age of 70½ before the distribution. 

Qualified charitable distribu-
tions count toward satisfying the IRA 
owner’s minimum distribution re-
quirements without triggering any 
federal or state income taxes. 
However, such distributions are not 
taken into account for purposes of 
determining the IRA owner’s 
charitable deduction. 

Making a gift to a qualified 
charitable organization like First 
Congregational Church is simple, but 
there are some important details 
that must be carefully considered. 
Please contact your financial advisor 
for more information, or go to the 
church’s website at 
http://www.fcucc.org/WillsandEsta
tePlanning.aspx, and click on the 
IRA Rollover Limited Time button on 
the right-hand side of the screen. 
On that screen, you may send your 
contact information to the church’s 
Planned Giving resource, 
PhilanthroCorp. An employee of this 
organization will contact you to 
provide additional information 
regarding making an IRA gift. 

BLESSING 
By Joan Loecker 

 
"Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow,” reads a familiar line from a 
familiar hymn I remember singing as a child during offertory in Sunday 
school. Placing money or coins in a plate passed person to person was a 
faithful practice I watched my parents do and did myself in a small 
Congregational church in Yankton, South Dakota.  
 
Serving on the Stewardship Committee has been a blessing in my life, and 
a natural extension of those values I was raised with. I've loved being part 
of a shared vision where endless possibilities are attainable, like the idea 
that a congregation of "generous" people would mean no Fall pledge 
campaign, no budgets to meet, and no pleas for more money. We’re not 
quite there yet, but with your help and hope we will be. 
 
Over the last couple of years, the Stewardship Committee has asked 
members what motivates their financial giving to FCC, and many answers 
were a reinforcement of my inner feelings. Some member reasons were as 
simply and powerfully stated as "giving to the church is the right thing to 
do." Many said they gave from deep gratitude for personal blessings and all 
that FCC brings to their lives. Some responded that giving enhanced their 
spirituality while others said it was their spirituality that enhanced their 
giving. 
 
I share all these feelings, but over the last couple of years, the loss of my 
job, rising living costs and an unstable economy have prevented me from 
giving as generously as I have in the past. I’ve needed to make decisions 
about how I would best distribute my financial resources in order to take 
care of myself and still contribute to causes I support.  
 
I've always enjoyed giving to numerous charities (there are 2,500 worthy 
non-profit organizations to choose from in Colorado Springs alone), but as I 
was forced to reorganize my giving, I realized quickly that I would give the 
majority of my charitable dollars to my church.  
 
I am so grateful to FCC and all that it offers to the congregation and the 
Colorado Springs community. It is here that I receive spiritual feeding on 
Sunday mornings and refresh my soul. It is here that I seek and obtain 
forgiveness from God, am armored to face the battles for social justice, 
and am challenged to go out into the world and live Micah 6. At the time I 
hadn't read Lynne Twist’s The Soul of Money, but as she writes, I wanted 
my money to flow to my highest intentions. 
 
God has blessed me with this congregation. You and this place we call First 
Congregational are so treasured, how I can I not offer it my financial gift? 
 
 

 
 
 

I R A  R O L L O V E R  E X T E N S I O N  ;  B L E S S I N G 
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
We recently received a letter from a 
newly adopted Prayer Shawl Ministry 
located in Alameda, California.  
Michael Haven, a former FCC 
member, has started her small 
group and is being supported by 
prayer and by sending shawls and 
baptismal blankets as needed. Her 
letter is so wonderful that we 
wanted to share it with the whole 
congregation. It is remarkable that 
our small community has such far 
reaching effects. 
  
Greetings Jerusha!  I wanted to let 
you know how warmly the two 
baptismal shawls were received 
yesterday!  Rev. Laura asked me to 
join the Childrens' time and bring a 
shawl in progress.  Of course I have 
4 in progress so that part was easy! 
:-) 
 
Rev. Laura asked the kids about 
special blankets and asked why they 
like them.  Two of the little ones 
brought their blankets with them, 
so it was an easy conversation!  
Then she said: Michael is here with 
a blanket she's working on.  She and 
some friends knit these blankets.  
Michael would you tell them what 
this is all about?"  I then said: "You 
know how good it is to get a hug 
from your mom?" Heads nodded.  "A 
good hug from mom, or dad or a 
friend is really good, huh?"  More 
nods.  "Well, God loves you.  Jesus 
loves you.  Mary loves you.  But 
they aren't here right now, so we 
knit these blankets to be a hug for 
you.  A hug from God."  The kids got 
that. 
 
