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MONEY AS COUNTER-SCRIPT 
By Matt Turner 
 

Our consumerist culture tempts us to measure our self-worth with 
money.  In this script, you are only as good as the car you drive, the size 
of your house, the job you have, the money you hoard or the people you 
beat to the top of whatever ladder you imagine you are climbing.  It is a 
culture turned upside down, where we confuse wealth with worth and 
valuations for values.  

In The Soul of Money, Lynne Twist writes, “The prevailing winds don’t 
support a stand for values other than financial ones, for understanding 
and examining the distinction of enough, for waking up to the sufficiency 
and wholeness of the world around us, and seeing the value of what is 
there before us.”  The beauty and value of your life and God’s nurturing 
intentions for you do not change with the size of your bank account.  Your 
unique value is sacred whether you are a billionaire or on the 
unemployment line.  There are no spare parts in the universe.  

Yet, the lie of scarcity tells us otherwise.  Scarcity has given us 
insatiably hungry holes to fill. The more we accumulate, the more we 
hunger.  Our possessions fail to satisfy, yet that dissatisfaction compels us 
to buy more.  Fear of lacking coerces guilt-ridden choices in our jobs and 
relationships.  Then, when we witness money’s grip, instead of facing our 
fears of scarcity, we shun money as a necessary evil or we ignore it 
altogether, leading to a kind of civil war between our craving for money 
and the deepest cravings of the soul.  There is nothing inherently evil 
about money.  Money is a tool.  How we use our tools matters infinitely 
more than how many tools we own.  The same carpenter who uses her 
hammer to build prisons can one day use her hammer to build hospitals.  
Money, a tool that once yoked our spirit, can become a tool of liberation. 

The tool of money can reset our culture’s value script.  Money is a 
mouthpiece to voice our core principles.  Our money commitments to 
First Congregational Church speak for peace in wartime, justice against 
civil rights abuses, charity in the wake of corporate scandal, and social 
activism in an era of prosperous apathy.  Our offerings are at work 
changing our community’s attitudes about faith and Christian values.  Our 
money provides for a spiritual home to hundreds who would otherwise 
feel outcast from God’s kingdom.  Our money speaks across messages of 
emptiness, scarcity and lacking that enslave us.  Where we once felt 
powerless to money’s grip, we wield the power of soul-driven choices. 

By pledging resources to your highest calling, money can become the 
legal tender of love and compassion.  You say a resounding “no,” 
alongside God’s own resounding “no,” to the world’s conventional wisdom 
that says you are what you consume.  You assert that you are here for a 
purpose and that your talent and resources mean something to God 
beyond their ability to create value in the marketplace. 
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To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, May 16th, 2008. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include 
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 
CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
GENDER EXPRESSION, 
MEANS, ABILITY, AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 

JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 

THROUGH CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO 

EDUCATION, AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. 
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N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

FOLK MUSIC SUNDAY 
Rehearsals for Folk Music Sunday 
begin May 5th 
  
Our annual Folk Music Sunday 
will be held on July 13.  Paul 
Schwotzer will be coordinating 
the music for this service.  An 
organizational meeting will be 
held on Monday, May 5 at 6:30 
p.m. in the music room.  All 
interested folk musicians are 
invited to come. For further 
information contact Paul 
Schwotzer, 
pschwotzer@mac.com, 598-6401 
or 238-7289. 

TAIZÉ 
TAIZÉ PRAYER 

Thursday, May 22nd 
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
Readings, Silence, Music 

Communion and Healing Prayer 
Please join us! 

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE 
Plymouth Circle will have our 
annual Salad Luncheon in the 
Founders’ Room, on Wednesday, 
May 7th at 12:00 noon.  Please 
note the time change!  The 
hostesses will be Karen Miskel, 
Frances Tippy and Dolly Eager.  
Devotions will be given by 
Beverly Ridings.  Members may 
invite a guest to come for fun & 
fellowship.  We will start our 
summer break and meet again in 
September. 

POOPED OUT PARENTS 
POPS (pooped out parents) will 
gather in Bear Creek Park on 
June 7 at 3:00 p.m. for fun, frolic, 
and food.  BRING THE KIDS and 
a dish to pass.  Hot dogs, 
hamburgers, Boca burgers, and 
drinks provided. 

THE SOUL OF MONEY 
All-Church Read kicks off this 
month with The Soul of Money 
by Lynne Twist! 
 
The Council, Stewardship 
Committee, and Mission, Giving 
& Outreach (MG&O) Committee 
invite you to read, enjoy and 
grow with this moving, insightful 
book about the power we have 
to effect change in this world 
and in our own lives by the way 
we use and spend our money.  
Borrow a copy from the church 
library or purchase one online. 
Discussion groups are 
planned for Sundays June 8 & 
15, 10-11 a.m. in the Chapel. 

VIVALDI’S GLORIA 
The Chancel Choir will perform 
Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria under 
the direction of Mandy Todd-
Moore at the 9:00 and 11:00 
a.m. services on Sunday, May 18, 
2008, as the culmination of the 
choral season.  Many church and 
community members will join 
the orchestra and choir including 
Victoria Hansen and Pam 
Lehmkuhl as soloists. 
 
