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VOLUNTEERS & STAFF
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NOTES IN BRIEF
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MORE ROBES FOR JOYFUL NOISE ; SOMETHING TO SAY
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By Frank Shelton
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By Paul Schwotzer

/Sometimes I’m right, and | can be wrong, my own beliefs are in my
song.0
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IRA ROLLOVER EXTENSION ; BLESSING
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
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Greetings Jerusha! | wanted to let
you know how warmly the two
baptismal shawls were received
yesterday! Rev. Laura asked me to
join the Childrens' time and bring a
shawl in progress. Of course | have
4 in progress so that part was easy!

)

Rev. Laura asked the kids about
special blankets and asked why they
like them. Two of the little ones
brought their blankets with them,
so it was an easy conversation!
Then she said: Michael is here with
a blanket she's working on. She and
some friends knit these blankets.
Michael would you tell them what
this is all about?" | then said: "You
know how good it is to get a hug
from your mom?" Heads nodded. "A
good hug from mom, or dad or a
friend is really good, huh?" More
nods. "Well, God loves you. Jesus
loves you. Mary loves you. But
they aren't here right now, so we
knit these blankets to be a hug for
you. A hug from God." The kids got
that.

Then Rev. Laura talked about the
special blankets. Two pretty
baptismal shawls to be given to
Avril and Anika. She took the
shawls off the altar, and put them
around the little shoulders. Then
we all moved to the baptismal font
and did the ceremony. Rev. Laura
baptized them right where they
were. Little Anika stood beside the

font and held still, playing with the shawl tag, while her head was
watered; Avril was comfortable, wrapped in the shawl in her daddy's
arms. Beautiful.

Downstairs in fellowship hour, | was called over to the table with the
parents and grandparents of the girls and asked to explain the tags. | told
them how involved FCUCC's PSM is with our group and said the shawls had
been donated by your group in support of our growing group. Little Anika
came over, shawl in arms, and asked if she could go play with a friend.
Mom said yes, but why don't you let me hold the shawl for you. Anika
wrapped her arms around it and put her little cheek on it, saying no. So
mom let her take it to go play. | turned to mom and affirmed that it's
washable. That got a laugh! :-)

That little girl, so wrapped in love and comfort by that beautiful shawl...
| turned to grandmom and said... that's why | do this! She nodded
appreciatively.

Please pass my deep thanks on to the group. We have 4 in our group
now. Forest, Neil's partner, finished his green one and is starting on a
rainbow one. He said he did the math and figured out how much of each
color he'd need. Can't wait to see that one! Neil finished his purple one
and is deciding which color to do next. Mark is still learning so I'm being a
teacher... not as easy as it looks! | turned in an orange one yesterday to
replace the orange one that went to a young man with a brain tumor. Of
the six we had ready on the 7th, two are still in the office... the others
are all out! How cool is that? | was told I'd probably have to make
another purple one since the lady who received that doesn't seem willing
to ever part with it. | said, by all means, tell her to keep it! That's what
we're all about!

Jerusha: What a beautiful journey this is being! | joined the group in
Colorado Springs and found comfort and companionship. Also, the deep
love of God. Then | came to Berkeley with the idea of starting a group
here. In the First Congregational Church of Alameda | found a Sr. Minister
very enthusiastic about the idea. Now | have 3 other people knitting with
me. Shawls are going out and I'm getting appreciative and loving response
from people who | didn't even know got a shawl! It's starting to work
without my doing it! Two shawls in our collection are made by someone
else! People are asking for shawls and thanking me for starting this so
very effective ministry! It's just a dream come true and sends me running
out for more yarn with even more enthusiasm!

Thank you to everyone in the group for their love and support of this new
ministry. | appreciate receiving emails about your activities and will keep
you informed of ours. Much love!

Blessings,
Michael
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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for your support! 6 >
For more church event details, visit www.fcucc.org.
STEPHE% %‘INISTRY




ON EARTH ASINHEAVEN ; FRANKLIN‘S INSTALLATION
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)AIll ordained clergy are invited to meet at 3:30 p.m.
2 to prepare for the processional*
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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