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Loving God & Loving Neighbor in the Mystical Tradition

By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent

| have been finding great joy
and depth in the books by
Bernard Mc&Gi nn, t hi ¢
James W. White lecturer. Dr.
McGinn will be here the
weekend of April 23rd-25th.
The lectureship committee,
worship planning team, and |
have been working to
introduce the early Christian
mystics to First
Congregational Church in
preparation for the lectureship
weekend.

Below, you will read a
description of the remaining
services in Lent during Holy
Week, and on Easter Sunday.
You will also find readings
that were provided by Dr.
McGinn to enhance our
Lenten practice. If you
havenorndegredd oMc
books, | encourage you to do
so. They are:

ABernard McGinr
Ferris McGinn,
Christian Mystics: The Divine
Vision of the Spiritual

Masterso (New )\
Crossroad, 2003)
ABernard McGinr

Essential Writings of Christian
Mysticismo (Nev
Random House, 2006)

| invite you to join in reading

and exploring what our
ancestors in the faith had to

say about cultivating an
encounter with the presence

of God. May you be blessed

by the awarenes
presence as you walk along

the Lenten way.

March 7th at 9:00 & 11:00
A.M. T 3rd Sunday in Lent

Rev. Jacque Franklin follows
our Lenten theme, Early
Christian Mystics, to preach
on John Cassian(d. 435), who
founded the earliest monastic
communities in Gaul. Holy
Communion celebrated at

both services with the Joyful
Noi se Childrent
9:00 and Chancel Choir at
11:00.

Weekly Reading:

John Cassian chapter (Early
Christian Mystics, pp. 59-75)

Section 3. Prayer, Liturgy,
Sacraments (Essential
Writings, 79-121)

March 11 at 7:00 P.M. i
Service of Taizé Prayer based
on work of John Cassian

March 14th at 9:00 &
11:00 A.M. i 4th Sunday
in Lent

Today Rev. Benjamin
Broadbent preaches on Pope
Gregory the Great (d. 604)
whose mystical work
concentrated on the theme of
ficompunncot ioor be
fipierced to the
Lehmkuhl is our tenor soloist.

Weekly Reading:

Gregory the Great chapter
(Early Christian Mystics, 76-
96)

Section 10. Vision,
Contemplation, Rapture
(Essential Writings, 309-64)

March 18th at 7:00 P.M. i
Service o Taizé Prayer based
on work of Gregory the Great

March 21st at 9:00 &
11:00 A.M. i 5th Sunday
in Lent

Guest preacher and pastor
emeritus Rev. Dr. James W.
White explores the thought of
William of St. Thierry
(d.1147), who described the
role of the Trinity in the
mystical life. Special music is
offered on clarinet by Jay
Norman as we recognize the
325" birthday of J.S. Bach.

Weekly Reading:

William of St. Thierry chapter
(Early Christian Mystics, 231-
52)

Section 6. Living the Trinity
(Essential Writings, 191-220)

March 2571 Service of Taizé
Prayer based on work of
William of St. Thierry

March 28th 1 6th Sunday
in Lent & Palm/Passion
Sunday

Rev. Broadbent explores the
work of Augustine of Hippo

(d. 430) in a sermon on the
fapophatico mys
unknowing knowing. The
handbell choir, a guitar

quartet, and a pair of dancers
help deepen our souls into the
beginning of Holy Week.

March 28th at 2:00 P.M. 1
Interfaith Conversation

Rev. Broadbent dialogues with
Buddhist Lama Khen Rinpoche
Lobzang T saddigioasn
Practice as Wa
David Gardiner, Professor of
Religion at Colorado College,
moderates.

<«

Weekly Reading:

Augustine chapter and
Bernard of Clairvaux chapter
(Early Christian Mystics, 152
70, 207-30)

Section 7. Encountering Christ
(Essertial Writings, 221-50)

Coming in

April 1st at 7:00 P.M. i
Maundy Thursday Service of
Tennebrae, Communion &
Footwashing

April 2nd, Noon to 3:00 P.M. i
Ecumenical Good Friday
Service at First Presbyterian
Churchi Rev. Broadbent
preaches on the first word,
AFat her , forgiwv
know not what t
(Luke 23:34) at 12:10. Susie
Marten and Frank Shelton
provide music for the first

word.