The wonderfully sunny nature of 
the Gloria, with its distinctive 
melodies and rhythms, is 
characteristic of all of Vivaldi’s 
music, giving it an immediate 
and universal appeal.  This, 
Vivaldi’s most famous choral 
piece, presents the traditional 
Gloria from the Latin Mass in 
twelve varied cantata-like 
sections.  Please join us for this 
wonderful musical presentation.  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
The Children's Choir 
Extravaganza II held during 
spring break was a great 
experience for the fifteen 
children involved and the adult 
helpers.  The week was spent 
exploring and experiencing many 
types of music, movement and 
expression.  Thanks to Paul 
Carpenter, Carol Fields, Jenny 
Finn, Jenny Glick, Beth Garrison-
Kemp, Mandy Todd-Moore, Chris 
Pease, Anne Rule, Christine 
Simmons, Kelly Smith, and 
Natasha Walker, who offered 
their time and talent to make 
the week fun and successful. 
 

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL 

Vacation Bible School: 
The World in a Week 
 

Children in grades 1 through 5 
are invited to experience "The 
World in a Week" from 9 a.m. 
until noon the week of June 2 
through 6.  This week of 
Vacation Bible School will offer 
music, art, stories, food and 
other facets of cultures 
throughout the world.  For 
further information and to 
register contract Lyn Boudreau 
or Frank Shelton. 
 

WORSHIP ARTISTS 
On Sunday, April 13 we 
celebrated the great amount of 
talent so freely given to enhance 
our worship services through the 
arts.  Over one hundred people 
were recognized or participated 
in the services.  Among the 
groups offering music were the 
Chancel Choir, Daytime Ringers, 
Advanced Ringers, Flute Choir, 
Out Loud Men's Choir, and Joyful 
Noise Children's Choir. In 
addition, liturgical dance, 
sanctuary arts and the prayer 
shawl ministry added further 
beauty to the services.   

 

www.fcucc.org 
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POSITION & PROCESS: THE 
SEARCH FOR AN ASSOCIATE 
MINISTER 
By Church Council Members: Eric 
Ridings, Andrea Barker, Bruce 
Warren, Lee Lehmkuhl, and Sue 
Scott 
 
We are in a period of evolution and 
growth.  As your Church Council, we 
take seriously our role in providing 
adequate resources to meet the 
needs of the congregation.  In filling 
the Associate Minister position, we 
are prayerfully and thoughtfully 
considering the right focus and fit 
that will strengthen the team of 
ministers and staff that care for our 
entire congregation.  It has been our 
intent to be transparent and open in 
this process.  This article, and 
others in this issue, will address 
some of the questions raised in our 
recent congregational discussion 
sessions, and let you know the 
council’s reasoning in our approach 
to defining and filling the Associate 
Minister position. 
 
Upon realization that there was not 
a good fit with our recently called 
Associate Minister, we thought it 
wise to consider anew the position, 
rather than automatically assuming 
that the church should call another 
Minister for Children, Youth and 
Families.  We considered what we 
had learned in the 2006 Listening 
Sessions, the search process to call 
Reverend Taylor-Byers, as well as 
what we had learned during his year 
with us.  We considered the various 
pastoral needs of the congregation.  
We sought input from Reverend 
Broadbent, who shared his insights 
and needs with us.  We noted that in 
the 2006 listening sessions nearly as 
many comments favored calling a 
minister focused on pastoral care as 
those favoring a call focusing on 
children, youth and families.  We 
also noted that many pastoral care 
functions, including visitation, 
administering sacraments and 
counseling require a pastor, while 
youth ministry can be successfully 

led by highly qualified staff who may not be ordained, but who are 
energetic and inspiring to our youth.   
 
The previous Board and now this Council have been discussing the 
Associate Minister position for over five months.  At the earliest, the 
process to call an Associate Minister likely cannot be completed until the 
first of September.  There are good reasons to attempt to fill this position 
as expeditiously as possible.  First, we do not have the pastoral staff to 
cover all of our desired and expected pastoral functions.  To cite two 
examples, we did not have the traditional Silver Threads luncheon this 
year or last, and we did not provide home communions during the Easter 
season.  Second, the Council has realistic concerns regarding the workload 
that our Lead Minister has been carrying.  As you know, during his first 
year as Lead Minister we had no Associate Minister.  During his second year 
he spent a considerable amount of time mentoring Reverend Taylor Byers, 
who was new to parish ministry.  Reverend Broadbent cannot continue to 
do the work of one and a half to two ministers indefinitely.  He has been 
planning and leading worship, as well as preaching, without the aid of an 
associate minister. 
 
