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God
is still
speaking,

THE COMMUNICATOR

Responding to God's love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an
inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, educating,
fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God.

UPDATE FROM THE CHURCH COUNCIL

By Andrea Barker, Moderator, Lee Lehmkuhl, Vice-Moderator, and Sue
Scott, Council Member for Education Ministry Area

As 2008 is getting underway, all members of Church Council are very
mindful of our responsibilities to protect and enhance the mission of First
Congregational UCC. We are entrusted to provide adequate resources and
to safeguard the human, spiritual, financial, and property assets of the
Church.

With the resignation of the Associate Minister in January, we are fully
aware of the need to fill this role to support our growing congregation.
We have entered into a time of discernment before appointing a search
committee for a new Associate Minister. The Council seeks your prayerful
consideration and participation in this focused time of discernment.

Later in March we will be giving the details and milestones for
participation in the next search process that will result in a
congregational vote to call a new Associate Minister.

March begins with the addition of two new part time FCC staff
members focused on our children and youth programs. These are vital
positions to fill, and we are very happy to welcome each of these
individuals to the FCC staff.

Lyn Mahaffy-Boudreau, Education Coordinator

Lyn is drawn to working with children and youth because of the
honesty and energy with which they express their innate spirituality. She
looks forward to working collaboratively with Sunday school teachers to
write simple lesson plans and to share teaching techniques. She will
support teachers to utilize their personal talents and to encourage
students to explore their spirituality through prayer, dance, art, and quiet
contemplation.

Lyn has been an FCC member since 1993.

Jeff Dodson, Temporary Youth Director

Jeff believes God is most visibly at work through the growth of youth.
They are beginning to understand their relationship to everything and
everyone in this world; their souls are alive with wonder and magic. He
sees their unique voice and perspective as vital to a healthy congregation.
He also sees the influence of the congregation and experiences in church
and youth group as extremely important. Jeff has considerable
experience working with youth in a variety of settings. He also recognizes
the critical role volunteers play in making programs transformative for
youth and sees their training as essential. Jeff grew up in FCC,
participated in youth group, and joined through the confirmation process
in 1999.

These are exciting times. We have an opportunity to place FCUCC on
a wonderful path to a brilliant future. May God bless our efforts, our
church, and our community.
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The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity,
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions

no later than Friday, March 14™, 2008. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.
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NOTES IN BRIEF
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Once again, the J&P
Committee looks forward to
honoring individuals who model
the prophet Micah’s vision for a
better world by “doing justice,
loving kindness, and walking
humbly with God.” We invite
members of the congregation to
nominate those individuals, and
you will be receiving a
nomination form this month.
Award recipients will be honored
at the annual Micah 6 Dinner,
which is scheduled for Sunday,
April 28" at 5:00 p.m. The
Guest Speakers from “Pastors for
Peace” will share information
about their annual pilgrimage to
Cuba which raises donations and
supplies for humanitarian work,
and takes a group of volunteers
in July to learn about life in
Cuba under the US trade
embargo.

Please give some thought to
persons you would like to
nominate, especially FCC
members, for a Micah 6 award,
and put April 28" on your
calendar. Read more about
FCC’s Micah 6 Covenant and last
year’s event on the church’s
website at
http://ws645212.websoon.com/
MicahDesignation.aspx.

Guests and new members
are always welcome to
participate in Justice and Peace
activities. The next meeting is
scheduled for March 2™ at 12:30
p.m. in the Chapel, and the
committee meets regularly on
the first Sunday of the month.
Contact Cyndy Kulp at 634-0627
for more information or just
plan to attend.

Our ministry ...

Extravagant
Welcome,

Openness to
Wonder,

Positive &
proactive

Witness to the
possibility of a
just world.

Welcome, Wonder, Witness
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Part of our Lenten practice
this year is to hold weekly Taizé
worship services on Thursday
nights at 7 p.m. in the
Sanctuary. In Taizé Worship,
singing is an important part of
the service. Brother Roger notes
that all "sing as one.” All
worshippers are invited to come
to a short rehearsal of the music
each Thursday at 6:20 p.m. in
the sanctuary. This time will be
used to familiarize ourselves
with these beautiful and simple
chants in order to enhance our
corporate and individual
worship. For more information
or a list of music to be sung
contact Frank Shelton at the
church frank@fcucc.org or 635-
3549.
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We will meet on March 5" at
1:00 p.m. in the Founders’
Room. Our hostesses will be
Dolores Green & Evelyn Howard.
The devotions will be given by
Janice Simonton. The program
of handbell music will be the
debut of the new “Daytime
Ringers.” Come & enjoy this
joyful afternoon of fellowship.