April 4th at 6:00 A.M.
(Sunrise Service), 8:00, 9:30
& 11:00 Easter Sunday
Services

early
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC
ADULT FORUM
Meetings are held from 10:00 -

10:50 A.M. Sunday mornings in the
Chapel

March7": iWhat Shoul d
f or L(PantfTH?e@ of Three) i
Bruce Sage

March 14" i He a | tReformine
the U.S.: The Good, the Bad, & the
U g | TyJérry White

March 21%: flunderstanding
Islamism: Ideology, Fear, and
Utopiadi Peter Wright

The Forum will not meet on Palm
Sunday, March 28" or on Easter
Sunday, April 4". We will return on
April 11,

For updates, please check the FCC
web site (www.fcucc.org) and select:
Opportunities/Adult/Forum Schedule.

TAIZ E PRAYER

A service will be held
each Thursday during March
at 7:00 P.M in the Sanctuary.

Please join us!

All are welcome to experience God n
the silences, the readings, and
during the singing.

March 4™
March 11™
March 18"
March 25"

SECOND SUNDAY SINGLE S

The Second Sunday Singleswill meet
at the church March 14™, at 5:00
P.M. Dinner will be served (no
potluck this time) for a charge of
$5.00. Our panini maker will be
working overtime! Red and white
wine will be served, as usual.

I'tdéds a time tdsinane g
enjoyable atmosphere. We ask you

to RSVP so we willknow how many
paninis to make. Join us! For more
information, call Linda Mooney @
475-7686.

NEW ADULT SUNDAY
SCHOOL CLASS
The New Adult Sunday School Class
meets at 9:00 A.M. in the library. In
March we will have the following

presenters and topics:

AMar Bh 7T heto thee y
Ki ngdom: |yt Katbleem t i
Hill

AMar c™21% 4and 28" /i Wh a
Shall We Giwe up for Lent? How
about ByBaceBage

Our classes feature discussion far
more than lecture. We welcome
diverse opinions and rich insights.
Come joinus!We 6 | | have
coffee waiting for you!

For more information, call Bruce
Sage @ 4336524.

E- COMMUNICATOR

Here's your chance to help the
church conserve resources- by
choosing to get your next copy of
The Communicatorelectronically.
Just drop an e-mail to Richard
Grebenstein at richardg@fcucc.org

Tell Richard you want to opt out of
the mailed edition in favor of your
own copy in PDF form. It looks
exactly like the printed version,
except it's in full color. You can
enlarge pages for easier reading and
print only those pages you need. And
it will arrive in your inbox several
days earlier than the printed edition.

Each issue costs about $1 to send
you each month, including printing
and postage. The annual cost of
printing and mailing 7he
Communicator to every member
every month is $3,100. That
amounts to quite a few trees over
time, not to mention the carbon
emissionsto run the trucks that
deliver the mail.

Imagine what e/sethe church could
do with that money, and a tree .

JOYCE RUPP PRAYER GROUP

Which of you walks in darkness and
sees no light? ... lean on God (Isaiah
50: 4-10)

The Joyce Rupp prayer group meets
on Monday, March 1%, from 6:30-
7:30 P.M. in the church library to
pray, with the March theme of
Leaning on God. Through prayer,
guided meditation and journaling, we
enter into the new month mindful of
God's presencein our lives. All are
welcome. For more information,
contact Karin Henriksen,
karin.j.henriksen@gmail.com.

POOPED-OUT PARENTS

Please join us at the home of Julia
and David Harris on April 10™ for a
BBQ dinner. We will provide smoked
meats catered by Chef Ryan of
Rugger 6FReask Brigy.a side or
dessert to share. E-Vite to follow
soon. If you are not on our e-mail list
and would like to be added, please
contact davidanajulia@comcast.net

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE

Plymouth Circle will meet on March
3%at1: 00 P. M. in th;i
Room. Hostesses are Miriam Giese
and Sharron Waterhouse. Devotions
will be provided by Beverly Ridings.
Janice Simonton will arrange the

music program.