After prayerfully reflecting upon and discussing all of these things, it was 
the unanimous sense of the council that the best course of action was to 
ask Reverend Broadbent to share his thoughts with you, which he did in his 
pastoral letter at the of March and subsequently to hear your ideas and 
concerns through the four congregational discussion sessions.  We wish to 
address Benjamin’s very real needs, but are at the same time aware of our 
role as representatives and leaders of a UCC congregation. 
 
The Church Council met April 14 to review and discuss the opinions 
expressed by members of the congregation regarding the proposal to 
consider Dr. Jacque Franklin as an internal candidate for the associate 
minister position.  Nearly 100 persons participated in the congregational 
discussions.  Council members also received comments from many 
individuals at other times over the past month. 
 
As always, we are mindful of the importance of the input and support from 
the congregation prior to taking any definitive action on a matter as 
critical as a pastoral call, and our discussion sessions in April have given us 
insightful input. The vast majority of comments offered at these meetings 
(on the order of 90%) support the proposal and to form a search committee 
charged with reviewing Reverend Jacque Franklin’s credentials and 
references as an internal candidate to be called as Associate Minister.   As 
we listened, we also realized the need to describe clearly the proposed 
job position and the proposed process for calling an Associate Minister.   
 
In order to be clear about the job description/position, a comparative 
table showing the proposed assignments of duties for the full-time Lead 
and the Associate Minister positions for FCC will be found in this month’s 
newsletter.  Additionally, a short letter is included from Reverend Tom 
Rehling, Conference Minister, concerning the process of filling an Associate 
Minister position.  In May, the Church Council continues to discuss and 
decide on the next steps in our process to fill the Associate Minister 
position following our constitutional procedures and the guidance and 
input of the Rocky Mountain Conference of the UCC.  
 
For more information about the Associate Minister position and process, 
please see Page 5 of this issue of the FCC Communicator. 

A S S O C I A T E  M I N I S T E R : P O S I T I O N  &  P R O C E S S 
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A S S O C I A T E  M I N I S T E R : P O S I T I O N  &  P R O C E S S 

ASSOCIATE MINISTER 
(CURRENT FOR MINISTER OF 

VISITATION) 
• Primary coordinator and provider 

of pastoral visits 
• Heads Stephen Leader Team to 

implement Stephen Ministry 
• Organizes Care Team to support 

physical needs of members 
(transportation, meals, etc.) 

• Partners with Council Member for 
Care & Fellowship to support Care 
& Fellowship Ministry Area 

• Completes other duties as 
assigned by Lead Minister 

  
(NEW RESPONSIBILITIES) 

• Works with the Membership 
Committee to welcome and orient 
new members 

• Preaches 10-12 times / year 
• Coordinates bi-annual Silver 

Threads luncheons 
• Supervises Stephen Ministers 
• Using various tools and media, 

connects members with 
appropriate ministries and 
volunteer opportunities 

• Supervises Nursery Attendants 

LEAD MINISTER 
 
 

• Church’s Primary Pastor & 
Administrator 

• Chief of Staff 
• Supervises Associate Minister, 

Church Business Administrator, 
Music Director, Youth Director, 
and Education Coordinator 

• Primary worship planner 
• Prepares sermons and preaches on 

a regular basis 
• Partners with Council Member for 

Outreach to support Outreach 
Ministry Area 

• Works with Church Council to 
provide vision and guidance for 
the congregation 

• Works with the Church Business 
Administrator, appropriate 
committees, and volunteers to 
safeguard and direct physical, 
financial, and human resources 

• Supports Stewardship Committee 
• Represents the church in the 

community in support of 
ecumenical, interfaith, and social 
justice efforts 

• Completes other duties as 
determined by the Church Council 

Comparative look at proposed full-time called Associate Minister position  
& Lead Minister position 

SHARED WORK  
OF THE PASTORS 

 
• Collaborate to identify and 

respond to pastoral care needs of 
the congregation 

• Plan and lead worship, preach, 
and administer sacraments 

• Collaborate with Sacred Covenant 
and Memorial Coordinators to plan 
and conduct services as requested 

• Plan and participate in 
Confirmation program 

April 18, 2008 
 
Dear Andrea, 
 

This is in response to your questions about the United Church of Christ Search and Call Process and how it relates 
to your current search for an Associate Minister.  

The typical process is the one that you followed in your previous search.  This was a national search that resulted 
in your call to Ryan Taylor-Byers.  This process usually takes about 12-24 months to complete.   

Occasionally, churches will have local options that are worthy of consideration and preempt the national search 
process. This is acceptable in the United Church of Christ, which is why we have guidelines for Search and Call rather 
than non-negotiable rules.  In your current situation, I believe it makes sense to evaluate your local candidate before 
moving into a national search. 

I feel that the most important consideration for you is to remain open and transparent with your congregation 
about your process. 

I wish you God’s blessings in your search for and calling of an Associate Minister.   
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tom Rehling, 
Conference Minister    
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
HIGHLIGHTS 
By Judy Pickle 

Since receiving National 
Register of Historic Places 
designation on October 31, 2002, 
First Congregational Church has 
received over ONE HALF 
MILLION DOLLARS in grant 
awards from the State Historical 
Fund (SHF).  These dollars have 
been matched in varying 
amounts by our capital campaign 
funds since its completion in May 
2003.  Even before that, SHF 
funded 75% of $2664 for 
professional preparation of our 
National Register nomination and 
100% of $9979 for a Historic 
Structure Assessment to 
determine building restoration 
needs. 

