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THE COMMUNICATOR

Responding to God'’s love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an
inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, education,
fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God.
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By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent

With excitement, | am anticipating the lectures of Amy-Jill Levine June
19-21. Dr. Levine is an Orthodox Jew who is a New Testament scholar at
Vanderbilt Divinity School. When one reads her books or hears her
lectures, one is disarmed and humbled to realize that this Jew knows
more about Christianity than most Christians do. She approaches
Christianity respectfully, seeking neither to validate or refute its claims,
but to understand the historical roots of its scriptural tradition and
interpretation.

While Amy-Jill will not be speaking specifically on Interfaith Dialogue, the
question of whether and how such a dialogue could be fruitful comes to
the forefront of my mind. | have been engaged in some form or another of
Interfaith Dialogue in high school, college, seminary, and now in Colorado
Springs. | am a member of the Pikes Peak Interreligious Clergy
Association, which gathers leaders from spiritual communities in the city
to share food and fellowship. We have sponsored an annual Interfaith
Thanksgiving Event.

The most satisfying moments of Interfaith Dialogue are, for me, the times
when real differences are shared and acknowledged respectfully. The
least satisfying moments are when, usually because we have not built
much trust, differences are minimized and everyone assumes that,
basically, “we all believe the same thing.” Not even Christians believe the
same thing. How could Buddhists, Bahai, Unitarians, Baptists, Catholics,
and Jews?

On May 24, Rabbi Don Levy of the local Temple Beit Torah, will speak in
services. We’ve had lunch several times and have shared respect for one
another’s tradition and beliefs without concluding that we believe the
same thing. We agree on a lot, but our core religious orientations are
different, and that is good. It’s interesting. It’s fruitful. As the great
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel said, “You can’t have interfaith dialogue
without faith.”

Let us be ready to welcome Rabbi Levy and Dr. Levine in the spirit of love
and generosity exemplified by Jesus and so many of our forebears in the
faith. Let us listen to the distinctiveness of Judaism and appreciate the
distinction of our own tradition. Let us be glad that we have much in
common, but equally appreciate the difference that make us part of the
diversity of creation. Let us speak our own convictions boldly while
humbly acknowledging that we are not God and therefore do not speak
the final word.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UCC Is AN “OPEN AND
AFFIRMING”
CONGREGATION. WE INVITE
PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE,
RACE, MARITAL STATUS,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
GENDER EXPRESSION,
MEANS, ABILITY, AND
SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO
JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF
GOD AND NEIGHBOR
THROUGH CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO
EDUCATION, AND
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE.
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The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity,
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions

no later than Friday, May 15, 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.
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Amy-Jill Levine’s weekend with
us as the 2009 James W. White
Lecturer is fast approaching. She
will join us June 19' to the 21%.

Several opportunities to become
acquainted with her work are on
the calendar. Please take a
moment to see if any of these
events fit in your schedule. All
three of these studies will
reference Amy-Jill’s book
entitled, The Misunderstood
Jew.

e Brad Marten will present a
two-part Adult Forum on
May 10" & 17",

e Bruce Sage will lead a three-
part Sunday school study at
9:00 a.m. in the library on
May 3™, 10%, and 17*".
Please feel free to contact
Bruce at 433-6524, either
with questions about the
material to be covered, or
to tell him you plan to
attend. Each class will stand
on its own. That is, if you
need to miss one of them,
you will not "feel lost” at
subsequent sessions. The
class will work whether you
plan to read all or part
of her book, or just have
time to take in a brief
introduction to Dr. Levine's
perspectives.

* Sue Scott & Casey Tencick
will host a two-evening book
discussion in their home on
Monday, May 4™ and
Monday, May 11", Please
contact them at
ssct2@comcast.net for more
information.

Copies of The Misunderstood
Jew will be for sale during
Fellowship Hour the first two
Sundays in May.
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Spring Clean-Up and Weeding
scheduled for May 16, 9:00 a.m.
- Noon.