Guests are welcome to attend and
enjoy our fellowship.
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AFaith

dynamic

and

lifelong. o

formati

Faith Formation Committee

By Marta Fiorit, Youth & Young Adult Coordinator

Supporting the faith
development and Christian
Education of our youth,
children, and babies.

The
ministries at FCUCC are
growing in many ways,
and so we begin the cycle
of change to
accommodate the growth
we are experiencing.

The staff and some lay
leadership have created a
Faith Formation
Committee, formerly the
Christian Education
Committee for our youth,
children, and babies.

AiFaith
understanding of faith
being shaped and actively
shaping our lives in terms
of the total environment of
church, home, family, and
world. Faith formation is
dynamic and |

( Fr om si Soefe dCh ¢

The United Church of
Canada.)

¢ h iahddyouthn 6

f or mat

We are really excited! We
feel that our intentions are
leading us to create
valuable programming at
each groupds
development stage. We
have been thoughtful of
the fact that young people
value boundaries and
structure, but they know
that within these
boundaries we give them
freedom to know and
experience God and
church in many different
ways. Our hope is that
their faith will be
deepened and their love of
the church community will
be sustained.

The Faith Formation
Committee meets the
second Wednesday of
every month.

We are so pleased that
Casey Tencick and Tom
Francisare co-chairing the
committee. Sara Doud,
Samantha Garrett, Peggy
Lovelace, Linda Margrave,
Sue Prendinger, and Rick
Shick will be serving on

Sunday School Curriculum

By Delrae Hokanson, EducationCoordinator

ATTENTION!PARENTS,
POTENTIAL TEACHERS
AND INTERESTED FCC
MEMBERS

- Do you want to know
what your/our FCC
children experience when
they leave the sanctuary
to go to Sunday School?

- Are you contemplating
the joy of enriching your
spiritual journey by
collaborating and
facilitating the spiritual

journey of children?
If so, please read:

1) The Introduction to
Seasons of the Spirit(See
the full length article on
Page 10 or visit
http.//www.seasonsonline.
ca/files/intro_to_seasons.

pah).

2) Check out the display
on the bulletin board in
the atrium.

the committee with a
focus in chi
Christy Dyer, Christy
Garrison, Andy Laffely,
Linda Mooney, and Jane
Ridings will be serving on
the committee with a
focus on youth ministry.

If you have any questions
or comments about Faith
Formation at FCUCC,
please contact us.

Marta Fioriti, Youth and
Young Adults Coordinator:
marta@fcucc.org

Del Hokanson, Christian
Education Coordinator:
del@fcucc.org

Find out how easy it is to
teach this amazing and
beautifully designed
program.

If you have any questions,
please contact Del
Hokanson. We have 5
vacancies for the next
Sunday School session
beginning March 21%.,
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Footnotes from the Gregg Library

By Jeanie Tate, Library Committee Chair

The best part of working in
a library is new books, and
they are either just arrived
or on their way.

We have two copies each of
Bernard M) nn
Christian Mysticsand The
Essential Writings of

Christian Mysticism Because
we are limited in copies, one
of each book will be in
Reference for browsing in

the library. (If you will note
in Rev. Broadb
message in the February
Communicator, the McGinrs
suggest a reading program

for Early Christian Mystics)

Other new titles are Greg
Mortensonds se
Stones into Schools Barbara
Brown T a yleavingd s
Churchand Altar in the

World: The IVP Atlas of

Bible History, Spong?b
Eternal Life: A New Vision
Bri an MdAlGanereus 6
Orthodoxy, Tom At e
Faith Worth Believing, and a
compilation of essays by the
Jesus Seminar scholars

called The Future of
Christianity. We also have

all the Jesus Seminar

participants on CDs.

Going from books to
computers, we plan an
online sneak preview of the
Gregg
Feb. 27" at the Leadership
Retreat. We just may be a
usable library once again.

The I ibraryés
library@fcucc.org.