The Project Management 
Team (PMT) set itself an 
ambitious grant application pace 
to meet the SHF annual 
deadlines of April 1 and October 
1 as often as possible.  This has 
enabled us to maintain a steady 
cash flow as well as a steady 
work schedule for our architect, 
Tim Stroh, our contractor, Fred 
Fletemeyer, his chief assistant, 
Dan Paur, and glass restorer Mike 
Delva of Denver Art Glass.  We 
have been very fortunate, maybe 
even blessed, to have them 
working with us.  As you look 
around our historic building, note 
the high quality of their 
restoration work and the 
ingenuity of their solutions, e.g., 
the newly electrified sliding glass 
doors between the sanctuary and 
the Founders’ Room. 

Much of the restoration and 
many improvements are less 
visible but also very important:  
updating  sanctuary lighting, 
lightning protection, improved 
roof drainage, and roof 

insulation, which has already been cost effective in reducing 
heating bills.  The roof insulation, resealing of the atrium roof, and 
a new roof for the office/education addition were funded entirely 
by FCC because none of these could be considered historic, thus not 
eligible for State Historical Fund grants.  The stained glass 
assessment was also paid for by FCC because it was necessary 
information to apply for a grant for window restoration.  Generous 
gifts have provided for new pew cushions, the restoration of the 
rose window (Mary Warren bequest) and the sliding glass doors 
(Lewis Howells bequest plus capital campaign funds). 

To date PMT has applied to SHF for seven restoration work 
grants and has been awarded six, all of them for sealing the 
building’s exterior.  PMT has been very successful in stretching the 
capital campaign funds with the addition of outside funding sources, 
which have required a cash match.  The amount of the cash match 
from capital campaign funds has varied from 50% to 70% according 
to the project and the anticipated competition for money as the 
SHF fund became better known.  In spite of the fact that all of our 
projects have been completed on time and under budget, costs 
were higher than estimated in the Historic Structure Assessment 
completed in May 2003.  Some of the cost increase is due to 
inflation, some to low estimates, and some to unknown conditions, 
such as damaged window frames and doors, which required 
extensive repair. 

Currently PMT has three “open” grants, that is, grant awards for 
work being done now or for projects due to begin in coming months.  
FCC has committed a total of $514,500 as our cash match for these 
open grants.  As of today, the total funds, held in money market 
investments and certificates of deposit, are $740,672.  This leaves 
us with $80,143 for future needs, not enough to do all that’s 
required in the interior. 

We also have four pending grant applications: one to clean and 
repoint exterior masonry and three to plan interior restoration.  
Why three for the same project?  These are small requests, one of 
which does not require a cash match.  PMT hopes to use one or 
more of these awards as the cash match for the others.  The very 
last project will be the organ so its restoration will not be 
hampered by dust and dirt dislodged during other work. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  H I G H L I G H T S 

Come to Adult Forum, May 11 at 10 a.m.  
for a PMT presentation and discussion. 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
By Jacque Franklin 

THANK YOU to… All the 
musicians, dancers, artists, 
directors who participated in the 
Music and Arts worship service. 
Special thanks to the Music and 
Arts Committee and Victoria 
Hansen as chair, and Melissa 
Crompton for the beautiful 
banner;  Jeff Dodson and Youth 
who presented the skit for Camp; 
all who helped make Easter 
Sunday such a beautiful 
experience;  Brian Hofflander for 
providing instrumental music for 
the Good Friday service; Ann 
Skinner and many volunteers for 
helping with the Tenebrae service; 
Julia Harris and family, Samantha 
Garrett for the children’s Easter 
activity bags; Office Angels: Ernie 
Ohle, Margery Layton, Jim 
Goosman, Kandiss Horch; new 
Office Angels: Sarah Herbert, Neil 
Lehmkuhl; Victoria Hansen, for 
the soprano workshop; Barbara 
Schaefer, Volunteer Coordinator, 
having served nearly a year; Taizé 
Service facilitators and musicians 
for inspirational worship through 
the Lenten season. 

THANKSGIVING for… absence 
of cancer in Rick Shick, Frederick 
Morris, and Ruth Lehmkuhl’s 
pathology reports! 

CONDOLENCES to… friends & 
family of Emil Hokanson who died 
3/28/08 and whose Memorial 
Service was April 13 in the 
Sanctuary; family and friends of 
Doug Fox, who died 3/2/08 and 
whose Memorial Service was held 
on March 20that Shove Chapel.  