Then Rev. Laura talked about the 
special blankets.  Two pretty 
baptismal shawls to be given to 
Avril and Anika.  She took the 
shawls off the altar, and put them 
around the little shoulders.  Then 
we all moved to the baptismal font 
and did the ceremony.  Rev. Laura 
baptized them right where they 
were.  Little Anika stood beside the 

font and held still, playing with the shawl tag, while her head was 
watered; Avril was comfortable, wrapped in the shawl in her daddy's 
arms.  Beautiful. 
 
Downstairs in fellowship hour, I was called over to the table with the 
parents and grandparents of the girls and asked to explain the tags.  I told 
them how involved FCUCC's PSM is with our group and said the shawls had 
been donated by your group in support of our growing group.  Little Anika 
came over, shawl in arms, and asked if she could go play with a friend.  
Mom said yes, but why don't you let me hold the shawl for you.  Anika 
wrapped her arms around it and put her little cheek on it, saying no.  So 
mom let her take it to go play.  I turned to mom and affirmed that it's 
washable.  That got a laugh! :-) 
 
That little girl, so wrapped in love and comfort by that beautiful shawl... 
I turned to grandmom and said... that's why I do this!  She nodded 
appreciatively. 
 
Please pass my deep thanks on to the group.  We have 4 in our group 
now.  Forest, Neil's partner, finished his green one and is starting on a 
rainbow one.  He said he did the math and figured out how much of each 
color he'd need.  Can't wait to see that one!  Neil finished his purple one 
and is deciding which color to do next.  Mark is still learning so I'm being a 
teacher... not as easy as it looks!  I turned in an orange one yesterday to 
replace the orange one that went to a young man with a brain tumor.  Of 
the six we had ready on the 7th, two are still in the office... the others 
are all out!  How cool is that?  I was told I'd probably have to make 
another purple one since the lady who received that doesn't seem willing 
to ever part with it.  I said, by all means, tell her to keep it!  That's what 
we're all about! 
 
Jerusha:  What a beautiful journey this is being!  I joined the group in 
Colorado Springs and found comfort and companionship.  Also, the deep 
love of God.  Then I came to Berkeley with the idea of starting a group 
here.  In the First Congregational Church of Alameda I found a Sr. Minister 
very enthusiastic about the idea.  Now I have 3 other people knitting with 
me.  Shawls are going out and I'm getting appreciative and loving response 
from people who I didn't even know got a shawl!  It's starting to work 
without my doing it!  Two shawls in our collection are made by someone 
else!  People are asking for shawls and thanking me for starting this so 
very effective ministry!  It's just a dream come true and sends me running 
out for more yarn with even more enthusiasm! 
 
Thank you to everyone in the group for their love and support of this new 
ministry.  I appreciate receiving emails about your activities and will keep 
you informed of ours.  Much love! 
 
Blessings, 
Michael 

 
 

 

  
 

P R A Y E R  S H A W L  M I N I S T R Y 



 

7 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 
 
As of October 17, 2008 we have 

eight people signed up for our next 
Stephen Ministry class. Stephen 
Ministers are trained lay people who 
visit those who are going through 
tough life transitions. Stephen 
Ministry training will begin in 
November and go through April. 
During this time volunteers will 
attend weekly, 2-hour classes taught 
by Lynne Stefonik and Luke 
Cammack. The topics covered in 
class include, “The Person of 
Caregiver”, “Feelings: Yours, Mine, 
and Ours”; “The Art of Listening”; 
“Process versus Results in 
Caregiving” and many other relevant 
topics. After classes the students 
will be introduced to the 
congregation and commissioned as 
Stephen Ministers. 
 