Health Survey Report to the Congregation

By Nancy Lippincott, Parish Nurse and Health Ministry Committee Chairperson

The Health Ministry
Committee would like to thank
all of you who most graciously
participated in the recent
Health Survey. We had 36%
of adults in the church fill
them out, which, statisticall y
speaking, is phenomenal! On
top of that, 50 of you added
comments, suggestions, and
wishes, and a number of you
offered to teach or assist the
committee with future offer -
ings and resources. We are
very appreciative of your time
and great ideas. Below is a
summary of your responses
and a beginning plan for the
commi tteebds wor
of this year and beyond.

Under Reducing Risk Factors
many of you want help with
Aheal thy eatincg
as wel |l as asiqui
alternati vesYou c
also asked for aerobic

exercise, strengthening of
muscles, and physical activity
for all ages in addition to help

with losing weight. In Disease
/ssues, many of you wanted

to know more about heart
disease and stroke and
cancer, but diabetes and
respiratory disease were a
close second. In the mental
health area, the top concerns
were stress first, followed by
anxiety and depression. Also,
significant numbers of you
report struggling with
loneliness, lossand grief, and
addiction to or dependency on
alcohol and other drugs.

Many of you want Classesin
adult CPR and infant/toddler
CPR, strengthening and
stretching, and how to cook
healthy and easy food. Some
of you would like help in living
wills, power of attorney, and
advanced directives. In this
latter area, classes have
already been offered, so we
will ask for more of them.

In the Learning About Health
/ssues section, we found that

you like to learn in all the
ways suggested, and that a
presentation/class and a
health fair are the preferred
methods. A goodly number of
you would also like short
articles in the Communicator,
a beefed-up lending library,
both in the building and
online, and pamphlets or
brochures offered in the
racks.

Most of you believe that your
eating habits
and that your health is

fi g o oAhd admost all of you
have access to a primary care
health practitioner, but a few
of you donét h

What does the committee

plan to do with this data? We
are full of ideas about what

we can bring to you. Ouir first
item is to set up CPR and AED
classes for the staff, ushers,
teachers of young children,
and interested members of
this committee so we can put

Libraryo

a safety net around the
congregation should anyone
have an accident or fall ill
while at church. Already the
Safety Committee has bought
and placed small first aid
boxes in strategic areas and a
larger, more complete first aid
box in the Sacristy.

On February 18", the
committee will be reviewing

all the data and make
decisions about what offerings
we can present for the rest of
2010. Youdl |l b e
them all year, and we think
you will be pleased. We hope
you will give us your input as
we go along so we can
respond to our congregational
needs in the best way
possible. This ministry will
continue to grow and flourish
in the years to come, bringing
the best in preventive health
and early illness care, and
quality education, along with
Christian holistic healing and a
bit of fun!



6 CHANGES IN FINANCIAL PROCEDURES & PLANNED GIVING

ATwo changes |
handle our money,
recommended by our

auditor, will affect

individual members of the

congregation. 0O

PHILANTHROGORP

America’s Planned Giving Solution™

Changes in FCC Financial Procedures

By Polly Strovink, Treasuer

Mostly we let our eyes glaze
over when we hear that the
auditor has recommended
changes to our financial
procedures. Fortunately,
Church Council stayed focused
to hear the recommendations,
as we do need to know that
we're handling our money
properly. We voted to accept
several of the changes; two
will affect individual members
of the congregation.

First, your contribution
statement will no longer show
every dollar you send through
the church office. Up until
now, everything has been
posted to the statement,
making it harder to track how
much can be itemized as a
charitable contribution. This
year, only contributions will
appear on the statement.

If you receive something in
exchange for your money,
you'll no longer see that
transaction on any
statement. So, where a

statement from last year
might include camp fees, a T-
shirt for the PrideFest parade,
pecans, and tickets for the
Madrigal dinner, none of
those will appear on this
year's statement. (If the
purchase amount is more
than the fair market value of
the product, the difference
may be deductible; you'll want
to consult your tax
professional for advice. You'll
need to rely on your own
records to determine the
amount.)