PRAYERS for… Ernie Ohle 
recently hospitalized; Wanda 
Skarke home after surgery; Ellen 
Brown recovering from knee 
surgery; Bill Edmondson home 
after hospitalization; Ross 
Hokanson recovering from 
surgery; Erma Chappell healing at 
home; Ted Lindeman home 
recovering after being hit by a car 

while riding his bike; Al Forgy home recovering; Jean Archer 
recovering from a fall in outpatient rehab; Cornelia Lang, Ann 
Skinner’s sister who has been diagnosed with cancer; Judi Nelson, 
health concerns. 

WELCOME BACK…Lance Tressler, home from Kuwait; and Brent 
Morris from Afghanistan. 

DEPLOYED MILITARY… John Fant, Brenda Bonk, Rebecca Snell, 
Justin Niemiec, Michael McClure, Thomas Robbins, Andrew 
Carpenter & Mike Franz. Prayers of gratitude & safety surround them. 

CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Pastor of Visitation, at 635-3549, 
or jacque@fcucc.org. 
 

SPIRIT-GIVEN GIFTS 
“Apart from many useful and practical reasons for discerning your 

gifts, the most profound reason is simply that your gifts are the place 
where God is closest to you in your life. Go where your gifts are and 

you will be closer to the source of those gifts…” 
 

Here’s an interesting discovery: In a recent national survey by 
Gallup, something like 58% of Christians did not strongly agree with the 
statement, “I regularly use my best strengths in my congregation.”  
Many church members shared they had not experienced any 
opportunity to intentionally discover or reflect on their Spirit-Given 
Gifts.  

As an adjunct to the Stephen’s Ministry, we (Luke Cammack and 
Lyn Boudreau) began an assessment of various existing Spiritual Gifts 
Inventories.  We also initiated dialogue with several groups within FCC 
and were delighted to discover keen interest and strong 
encouragement to pursue this project. 

We are now seeking a small group to join us in a session to explore 
a specific Spiritual Gifts Inventory, and to consider if/how it might be 
used to strengthen the life of FCC. 

 
Thus, you are cordially invited: 

 
WHAT: to experience a proposed “Spirit-Given Gifts” questionnaire/ 
tool, and to dialogue on how it might be used for benefit of our 
members and our church. 
 
WHEN: Saturday, May 10, from 8:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
 
WHERE: The Library at First Congregational Church. 
 
WHO: Anyone interested in deepening their spiritual life or curious 
about Spiritual Gifts. 
 
HOW: RSVP to Luke (LCammack3@gmail.com or 575-0976) by 
Wednesday, May 7. 
 

 
“What is the meaning of life? Find your gifts, use them for the 
purposes to which God has given them to you…Questions of meaning, 
purpose, and identity will resolve themselves as you use, discern and 
deepen your gifts.” 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E ; S P I R I T – G I V E N  G I F T S 
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Stephen Ministry Commissioning 
On April 20, 2008 the first class 

of 10 Stephen Ministers, Joan 
Loecker, Deirdre Gilbert, Ruth 
Heine, Charles Kiskiras, Lisa 
Birnbaum, Carol Fields, Nancy 
Lippincott, Regina Rodriquez, Bill 
Taylor, and Andrea Leak were 
commissioned at both services.  Two 
new Stephen Leaders, Sheryl Cline 
and Kathy Sparnins, were 
recognized along with our original 
Stephen Leaders, Lynne Stefonik 
and Luke Cammack.  
FCUCC Mission of Stephen Ministry  
Is to deepen community 
By training and supervising members 
In one-to-one Christian care 
With hurting people 
What is Stephen Ministry? 

For those who have encountered 
Stephen Ministry for the first time or 
may have forgotten the information, 
this article is for you. Stephen 
Ministry is a system of caring 
ministry that specially trains 
congregation members to provide 
one-to-one spiritual care for people 
who are facing a life challenge or 
crisis.                                                    
Stephen Leaders  
     We began Stephen Ministry April 
2007 when we sent our first Stephen 
Leaders to be trained in St. Louis.  
Stephen Leaders are members of our 
congregation who have the passion 
to see this ministry flourish, with 
administrative skills and time to see 
it succeed.  They work closely with 
the pastors and staff in scheduling 
class time, recruiting and selecting 
Stephen Minister candidates, 
teaching classes, building awareness 
of our ministry, managing care 
receivers, matching appropriate 
Stephen Ministers, and supervising 
Stephen Ministers. Their jobs are 
specific to their interests and skills.  
Our goal is to send two new Stephen 
Leaders to be trained each year so 
that 4 Stephen Leaders are available 
as a team, with our Pastors, to 
oversee the ministry in our midst. 
Stephen Ministry Organization 
     As a Stephen Ministry 
congregation, we’re part of 
something big.  There are more than 