The Grounds Committee needs a
few volunteers to lend a hand in
this annual clean-up and
weeding event. Feel free to
come for the morning, or a
shorter stint. Bring water,
sunblock, snack, gloves, and
your favorite weeding
implement. There will be a prize
for best gardening hat! Phone
Steve Getty (447-1573).
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Please join us on May 31, 2009
for Choral Presentation Sunday.
The Chancel Choir will perform
Morten Lauridsen’s Lux Aeterna
under the direction of Mandy
Todd Moore, accompanied by
Frank Shelton on organ. This
performance will end the 2008-
2009 choral season.
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For more information on this
year’s Vacation Bible School, see
Page 5.
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Plymouth Circle will meet on
May 6", at noon (note the time
change!), in the Founders’
Room. This will be a Salad
Luncheon and everyone is
invited to bring a favorite salad.
Hostesses will be Karen Miskel &
Frances Tippy. Devotions will be
presented by Beverly Ridings.
Music will be offered by Miriam
Giese & Charla McGaugh.

678
+ TAIZE PRAYER +

Thursday, May 28"
7:00 p.m.

Music, Readings, and
Silence.

A time to be enfolded
in God’s Love.
A time to be blessed
and healed.
All Are Welcome!

PLEASE COME!
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Did you know that the Prayer
Shawl Ministry offers two
opportunities to meet with
prayer groups? You don't even
have to bring knitting. Just come
with a desire to be still and to
be fed in the quiet meditation of
the heart. Of course, if you like
to knit or crochet, you are
welcome to bring that with you.
The Wednesday evening group
meets at 6:30 p.m. and is
facilitated by Teri McCabe (540-
9692). The Thursday morning
group meets at 11:30 a.m. in the
Chapel and is facilitated by
Jerusha Goebel (574-8748). Feel
free to call if you have
questions.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY & ENDOWMENT FUNDS
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By Jacque Franklin

Currently First Congregational Church
has: 18 trained Stephen Ministers; 6
trained Stephen Leaders; 1 attending
Stephen Leadership training in August;
& 18 care receivers. From March 8-9
we’ve logged approximately 468
volunteer hours of visitation.

o 0

Stephen Ministry is a lay Christian
care-giving ministry system through
which members of First
Congregational Church are trained and
organized.

O 0

People experiencing divorce, grief,
terminal illness, loss of a job,
relocation, empty nest, retirement,
hospitalization, loneliness, and many
other stresses or challenges need not
suffer silently. Stephen Ministry
expands the care First Congregational
can offer by equipping and organizing
members to provide quality care.

O @

Stephen Ministers are members of
First Congregational Church who have
gone through 50 hours of training in
providing high quality Christian care
to individuals experiencing a crisis or
challenge. Stephen Ministers are
assigned a care receiver and meet
with that care receiver weekly. This
relationship lasts as long as the care
receiver needs it. If you would like
more information on how to become a
Stephen Minister or to receive care
from one, please call the church
office at 635-3549 or call Kathy
Sparnins (Care Receiver Coordinator)
at 659-0447.

In John 15:12 Jesus says, “This is my
commandment, that you love one
another as | have loved you.” Loving
and caring for one another is not just
the pastor’s job - it’s something Jesus
calls us all to do! Stephen Ministry is a
ministry in which people with special
gifts for caring ministry can put those
gifts to use in an organized way,
bringing Jesus’ love and care to those
who most need it.
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By Ed Doerffel
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In April, we wrote about the importance of estate planning in developing a
long term strategy for retirement and the eventual distribution of an estate,
and we introduced an estate planning tool that is available on our website free
of charge.

As many in our congregation consider charitable giving as a strategic part of
their estate planning process, we would like to share some information
regarding the church’s endowment funds which have been established to
provide financial support for FCC into the future.