Currently we have 9 active 
Stephen Ministers visiting their care 
receivers weekly. They meet 
monthly for support and supervision. 
Their ministry is highly valuable to 
the congregation in keeping people 
connected who have given so much 
to this community over the years. 
Their ministry keeps the pastors 
updated in pastoral needs of care 
receivers and their families. Their 
presence is a blessing to folks who 
need a listening ear. Stephen 
Ministers report that they grow and 
get as much in return as they give.  

 
Thank-you Stephen Ministers 

for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
THANK YOU to… Lenore Poulson for her 33 years as church historian; 
Volunteers for the Confirmation Retreat: Sara Qualls, Nancy Briley, 
Bridget Duffy, Ariel & Charles Kiskiras, & Nancy Cain; Jenny Chapman 
for writing and performing a wonderful stewardship song; Justice and 
Peace Committee for their hard work on the ballot questions for Adult 
Forum: Arnie Sparnins, Bill Mendell, Dennis Apuan, Charles Barber, Paul 
and Janet Carpenter, Jerry White, and Cyndy Kulp; Joyful Noise 
Children’s Choir for their worship offering last Sunday; Pat Shipp for her 
years of service as Flower Delivery Coordinator and Pat Steffens for 
volunteering to be the new coordinator; Handbell Choirs and director 
Carol Fields for their musical offerings on 9/28/08; Communicator Mailing 
Team for their “flexibility” and their volunteer efforts; Margery Layton 
for office work; Joe Bair for leading worship on 9/21; Garrett Holslag for 
providing a classical guitar piece for special music offering on 9/21.  
      
PRAYERS for… Rose Mary Clark recovering from a second surgery; Luke 
Cammack as he travels to be with family surrounding his father, Luke 
Cammack’s, recent cancer diagnosis; Wanda Skarke recovering from a 
fall; Jordan Bayer, grandson of Gayle & Jerry Jordan, recovering after 
successful heart surgery (Care Pages.com, JORDANBAYER for more 
information); Ted Nace recovering from a broken hip; Al Forgy and family 
on the loss of Al’s grandson, Justin Forgy who died in a car accident in 
Pueblo on 9/22. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to…Ellen Brown whose art was accepted into a 
national exhibit in Kansas; Martin McLaughlin who was selected as one of 
the Mayor’s 100 top teens of the region; Wil Green, on his 50th 
anniversary of ordination to the ministry; Susie Bjork on her approval for 
ordination at the Ecclesiastical Council 9/28/08 and her marriage to David 
Winter 10/4/08; Clare Twomey on being received as a student “In Care” 
of the Southeastern Association; Marti Booth for receiving a lifetime 
achievement award from the Pikes Peak Arts Council; Marge Murray on her 
80th birthday 9/27/08.  
 
DEPLOYED MILITARY… Bruce Terry, Kris Mack, Justin Niemiec, Michael 
McClure, Thomas Robbins & Andrew Carpenter. Prayers of gratitude & 
safety surround them. 
 
CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or 
jacque@fcucc.org. 

 
For more church event details, visit www.fcucc.org. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E  &  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E 
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“ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN” 
By Jenny Chapman  
 
More than stones hold us together, a 
community of faith. It’s more than 
brick and mortar that keeps us 
feeling safe. More than bread 
dipped in wine, words of wisdom as 
we leave, or Easter lilies in the 
spotlight, or the lights on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
It’s more than the chancel draped in 
prayer shawls, sacraments of love, 
or the sounds of the organ, or voices 
from above. We gather together, 
and we touch the offering plate, 
we walk with you on the labyrinth as 
we learn to wait. 
 
Chorus:   
On earth as in heaven, it’s our 
heaven here on earth. And we 
gather together for whatever it’s 
worth. You gave us this day and 
each and every one. We are passing 
the peace, and we’ve only just 
begun to say “Thy Will Be Done” 
when the day is done.  
 
It’s more than the words of the 
children welcomed to the chancel 
steps, or the voices from the angels 
rising from the depths, the soft light 
from the windows bathing everyone 
in gold or the tears that pour out 
when we’ve had all our hearts can 
hold 
 
Repeat Chorus 
 
And a piece of our hearts is in 
heaven, and the peace in our hearts 
is from God, and with the help of 
God, we welcome, and with the 
help of God, we wonder, and with 
the help of God, we witness, the 
power and presence of Love. 
 