9,000 Stephen Ministry congregations from more than 100 denominations 
worldwide.  Over a quarter-million lay people have been trained as 
Stephen Ministers.  Stephen Ministry was developed in 1975 by Dr. Kenneth 
Haugk, a pastor and clinical psychologist, who saw that he alone as pastor 
could not provide for all the caring ministry needs in his congregation.  So 
he began training lay persons, called Stephen Ministers, to help provide 
high quality care.  The ministry was so successful that other churches 
became interested and Dr. Haugk founded the not-for-profit Stephen 
Ministries organization.  Today Dr. Haugk is still the executive director of 
the Stephen Ministries organization, based in St. Louis. Their 50-person 
staff provides support to thousands of congregations. 
All of Our Ministry 
     Since this system of care has been so thoroughly tested and carefully 
thought through, it became the obvious choice for us at First 
Congregational United Church of Christ.  With our growing church there 
are many caring needs in our congregation and a need to commission 
others in the work at hand. April 20 we celebrated the first class of 
Stephen Ministers and commissioned them.  Commissioning Stephen 
Ministers in our worship services is a way for our whole congregation to 
recognize that we are sending out trained caregivers.  We are recognizing 
that Stephen Ministry belongs to all of us—everyone at First Congregational 
UCC.  It is our ministry and a way we as a congregation care for the needs 
of people in our congregation and community.   
Stephen Ministers 
     Stephen Ministers are trained to provide care for people experiencing 
divorce, the death of a loved one, hospitalization, loss of a job, a terminal 
illness, a relocation, the birth of a child, an empty nest, the transition into 
retirement, loneliness, a spiritual crisis – the list goes on.  Many of these 
needs might otherwise go unnoticed or slip through the cracks because we 
lack the staff to meet them.  Stephen Ministry can provide that care. 
     Stephen Ministers meet with their care receiver in private, one-to-one, 
confidential settings for about an hour a week and touch base by phone.  It 
is a confidential ministry.  The only people who know the identity of the 
care receiver are the care receiver, the Stephen Minister, the Stephen 
Leader coordinator.   
    Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders get together twice a month for 
continuing education and supervision.  Confidentiality is emphasized in 
supervision. Names and details about care receivers are never discussed.  
The focus of supervision is the relationship between the Stephen Minister 
and care receiver.                                           
Stephen Ministry Training    
    If you are interested in serving in this way our next Stephen Ministry 
class is planned for September 2008 through February 2009.  Classes meet 
once a week for two hours.  Depending on student and teacher schedules 
there are daylong workshops.                                               
Getting a Stephen Minister  
    If you are longing to have someone visit as a Stephen Minister or you 
know of someone who might benefit from a Stephen Minister, all you need 
to do is call Rev. Jacque Franklin, 635-3549, coordinator for Stephen 
Ministry.  You can also report needs to any of the Stephen Leaders listed 
above or our Lead Pastor Benjamin Broadbent.  We will contact you and 
confidentially discuss with you how Stephen Ministry works and how it 
would fit or not fit with your current needs.  Then the most appropriate 
Stephen Minister is matched to the care receiver.  You might get a Stephen 
Minister right away or you may have to wait until one is available. In 
bearing one another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2) we deepen relationship and 
deepen community. 

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y 
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EXPLORING OUR LEGACY 
By Pam Shockley-Zalabak  

Most would agree that we at 
First Congregational are enriched 
and blessed by a legacy from 
members of past generations.  The 
legacy we enjoy inspires rich 
traditions such as almost 100 years 
of presentation of the Christmas 
Mystery and the establishment of 
the more recent James W. White 
Endowed Lectureship.  We are 
connected with the invisible strands 
of the past when we enter our 
beautiful and historic place of 
worship. Exploring our legacy is an 
important companion to our ministry 
of extravagant welcome, openness 
to wonder, and a positive and pro-
active witness to the possibility for 
justice. 

The Planned Giving Members of 
the Stewardship Committee are 
inviting members of the 
congregation to begin discussions 
about our individual legacies both 
for today and for future 
generations. On Sunday, May 18th 
from 10:00 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. at 
the Adult Forum, member Wil Green 
and Greg Ring of PhilanthroCorp will 
help us begin this discussion. On 
Monday, May 19th from 7:00-9:00 
p.m., Greg and one or two of his 
associates will lead more in-depth 
discussions with a time for questions 
to determine how we might consider 
creating a legacy for First 
Congregational. All are invited and 
welcomed to participate. 
PhilanthroCorp has been retained by 
the Church Council to assist us with 
these important conversations.   

Past members of our 
Stewardship Committee, Jean & 
Ralph Hall, have recently completed 
a planned giving gift for First 
Congregational with support from 
PhilanthroCorp. Jean and Ralph well 
express what creating a legacy can 
mean:  

“To become part of the legacy 
of First Congregational is a joy and 
privilege we never dreamed would 
be possible.  With the guidance of 
PhilanthroCorp, we are able to join 

in the continuation of this great legacy.  Thanks be to God.” 
We hope you will consider joining us for the Adult Forum on May 18 

and the discussion on Monday evening, May 19.  Together we can build a 
wonderful tomorrow for First Congregational.   
 
CHILDREN’S EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 
Vacation Bible School, featuring the theme, The World in a Week--i.e., an 
exploration of the art, literature and music from various cultures around 
the world--will be offered daily for children in grades 1 - 8 during the week 
of June 2 - June 6, from 9 a.m. - noon.  
Call Lyn 635-3549 or at lmboudreau@comcast.net for more information or 
to sign up! 
 