The Financial Advisory Committee is responsible for the management of four
endowment funds for the church. This committee is chaired by the church
treasurer with members comprised of past church treasurers and other
financial professionals.

The first two funds, the Dreffein & Vickers and the Anderson Endowments, are
similar in their donor restrictions regarding investments and use of investment
income. The first was established in 1988 through a bequest from Miriam
Vickers and two subsequent gifts in honor of Marie and Henry Dreffein. The
second was established by a bequest from Mary Lou Anderson’s estate upon her
death in 1994. Investments are restricted to interest bearing obligations of the
US government. The Financial Advisory Committee oversees their
reinvestment. The income is designated primarily for capital improvements but
allows the Church Council the flexibility to designate other uses of the income
if necessary. The combined market value of these two funds is $362,000 as of
March 31, 2009.

The Joseph C. Severn Fund was established in honor of Alan Severn’s father
prior to his death in 1998. The initial gifts from his estate were later joined by
a bequest from Peg Walker and a portion of the Lewis C. Howells Trust
distribution. The investments are donor-restricted to common stocks of
corporations domiciled in the United States. Currently, the primary investment
is in shares of the United Church Foundation Equity Fund. The Financial
Advisory Committee oversees their reinvestment. The income is designated
primarily for capital improvements but allows the Church Council the
flexibility to designate other uses of the income if necessary. The market value
of this fund was $45,950 as of March 31, 2009.

The Seven Pillars Fellowship Fund was established in 2008 as a designated fund
within the Pikes Peak Community Foundation. The fund received the final
distribution from the Lewis C. Howells Trust. The current market value is
$8,132. The fund is invested in 100% common stock, and their reinvestment is
managed by the Pikes Peak Community Foundation. The Fund will provide
charitable distributions for the sole benefit of FCC at the direction of the
Church Council.

Most recently, Walter Field’s estate made a $1,000 donation to the church,
and his family decided to invest this final gift into the Seven Pillars Fellowship
Fund in his memory. We are grateful for Walter’s life and the time that he was
part of the First Congregational Church community.

The church gratefully receives planned gifts of many types and sizes and uses
them as our donors intended. The Financial Advisory Committee remains
committed to following the wishes of our donors and investing the funds in a
prudent manner to meet the needs of our church.
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Be a part of an exciting week of
leadership and team building activities,
science and creative projects, music and
bible stories that reflect the boundless
nature of God’s creation. Come live fully
with parachute games, rock climbing
and other outdoor pursuits. Come ALIVE
with GOD!

Dates: June 8"-June 12%"

Times: 9-12, except for Friday, which
will include a picnic and afternoon
finale activity

Where: Centralized location at FCC, 20E
St Vrain St

Who: Registration for children currently
in K - Grade 6. Older teens welcome to
sign up as leaders & counselors
(community service looks good on
applications down the road!). K-Gré:
Invite friends and neighbors to enroll.

Parent Involvement: To nurture the
value of community, parents are
anticipated to all be involved in some
capacity. There will be many ways in
which to support and serve as indicated
on the registration forms.

1" 1- 3 $31 ; A
Will be available in MAY from the
¢ FCC website
* Hard Copies in the Front office
by Del’s box
¢ Watch out for a mailing via
snail mail

Please contact Del (Education
Coordinator) for further questions at
del@fcucc.org or 635-3549.
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By Judith Rice-Jones for the Whole Earth Committee

You have probably noticed the posters showing the ecological footprint of our
church. An ecological footprint measures human demand on Earth’s eco-systems. It
allows one to calculate how much of the earth (or how many more planet earths) it
would take if everyone lived a given lifestyle. This analysis compares human
demand on nature with the biosphere’s ability to regenerate.

The footprint for our church was done in conjunction with Interfaith Power &
Light which is offering an incentive ($10,000) to the congregation that most
significantly reduces its ecological footprint. NOTE that our numbers are higher
than they might normally be due to the required inclusion of the restoration work
which was done in 2008. In future years, we should see that part of our footprint
decrease considerably.