Donations to the church,
whether staying at FCC or
passed along, (such as Haiti
relief donations) will still
appear on this year's
statement. Donations
intended for other
organizations (e.g., the Living
Market for Heifer Project in
November and December)
won't go through the church
office at all. You'll make the
check out directly to the

recipient organization, and
you'll get any receipt from
them.

The other new process
concerns those who handle
money for events and sales.
We need to control all checks
and cash headed for the
church office as well as we
control our Sunday morning
offering. Just as the ushers
seal up the contents of the
collection plates in single-use
bags, other groups will do the
same with the money they
receive. Christy will have the
bags available in the church
office. When you check one
out, you'll get the full
orientation on how this
system works.

This will be a learning year for
all of us. If you have a
guestion or a specific situation
you're wondering about,
please contact me @ 380-
9980 or
polly.strovink@usa.net, and

I'll try to find answers.

Planned Giving Process a Learning Experiene
By Howard and Mary Jane Ray

Last year we approached the
staff about giving to th e
church on an ongoing basis &
establishing plans to leave
monetary gifts after we die.
We believe
very worthy and would like to
encourage congregants to
take the time to match their
personal situation with one or
more of the many ways to
support FCC

We participated in an estate
planning phone call facilitated
by the
resource, PhilanthroCorp. We
were quite pleased that the
tone of the conversation so
freely allowed us to ask
questions as we learned from
the discussion. Many people
have specific wishes about
what they want to accomplish
with their assets after they
die. Since the process of
legally defining your

wishes can be somewhat

that

churchos

daunting, learning about
options is a real opportunity.

We would like to share a few
of the things that we learned
as we explored giving
opportunities. Developing our
giving plan made us feel so
positive about being a part of
FCC.These are ideas for you
to consider:

AsSetting up a
automatic transfer of funds
from your bank account to the
church on a monthly basis (an
excellent way to meet your
annual pledge).
AGiving shares
stock held in a non-retirement
account (provides a nice tax
advantage to the contributor).
Shares can be directly
transferred without the
inconvenience of dealing with
stock certificates.

AUsing

retireme

beneficiary designations so
gifts can pass without taxation
to the church (e.g. r egular
IRA and 401k accounts). This
method generally involves no
legal costs.
Alncluding
and for some situations,
establishing a trust can be a
very powerful tool.

FCC

The Planned Giving
Committee invites you to
participate in one of the
following toll -free 45 minute
phone seminars designed to
help members and friends
understand the critical issues
of providing for their families,
reducing taxes, and
supporting charities of their
choice. Registering is easy!
Visit www.feucce.org/tel to
submit a contact form.

AMarch 18 (Thu
AApril 27 (Tue
AMay 6 (Thu) a

- — —
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Congregational Life

By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor

THANKYOUt 0 é Mi ke
Delva, Denver Art Glass,
Inc., Judy Pickle, Ruth
Roland, & Tim Stroh,
Source Architechnology
Systems PCwho co-
presented at the workshop
AiCreative Solu
Energy Efficie
2010 Saving Places
Conference in Denver;
liturgists for the past month:
Andrea Barker, Liz

Arnold, Ted Eastburn ,
Karin Henriksen , lan
Lindeman, Rebecca

Koon; | ast mont h¢
musicians: Brian

Hofflander, Nancy

Ekberg -Tynan , musical
support for 2/7/10; director
Neil Brown, members of
the Gospel Music Workshop
of America and singers and
musicians for inspiring
wonderful gospel music;
Charles Barber for
recycling church cardboard;
Karin Henriksen , Bruce
Warren, Sue Scott  as
outgoing Council members;
Beth Garrison -Kemp,
Patty Lee, Polly Strovink

as incoming Council
members; Moderator
Andrea Barker and
Council Members for a
great Annual Meeting;
Nominating Committee

for hosting fellowship hour;
Volunteers for serving on
committees and doing the
work of the church; Marian
House volunteers: Rick &
Blake Purinton, Drew
Robinso n, Karen Rowe,
Chris Vollmar, Mike &
Becky Parrinella, Angie
Adams, Jill Brady, and
Nygel Duffy -Webb ;
Interfaith Hospitality
Network (IHN)