Summer Sunday School classes for children Pre-School through grade 5 
will begin Sunday June 15 and continue through Sunday August 31 
featuring a multi-age curriculum based on Creation Stories from a variety 
of religious traditions.  
During the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. worship services, two mixed-age classes will 
be offered: i.e., a class for children Pre-School through 1st Grade, and one 
for 2nd through 5th graders.  
Middle School children will be invited to serve as classroom teacher 
assistants for each.  
Excepting the 1st Sundays of each month, Children’s Sunday June 8, Folk 
Music Sunday July 13, and Jazz Sunday August 17--when children are 
invited to stay in the sanctuary to worship with their parents, dates of 
Summer Sunday School are: June 15, 22, and 29; July 20 and 27; and 
August 10, 24, and 31. 
 
Teachers are still needed, so if you are interested in teaching but ONE 
Sunday this summer--during both services, but only for one grade-level, 
using one lesson plan--please contact Lyn Boudreau at 
lmboudreau@comcast.net or by calling 635-3549.   
 
Children’s Worship will continue through the summer for children Pre-
school through Kindergarten during both services on the first Sundays of 
the month, and Nursery Care will continue to be provided throughout the 
summer at both services by our nursery attendants Charlotte Ady and 
Elizabeth Ash. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
 
Continuing:  
‘Northern Lights’ a Bible Study based on a curriculum from Marcus Borg’s 
book, Reading the Bible Again for the First Time, continues to meet during 
the summer every other Tuesday night from 7- 8:30 p.m., 5545 Chukar 
Trail. Contact Lee Kelly for more information at: LK5163@yahoo.com.  
The Wednesday Morning Bible Study, meeting from 9:30 – 11 a.m. in the 
Gregg Library, will continue during the summer with an exploration of the 
book of Isaiah. Call Paul Carpenter at 520-1668 for details. 
 
On Hiatus: 
The Sunday Morning Bible Study facilitated by Ted Lindeman (473-6634), 
will be suspending classes for the summer, but will resume on Sunday, 
September 21. 

E X P L O R I N G  O U R  L E G A C Y ; C H I L D R E N ‘ S  E D U C A T I O N  P R O G R A M S 
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The Adult Forum will complete its 
spring session with the following two 
presentations:  
May 11--Pioneer Future: A Four-
Year Report presented by FCC’s 
Project Management Team, and May 
18--Exploring Our Legacy, presented 
by Wil Green and Greg Ring, from 
FCC’s Planned Giving Team. Forum 
will resume on Sunday, September 
21. Contact Dave Seyfert at 473-
5126 or go to www.fcucc.org for 
updates or more information.   
 

nature. . .campfires. . songs. . .s’mores. . .talent show. . .children’s activities. . .games. . . kickball. . .fun.fellowship 
 

Announcing. . . 
FCC’s Sixth Annual 

All-Church Camp Out! 
September 5-7, 2008 

At Camp La Foret, in Black Forest 
Registration begins May 18; 

 see www.FCUCC.org after May 1 for registration materials 

Register early; the camp will fill!  
 

 
 

And, to keep camp costs down and raise $$ for camp scholarships . . . 

Buy a Pie! 
Pie Sale, Sunday, May 4 and May 11 

Delicious home-made pies will be sold for just $25 
One lucky pie eater each week will find a $50 bill inside!!!  

Pie makers needed! Volunteers please contact Denise @ CKiskiras@earthlink.net 
 

. . .make friends. . .biking. . movement/dance...family bonding. . .labyrinth. . . swimming. . .scavenger hunt….   

    ……………………………………………………………BE PART OF THE TRADITION…………………………………………………………………………… 
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May Birthdays 
5/1 Lee Kelly 