The Whole Earth Committee hopes that we may all join in discussions of ways to
further reduce our footprint. This may include more comprehensive recycling,
developing a carpool network to use when attending services or other events at
church, pursuing new technologies for energy efficiencies and any other ideas
which will come from our congregation. Those who are interested might want to
assess their own footprint as a step in seeking ways to live more sustainably and
also to save money, especially in today’s challenging economy:
http://www.myfootprint.org/en/visitor_information/. Please join our committee
in thanking Ruth Roland who compiled and entered all the information necessary to
calculate the information for FCC.

Whole Earth has adopted green meeting and events guidelines based on those
compiled by EPA (these guidelines are available in the Office.) The Church Council
has operated completely paperless at their recent meetings since adopting these
guidelines—using instead a screen and LCD projector. They also follow these
guidelines in their meals: limiting paper products, buying from local producers, and
recycling or composting leftovers. Many staff and Council members are also using
alternative transportation modes to travel to and from FCC.
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Dear Youth, Parents, Members & Friends of FCC,

| am writing you this letter to let you know | will be leaving the Youth & Young
Adult Coordinator position to pursue professional goals in theatre as of May 31°.
This decision did not come easily as | have greatly enjoyed working with the youth
and families of this church over the last year. As many of you know, acting has
been a great passion of mine, & | am at a point in my life where | want to pursue it
more authentically. | am applying to graduate schools in the hope of studying
theatre full time next fall. My time here at FCC has been very informative and |
have learned a great deal about myself and God’s wonderful creation; | hope that
your experiences with me have also let you see God’s great everlasting love.

When | began my ministry here, | set out to create a place for youth where they
would feel they belong. Over this last year | believe that space has been created,
or at least has begun to be realized. I’ve seen many youth pass through our doors
throughout the year - 80 high schoolers, 40 middle schoolers, 23 Confirmands, and
a multitude of families, adults, and other caring church members. That’s a lot! God
is indeed doing great things here! In setting out to create an environment that
fosters community, it is my prayer and hope that the youth of this church continue
to support each other; love one another through the great times and the difficult
times; be a beacon of light and hope for not only yourself but also for the future
youth of the church; take time to volunteer and share that special you that God
has breathed life into; and in all things, know that you are greatly loved, and that
you can share that love with everyone you encounter.

For the next month or so, | want you to know you can expect that all youth
programming will go as planned. | have created a calendar through the end of May,
and there will be youth programming led by volunteers throughout the summer. My
final event with our youth will be the planned lock-in at the end of the school year,
5:00 pm Friday, May 29 through Saturday, May 30 at 9:00 (Continued on Page 6...)
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By Frank Shelton

Music for worship services in May will
highlight many of the talented soloists
and ensembles of our church.

Sunday, May 3 the Joyful Noise Choir
will sing "Pachelbel Canon/Amazing
Grace" as the offertory at the 9 a.m.
service. The Chancel Choir will sing "The
Lord is My Shepherd” at the 11 a.m.
service.

On Sunday, May 10 an ensemble
comprised of Carol Fields, piano;
Tamera Halverson, violin; Ann Rule,
cello; and Phyllis White, flute will join
soprano Victoria Hansen in presenting
special music for Mother's Day. Here is
Victoria's description of the music:
"Love After Love' is the third song in a
short song cycle composed for Victoria
Hansen by her husband, Stephen Scott.
The poetry chosen for the cycle depicts
the changing vantage points of Woman
as she evolves through life's stages.
"Love After Love,"” a poem by Derek
Walcott, celebrates reclaiming oneself
after years of ignoring "Self" for
another. Victoria selected this song to
dedicate to mothers who, after years of
self-sacrificing, greet themselves anew."
At the 11 a.m. service the Chancel Choir
will sing "0 Nata Lux" from Morten
Lauridsen's Lux Aeterna.