Coordinators and
Volunteers who fed and
hosted 5 adults, 6 children,
and 2 babies: Amy

Colwell, Sid Shelton,

Robbie L impert,
Kathleen Hill, Jerry
White, Cathy White, Tom
& Pat Shipp, Andy Finn,
Sara Doud, John & Celia
Snyder, Laurie Reilly, Jill
& Drew Robinson, Beth
Garrison, Sue & Marty
Rubin, Linda Mooney,
Judy & Andy Kort, Marta
& Gordon McKay, Bill &
Becky Weiss, Br uce &
Ellie Coriell, Rick Shick,
Ceil Malek, Paul
Schwotzer, Kate Werner
and Jim Matson ; Kitchen
Witches (9 of them) for
major cleaning and
organizing of our church
kitchen.

CONGRATULATI ON

First Congregational
Church, one of only two
State Historical Fund
preservation projects,
featured in a speech by Ed
Nichols , State of Colorado
Preservation Officer, during
the Western Heritage
Luncheon at the 2010
Saving Places Conference;
Jocelyn Bakkemo  for
running a 5K in Sedona AZ;
Martha Johnson, Ted

N a ¢ edawughter and Julia
N a c estster, on her
appointment in the Obama
Administration as the first
woman to hold the GSA
administrator position;
Linda LeMieux and Mary
Lou Makepeace, nominees
for Making Democracy Work
Awards; Nancy Cain for
being one of the 4 to p bead
designers of 2010.

PRAYERS Sholeyé
Beal, J ac k Bmahkrp s
in Boulder hospice care;

Ross Hokanson, in cardiac
rehab after suffering a heart
attack; Miriam Giese after
minor surgery; Melissa
Hamid, daughter of
Rosemary Landon, health
concerns, Hannah Hayes |,

daughter of Janelle Hayes,
moving to Durango; Kelly
Cain, recovering from
shoulder surgery; Sharon
Avery , daughter of Mary
Ann Calkins, health
concerns; Rhonda
Cordonnier , health
concerns; West
Cummington
Congregational Church  of
Massachugtts which lost
their 170 year-old church
building to fire; Barbara
Schaeffer and family on
the loss of great grandson,
James Curtis Green, one
year-old son of Alexis &
Joshua Green of Denver;
Sandy King , diagnosed
with cancer; Brenda
Brown , health concerns;
Rock Welch , cancer
treatment; Haitians
suffering from the 7.0
earthquake on January 12;
victims of domestic violence;
soldiers struggling with
PTSD military service

men and women with
competing family
demands; loss of work

and its impact on
marriages.

CONDOLENCES
toéWarren aileas
family on the loss of
Dorothy Pease 2/4/2010.
Services to be held in
Kansas;Liz Ryan on the
loss of her father, Rev.
Tracy Boyer of Maryland,
who died on 1/14/2010; the
family and friends of Joe
Henjum , who died
1/1/2010. His Memorial
Service was held in our
Sanctuary on 1/21/2010.

fiThank you to

outgoing Council
members Karin
Henriksen, Bruce

Warren, & Sue Scott o



8 PREPARING FOR LECTURESHIP WEEKEND & FELL OWSHIP HOUR

What do mysticism and
mystical practices

mean to you?

Preparing for Lectureship Weekend

By Lois Matthews, James W. White Lectureship Committee
March 14™ i Wo me n My :

Al long for a
grounded in spiritual practice.
Mystics teach these

pr act i(Ree Benjamin
Broadbent, February 2010,
The Communicator.)

What do mysticism and

mystical practices mean to
you? Al ong with t
James W. White lecturer,
Bernard McGinn, and
Benjamin Broadt
sermons on Christian

mysticism and practices

during Lent, many other
opportunities will be available
leading up to April 23-25.
Thatés when Ber
Patricia McGinn will be with us
for lectures and workshops.