5/1 Junam Lee 

5/1 Susan Love 

5/1 Nance McCullough 

5/1 David Rasmussen 

5/1 Jennifer Strovink 

5/1 Jillian Sundman 

5/2 Jerome Carter 

5/2 Leanne Hadley 

5/2 Yumi Matson 

5/2 Bill Poulson 

5/2 Paul Roberts 

5/2 Mathilde Smallwood 

5/3 Jean Jordan 

5/3 Charles Kiskiras 

5/3 Joshua Tolini 

5/4 Elizabeth Finn 

5/5 Joe Bender 

5/5 Stephen Kern 

5/5 Elwood White 

5/6 Ian Bjork 

5/6 James Freeman 

5/6 Samantha Hale 

5/6 Katherine Henjum 

5/6 Matthew La Bard 

5/6 Lynn Liggett 

5/6 Judi Nelson 

5/7 Linda Kay 

5/8 Jerusha Goebel 

5/8 Marcy McNeill 

5/9 Hannah Hallenbeck 

5/10 Ray Almond 

5/10 Josh Bailey 

5/10 Morgan Harper 

5/10 Matthew Jones 

5/10 Sharon Stine 

5/10 Tim Wolf 

5/11 Andrea Barker 

5/11 Ted Diers 

5/11 Mickella Duffy-Webb 

5/11 Karen Moreland 

5/11 Shannon Stichka 

5/11 Jon Vigne 

5/12 Brittany Cardin 
 

Birthdays (Continued) 
5/12 Jim Diers 

5/12 Mary Frances Kerr 

5/12 Sam McCullough 

5/13 Fawn Bell 

5/13 Alton Forgy 

5/13 Christin Gregory 

5/13 Martin McLaughlin 

5/13 Blake Olesen-Phelps 

5/14 Joel Francis 

5/14 Emily Jones 

5/15 Jeannine Bramwell 

5/15 Thomas Francis 

5/15 Diahn Martins 

5/15 Nathan Ralphe 

5/16 Nancy Cain 

5/16 Eva Warner 

5/17 Ryan Kennedy 

5/17 Ariel Kiskiras 

5/17 Gloria Latimer 

5/17 Margaret Reiber 

5/18 Ross Hokanson 

5/18 Ann Howard 

5/18 Lynn Pettit 

5/18 Alison Raines 

5/18 Maya Valdez 

5/19 Delrae Hokanson 
5/19 Hannah Poffenberger-

Twomey 
5/19 Rachel Poffenberger-

Twomey 

5/20 Annalise Everett 

5/20 Casey Welch 

5/20 Daniel Yuan 

5/21 Craig Anderson 

5/21 Chuck Benson 

5/21 Avery Casteel 

5/21 Grant Miller 

5/21 Randon Morris 

5/21 Ron Young 

5/22 Liam Aubrey 

5/22 Tres Riegel 

5/22 Tim Stroh 

5/23 Matthew Cole 

5/23 Catherine Dressel 

5/23 Lilian Ford 

May Anniversaries 
5/2 Barbara & Frank Shelton 

5/4 Sharron & George Waterhouse 

5/10 Rose Mary & B.J. Clark 

5/10 Marilyn Robbins & Chris Bjork 

5/12 Sally & Matthew Gorges 

5/13 Robbie Limpert & Sid Shelton 

5/19 Tamera & David Halvorson 

5/19 Karin & Erik Henriksen 

5/20 Susan Wich & Steve Rodriguez 

5/21 Nancy & Kelly Cain 

5/24 Ruth & Tom Connell 

5/24 Siri & Ralph Everett 

5/27 Terri Cotten & Howard Lankford 

5/27 Kristen & Bruce Downs 

5/27 Dina Wood & S. Tracy Santa 

5/28 Karen & Harold Miskel 
5/28 Peggy Dyer-Weissman & Melyvn 

Weissman 

5/30 Jocelyn Bakkemo & Paul Brookens 

5/30 Pat & Richard Dolin 

5/31 Maurin Anderson & Jeremy Haefner 

5/31 Jen Grimmett & Aaron Bridgmon 

5/31 Kandiss & Stephen Horch 

Birthdays (Continued) 
5/23 Daniel Martins 

5/23 Tyler Walker 

5/24 Daniel Tynan 

5/25 Pam Shockley-Zalabak 

5/25 Rick Smith 

5/26 Alyssa Mason 

5/26 John Saxon 

5/26 Emme Stanec 

5/27 Benjamin Sloan 

5/27 John Washburn 

5/28 Elizabeth Alexander 

5/28 Peggy Foley 

5/28 Betty Lindeman 

5/28 DeLyn Martineau 

5/28 Wade Miller 

5/28 Robin Tencick 

5/29 Sally Edmunds 

5/29 Laura Pfender 

5/31 Isabel Walker 
 

M A Y  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S      
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May Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
May 4 – 7th Sunday in Easter 

Today culminates the 2008 Lectureship Event with 
Walter Brueggemann, distinguished professor of Old 
Testament.  Dr. Brueggemann will be preaching a sermon 
entitled “What Does it Mean to Say ‘Christ Is Risen’?” 
The Joyful Noise Children’s Choir will sing at the 9:00 
service and the Chancel Choir will sing at the 11:00 
service. Holy Communion will be celebrated at both 
services. 

May 11 – Pentecost Sunday 
Today we celebrate the loud rush of wind that marked 
the presence of God’s Spirit to the early church.  It is 
also Mother’s Day and members of the Community Life 
Committee will honor the women in the congregation . 
Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon on Numbers 11:24-30 
entitled “Prophesy as a Way of Life.” 

May 18 – Trinity Sunday 
Today the Choir shares Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria” with 
us.  Rev. Broadbent preaches on Psalm 8 a sermon called 
“Lower than God, Crowned with Glory.” 

May 25 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
New Members join the church today and a baby is 
baptized. In some circles, today is also Pluralism Sunday.  
Rev. Broadbent preaches on I Corinthians 4:1-5 a sermon 
entitled “A Light in the Valley.” 

Coming in June… Rosemary Harris, President of NAACP Local Branch, Children’s Sunday, Father’s Day, and 
Juneteenth Sunday 
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