On Sunday, May 17 the Bells of St. Vrain
will offer "Be Thou My Vision" and
"Precious Lord" with clarinetist Jay
Norman at each service. These works
will also be offered at the Handbell
Concert to be held in the Sanctuary at 4
p.m. on Sunday, May 3.

Pianist John Saxon will play the
offertory and postlude at both services
on Sunday, May 24 and the Chancel
Choir will sing Maurice Duruflé's "Ubi
Caritas" at the 11 a.m. service.

On May 31 the Chancel Choir will offer
as their annual choral presentation
Morten Lauridsen's Lux Aeterna.

Highlights of the summer will be the
annual Folk, Open and Affirming, Flute,
and Jazz Sundays and more music by
many of our talented members.
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2- B ?34 to... and+C1 for liturgical dance; * D for
their musical offering; CE. directed by - F for the Thurs.

Lenten services; > #and + + #F
worship assistance; ! ) ) for Session 3; > ) " C
assisting as worship liturgist; for coordinating B 1 ) 6
visit; for assisting in baptism; A ) FF # for assisting in
worship; A and 1 2 for Planned Giving presentation;
introducing new members; ( ) + ) ( (B

for assistance as liturgists; + F ## )Fand + F for
teaching the Stephen Ministry Class; ! n and B C for
vocal duet; A and (0] for assisting in worship.

for musical offering;  CE ) for

; 53 victims of this month’s #
; ; 1 to lead us toward peace; A -
2 | # following additional surgery; + + . ) , mother of >
+ . ) ,in hospice care; + # ;1 F, chemo treatment;
- suffering with migraines; members and friends who have
#H# # ;B $ ) ’saunt, # of KSin ICU; + - ¢
sister, + > # recovering from surgery; family and friends of O
2 1 )F (whose tragic death shocked the community; + , cousin
toA ! 1) %A , with cancer; F , friend of 1 ) ) s
with cancerJ$ FB # ( home after being hospitalized in Philadelphia;
( recovering from surgery.

>1-? 1 for... Italy’s H F

3 3+ to... friends & family of 3 , who died 4/27/09; friends &
familyof A# * # )B  whose aunt, + # , died 4/4/09;
family and friendsof 1 ! & O ) :, past member whose memorial service was
held 3/28/09 at Swan-Law; family and friends of ) ? # whodied 3/20/09;

B # and family on the loss of mother/grandmother, - of Mass. On
2/21/09; 1 )FO ) and family on the loss of his father, &+ O ) (of
TX on 3/20/09; + ! and + 9 on the loss of brother

and uncle + ; 2 and family on the loss of her sister
of AZ, 3/16/09; > ) ) ) 1 ) HH# on the sudden
loss of 1 2 # , student and friend of A !

3 "1- 4+- 3 KA ! starring in the play RUR at UCCS;
A , sister of A ) and daughterof ' 1+ | ) , Presidential
nominee for Administrator, General Services Administration post; the +

#  on their safe return from China with their new sister/daughter; Winners of
the 2009 regional science fair - )F 0 (# F ( +
R ;A F baptized on 3/22/09; ** # introduced last
Sunday; | F ordained on 3/22/09; new commissioned
last Sunday; $ ** whose poem was selected for the Pikes Peak Poet Laureate
Project; A1 1) 9A on her chapter contribution in the new book “Legends,
Labors, and Loves of William Jackson Palmer;” A ) - on her art exhibit at
ARTSpace Gallery.

3 - 1 .4A)XH $ F , Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or
jacque@fcucc.org. For more church event details, visit www.fcucc.org.

(Dodson Letter, continued from Page 5...) a.m. It is my hope that the Dwelling
Place will be remodeled by then and that on Sunday, May 31 we will bless the new
look of our sacred youth space in between worship services.