From Theology to Practice

March Specials: Meetings will
be held at 11:00 A.M. in the
Library

March7™: A Mappi ng t
Christian Mystical Tradition:
Settings, Themes and
Variations -Joel ¢
Pickle

of the Middle Ageso - Deb
Saxton

March 21%: "Practical

Mysticism - 101: What and

why the mystics did what they
did. How cultural differences
interfere with our mystical
abilities and how we can re-
enter the-bayst.i
Patzer

April Forums: Meetings will be
held at 10:00 A.M. in the
Chapel

April11™: A Di scerni
Presence of God: Thnking
About Medieval
Carol Neel

April18™ AThe Proce
Christian Mysticism in Spiritual
Development Elements of a

ForgottebBradPat hc¢

Marten

ADuring Fell ows

starting February 14", the

James W. White Lectureship
Committee will be selling the
two McGinn titles that contain

Fellowship Hour

By Jacque Franklin, Associate Minister

Did you know that those who
provide you with treats and
goodies, coffee and tea, and
spruce up the ¢
for Fellowship Hour are
committed people who serve
on committees and in groups
throughout the year? Itis a
challenging task to enlist
volunteers to make sure that
there is enough food to place
on the tables, arrive early on
Sunday morning to make sure
everything is ready, keep the
plates cleared, the pitchers
filled, and clean up the
kitchen and dishes at the end
of the hour.

The coordinator for Fellowship
Hour is Lori Goodwin, who
has served in this post for a
number of years. During that
time different ways of

enlisting volunteers have been
tried. The current process
involves a rotating schedule

that lists committees and
groups to serve. The calendar
date is selected around times
that correspond with the
mission of the committee or
group if possible. Some
groups request a specific time
so they can highlight an
important event.

The purpose of Fellowship
Hour is to socialize and
interact with people who
choose to worship at FCUCC.
Those who come to the early
service can meet people
during Fellowship Hour who
come to the late service and
not lose touch with one
another.

Our fellowship time is more
enjoyable with simple snacks
and treats brought in by
committed people who believe
in the mission and purpose of
our church. One member

readings for the Lenten
sermons and the lectureship
weekend workshops.

ALook for bulle
help you practice meditation
and contemplative prayer in
the spirit of the mystic who is
featured in the weekly
sermon. These suggestions,
from the Spiritual Formation
Committee, will complement
the more intellectual offerings
found in the McGinn books
and scheduled preparatory
discussions and lectures.

AThe Taiz® Pl ar
Committee will read from the
writings of the week's feature
mystic for each Taizé service
during Lent.

This year's lectureship
preparation is a joint effort of
the Education Ministry area
and the Worship and Spiritual
Life area of the Church
Council.

noted that whenever it is his
turn to organize the

Fellowship Hour, voices chime
in sayingani@l @l
can bringsomethi ng, 0 ¢
stay forcleanu p . 0

Members of the committees
and groups create a
welcoming environment and
they need to be applauded for
their effort. The next time you
spot a committed member
providing Fellowship Hour,
thank them for their effort. It
is their presence and their gift
of service during Fellowship
Hour that makes us a warm
and welcoming congregation.
Thanks to all of you who are
Fellowship Hour volunteers!

For more information on how

you can help with Fellowship

Hour contact Lori Goodwin at:
fetellowship@yahoo.com
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Gospel ChoirRocks the Hause!

By Mike Matthews, Marketing Committee

Some 70 members of the congregation and that of Emmanuel Baptist Church rocked the house Jan. 24 performing as a
gospel choir under the direction of Emmanuel's Rev. Neil Brown.Participants declared it was a transforming experience for
them and the performance had the congregation on its feet with the first song. Audio clips of three songs are online at
FCUCC.orgGuest musicians included Rev. Anthony Bell, Dominique Robbins, Brian Hofflander, Sheila Mitche|land Rev.
Christopher Priest. More photos can be viewedat the FCCs Facebook page.

Left: Rev. Neil Brown, leading the choir; Right: Janelle Hayes, left, enjoys a moment of music with the Emmanuel pianist.

Left: Jan. 24 gospel choir performance; Right: The animated and artistic Rev. Neil Brown

Left: Every voice was lifted in praise; Right: A standing oration as the choir and congregation rose together in song & worship.