Repeat Chorus again 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JACQUE FRANKLIN’S INSTALLATION SERVICE 
 

You are invited to the installation service 
of the Rev. Dr. Jacque Ellen Franklin, 

as Associate Pastor of First Congregational UCC, 
November 2, 2008, 4:00 p.m. 

Founders’ Room 
 

Reception to follow in the Atrium 
Featuring  

the Joyful Noise Children’s Choir, directed by Frank Shelton 
Jenny Chapman, singer and songwriter 

Rev. Dr. Leanne Hadley preaching 
 

(All ordained clergy are invited to meet at 3:30 p.m.  
to prepare for the processional) 

 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY AND ME: “MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT…” 
By Carol Fields 
 
You might assume that Stephen Ministry is mostly about my Care Receiver, 
the person I am assigned who has requested help to work through a 
personal problem or family issue.  But that is not the whole story.  For me, 
Stephen Ministry has been just as much about me, the Care Giver. 
 
One of the basic ideas in Stephen Ministry is that although I am referred to 
as the Care Giver, it is really God acting through me that allows healing – 
God is the Cure Giver and I am an instrument for God’s work.  I have felt 
the presence of God at work throughout my experience in Stephen Ministry 
more that I expected. 
 
During training, I (along with most of the other Stephen Ministers) was very 
skeptical about my ability to perform this work – after all, what made me 
so special to carry out God’s healing?  Here God was definitely at work 
through Luke and Lynne, the Stephen Leaders, who patiently and gently 
encouraged me to reach outside my comfort zone.  
 
At the weekly meetings with my Care Receiver I always feel the presence 
of God.  Our time together is precious as we develop a special bond and 
look forward to our times together.  God is working through me to make a 
difference in her life. 
 
The times I feel God’s presence the most is at our monthly supervisory 
meetings.  The discussions at the meetings do not involve the specific 
issues of the Care Receiver (each care receiver name and situation is kept 
confidential) but the relationship between each Care Giver and Care 
Receiver and how it can be enhanced.  It is here that loving care is most 
evident with God working to start the healing process. 
 
My experience as a Stephen Minister has confirmed my suspicion that God 
is present in all situations whether we acknowledge it or not.   

 
 
 
 

O N  E A R T H  A S  I N  H E A V E N  ;  F R A N K L I N ‘ S  I N S T A L L A T I O N 
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November Birthdays 
11/1 Annie Bernini 
11/1 Jamie Cotton 
11/1 Ceil Malek 
11/2 Kathy Beck 
11/2 Barbara Carlton 
11/2 Andy Finn 
11/2 Alysa Webb 
11/3 Kandiss Horch 
11/3 Robbie Limpert 
11/4 Lynn Young 
11/5 Sheryl Korthals 
11/5 Guy McPherson 
11/5 Sarah Smith 
11/6 Jan Diers 
11/6 Amy Frenz 
11/6 Karen Miskel 
11/6 Marilyn Turner 
11/7 Alena Akse 
11/7 Mary Ellen Beltracchi 
11/7 Elfriede Jopp 
11/8 Robert Carlton 
11/8 Judah Gregory 
11/8 Ben Knapp 
11/9 Diana Baker 
11/9 John Stefonik 

11/10 Stu Kilzer 
11/10 Betty Lynn Mahaffy 
11/12 Benjamin Broadbent 
11/12 Heatherlyn Hoffman 
11/12 Brooke Kyzer 
11/13 Willa Alexander 
11/14 Pam Lehmkuhl 
11/14 Nick Riegel 
11/14 Roselyn Steadman 
11/14 Olga Tatter 
11/15 Bruce Downs 
11/15 Lee Lehmkuhl 
11/15 Kiara Nath 
11/16 Geoff Anderson 
11/16 Harold Miskel 
11/17 Betsy Anderson 
11/18 Kris Akse 
11/18 Louise Holladay 
11/18 Lee Jennings 

 