Know that | love you all very much, and know that | am excited and thrilled to be
pursuing theatre full time. | welcome your prayers and well wishes, and would love
to meet one-on-one with youth before | leave. You have all taught me so much,
and | will forever value my time spent with you. Know that | am not leaving for
good, and you will probably see me around. Here’s to the God of new beginnings
and loving friendships! Many Blessings, Jeffrey Dodson
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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Lee Kelly

Junam Lee

Nance McCullough
David Rasmussen
Jennifer Strovink
Jillian Sundman
Jerome Carter
Leanne Hadley
Yumi Matson
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Mathilde Smallwood
Jean Jordan
Charles Kiskiras
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Stephen Kern
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Matthew Jones
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Jim Diers
Mary Frances Kerr
Sam McCullough
Fawn Bell
Alton Forgy
Martin McLaughlin
Blake Olesen-Phelps
Ben Robinson
Ben Bonfiglio
Joel Francis
Emily Jones
Jeannine Bramwell
Thomas Francis
Diahn Martins
Ellen Bramwell
Kim Brown
Nancy Cain
Eva Warner
Ryan Kennedy
Ariel Kiskiras
Gloria Latimer
Margaret Reiber
Ross Hokanson
Ann Howard
Alison Raines

Delrae Hokanson
Rachel & Hannah
Poffenberger-Twomey

Annalise Everett
Casey Welch
Daniel Yuan
Craig Anderson
Chuck Benson
Grant Miller
Randon Morris
Ron Young

Tres Riegel

Tim Stroh
Matthew Cole
Catherine Dressel

Lilian Ford
Daniel Martins
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Tyler Walker
Daniel Tynan
Pam Shockley-Zalabak
Rick Smith
Alyssa Mason
John Saxon
Emme Stanec
Benjamin Sloan
Elizabeth Alexander
Peggy Foley
Betty Lindeman
DeLyn Martineau
Lois Matthews
Wade Miller
Robin Tencick
Sally Edmunds
Laura Pfender
Isabel Walker

Barbara & Frank Shelton

Sharron & George Waterhouse
Rose Mary & B.J. Clark

Marilyn Robbins & Christopher Bjork
Sally & Matthew Gorges

Robbie Limpert & Sid Shelton
Tamera & David Halvorson

Karin & Erik Henriksen

Susan Wich & Steve Rodriguez
Nancy & Kelly Cain

Ruth & Tom Connell

Siri & Ralph Everett

Terri Cotton & Howard Lankford
Kristen & Bruce Downs

Dina Wood & S. Tracy Santa
Karen & Harold Miskel

Peggy & Melvyn Weissman
Jocelyn Bakkemo & Paul Brookens
Pat & Richard Dolin

Maurin Anderson & Jeremy Haefner
Jen Grimmett & Aaron Bridgmon
Kandiss & Stephen Horch
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Today we recognize Sunday School teachers, Children’s L 6

Worship leaders, and Our Whole Lives facilitators. We
will celebrate Holy Communion at both services, the
Children’s Choir sings at 9:00 and the Chancel Choir at
11:00. Rev. Broadbent preaches an interactive sermon on
“The Practice of Offering.”

Today we consider our role as earth stewards even as we
honor mothers. We will baptize a child at the 11:00
service. Rev. Franklin preaches on “The Integrity of
Mother Earth.”

, = ! = # !
Today is the culmination of a 9-month confirmation
program. Up to 22 9" and 10™ graders will be confirmed
as members of the church today. Rev. Broadbent
preaches a sermon entitled “Friends of God” from John
15:9-17.
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Rabbi Don Levy will be our guest speaker. Rabbi Levy
serves Temple Beit Torah and has been a chaplain at the
Air Force Academy.
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Also known as the “Birthday of the Church,” Pentecost
Sunday this year features Lux Aeterna, an extended
piece offered by the chancel choir.

# A K
Trinity Sunday, Juneteenth Sunday, Guest Lecturer:
Amy-Jill Levine, Summer Camp Sunday