Birthdays (Continued) 
11/18 Jerry Jordan 
11/19 Cassidy Hyatt 
11/19 Riley Mack 
11/19 Wanda Skarke 
11/19 Arnie Sparnins 
11/20 Owen Church 
11/20 Alyssa Nickler 
11/20 Ashley Rodriguez 
11/21 Patty Walker 
11/21 Ezra Moreland 
11/22 Sara Burton 
11/22 Talley Cain 
11/22 Marsha Lee 
11/22 Brian Love 
11/22 Pat Steffens 
11/23 Barb Doyle 
11/23 Gayle Jordan 
11/23 Erica Halvorson 
11/23 Promis Hoffman 
11/23 Robyn Lindeman 
11/24 Aaron Eslinger 
11/24 Andrew Finn 
11/24 Truman Fox 
11/24 Mason France 
11/24 Toby Glick 
11/24 Heather Nickler 
11/25 Jerry Birnbaum 
11/25 Kyland Palen 
11/25 Mark Qualls 
11/26 Michael Fowler 
11/26 Sarah Herbert 
11/27 Lucy Bell 
11/27 Mil Clark 
11/27 Judy Jones 
11/27 Sandy King 
11/28 Kelli Kennedy 
11/29 Ryan France 
11/29 Marilyn Robbins 
11/29 Susan Turner 
11/30 Annika Birnbaum 
11/30 Sam Brooks 
11/30 Bret May 
11/30 David Petersen 
11/30 Kelli Scarborough 

 

November Anniversaries 
11/3 Melinda Hockensmith & David Hyatt 

11/21 Fawn & John Bell 
11/24 Becky & Michael Parrinella 

 

N O V E M B E R  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S      
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Remember to pledge 
by November 9th! 

November Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
November 2 – All Saints/All Souls Sunday 

Holy Communion is celebrated at both services as the 
chancel is decorated with photos of loved ones who have 
died. Members of the Prayer Shawl ministry knit on the 
chancel in an attitude of prayer. Rev. Franklin preaches 
a sermon on Psalm 90 entitled “The Sum of Our Days.” 

November 2 – Installation of Rev. Jacque Franklin 
In the Founders’ Room at 4:00, Rev. Franklin will be 
installed by the Southeastern Association as our 
Associate Minister. The children’s choir presents a 
musical offering and Rev. Leanne Hadley preaches. 

November 9 – 26th Sunday After Pentecost 
Church member and composer Paul Schwotzer provides 
music for services this morning. Rev. Broadbent preaches 
a sermon on Amos 5 and I Thessalonians entitled “Not 
What We’d Expect.” 

November 16 – Stewardship Celebration Sunday 
Today we celebrate the culmination of our 6-week 
Stewardship Pledge Drive to enable the vital ministries 
and mission outreach of our local congregation in 2009. 
Jenny Chapman shares a reprise of her original song, “On 
Earth as in Heaven” and Rev. Broadbent preaches a 
sermon on Matthew 24:14-30 entitled “Entering into the 
Joy.” 

November 23 – Reign of Christ/Thanksgiving Sunday 
On this “New Year’s Eve” of the Christian calendar, we 
pause to give thanks. Our texts, Ezekiel 34 and Matthew 
25, imagine the shepherd who separates the sheep from 
the goats based on the demands of justice. Rev. 
Broadbent’s sermon explores “The Bounds of 
Thanksgiving.” 

November 23 – Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
All are invited to a Community Service of “Thanksgiving 
and Unity” at 4:00 at Temple Shalom, 1523 E. 
Monument. 

November 30 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
Today is the first Sunday in the Christian year. We light 
the first of our Advent candles and pray for a 
“Sustainable Peace.” Members of the Confirmation Class 
of 2009 plan and prepare the services, including the 
sermon. 

November 30 – Advent Taizé Service of Healing 
At 4:00, our annual Advent Taizé Service of Healing will 
include chanting, silence, and readings. Healing with 
anointing oil will be offered and participants may place 
prayer scrolls on a special tree. At a time of year when 
loss can feel especially hard, this service provides safe 
space to pay attention, to grieve, and to heal. 

2008-2009 Worship & Program Year Theme: 
“Sustainable Faith” 

Coming in December…  
Sustainable Hope, Joy, and Love; Weekly Thursday Taizé 

services, the Christmas Mystery, and Christmas Eve 
services at 4:00, 6:00 and 11:00. 
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