SPIRITUAL FORMATION COMMITTEE & CHOIR OPPORTUNITIES

NEW SPIRITUAL FORMATION

COMMITTEE
By Ceil Malek

Spiritual practice—
prayers, reading,
meditation, and all
activities that have the
“power to crack open a
hardened heart and lay
bare the tendons of the
spiritual life.”—Henri
Nouwen

First Congregational Church
members are known for bringing
their intellects to church, asking
hard questions, and carefully
considering their faith. But not
satisfied with theological
considerations of religion alone,
they cultivate spiritual practices,
perhaps as diverse as members and
attendees. In fact, our church is
considered a pioneer among
mainline protestant churches in the
U.S. for teaching contemplative
practices to its members. We’ve
had a labyrinth, contemplative
prayer groups, and Taizé services for
more than a dozen years, and more
recently we have generated a
thriving contemplative knitting
group and a dance ministry where
members open themselves to
experience the sacred in community
with one another.

A newly constituted group, the
Spiritual Formation Committee, is
emerging to nurture existing groups
that facilitate spiritual practices and
to encourage new groups and offer
retreats. The group, which has met
twice, is open to new members and
new ideas and even seeks a
chairperson. If you’re interested in
serving on the committee or have
ideas, questions, or suggestions,
please contact the temporary
chairperson, Karin Henriksen, at
karin.j.henriksen@gmail.com. And
look for upcoming announcements
about opportunities for spiritual
growth.

How CAN | KEEP FROM SINGING?

By Victoria Hansen

Once upon a time--in lands around the world, in homes around the
country, in cars filled with families on vacation--average people sang.
They sang without microphones, without backup singers, choreography or
costume changes. Daddy sang bass, mama sang tenor, and the kids would
join right in there...remember? First Congregational Church is one of the
surviving meccas for mixed voice singing. Our chancel choir spends an hour
and a half per week, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesdays, practicing bass, tenor,
alto and soprano lines which, together, create emotionally and spiritually
satisfying music which is then shared with the congregation on Sunday
mornings (10:30 a.m. warm-up). But the chancel choir is not an exclusive
group of elite singers. Although we have some very talented singers, the
door is open to all singers, "average” included.

This invitation to step into the choir is all the more enticing now in
light of the opportunity to sing in the exuberant Gloria by Vivaldi this
spring (May 18"). Additional voices will add to the exciting choral
sounds and help to balance with the chamber orchestra, but there is a
strong need to bolster the soprano sound. WOMEN! If you are capable of
singing in your upper range, we need you! Toward that end, we have
arranged for a special "Soprano Workshop" on Saturday, March 8%,
12:00-2:00 p.m. in Packard Hall on the Colorado College campus. Victoria
Hansen, chair of FCC's Music and Arts Committee and Principal Instructor
of Voice at Colorado College, will offer some vocal advice and techniques
to help women sing in their upper range. Women of all voice types are
encouraged to come and unleash their inner soprano! The workshop is
free, but women are encouraged to register and reserve their place. Email
Victoria at vhansen@coloradocollege.edu or phone her at 520-0541 (home)
or 389-6550 (work).

CHILDREN’S CHOIR EXTRAVAGANZA Il: MARCH 24-28, 2008

By Frank Shelton

All children in first through sixth grade who are interested in singing
are invited to participate in First Congregational Church’s Second Annual
Children’s Choir Extravaganza to be held at the church the week of March
24. Children need not be a member of the Joyful Noise Children’s Choir to
participate. Last year 15 choristers participated in this week of music and
fun.

From 9 a.m. until noon Monday through Friday (March 24-March 28),
we will explore many of the facets involved in singing. Not only will the
children learn about the techniques of singing, they will experience music
in many different ways. In addition to learning how to read music and
rehearsing special anthems, the children will have a special musical event
each day. From hand chime ringing to dance to rhythm and percussion
games, the week will be filled with surprises.

To plan for the week, we would ask that all interested choristers
register in advance. Beginning March 1 registration forms will be available
in Sunday School, at the church office, or on the church website
(fcucc.org). We also need parents and friends of music to volunteer to
help with all aspects of the program. You don’t need any musical talent to
volunteer. From snack servers to rehearsal monitors we need your help.
For further information please contact Frank Shelton at the church
frank@fcucc.org or 635-3549.




INTERFAITH PEACE WITNESS FORIRAQ & BRUEGGEMANN DATES

FIVE YEARS TOO MANY:
INTERFAITH PEACE WITNESS
FOR IRAQ SLATED ON MARCH
18

During Holy Week on the eve of
the fifth anniversary of the U.S.
invasion and occupation of Iraq,
communities and individuals of all
faith traditions and spiritualities
who are committed to ending the
war are holding an interfaith witness
at Colorado College’s Shove
Memorial Chapel to demonstrate our
unwavering commitment to the
sacredness of human life. As the
Colorado Springs community cries
out in a common voice for peace
from across a spectrum of spiritual
traditions and paths, the Justice and
Peace Ministry of FCUCC, in
coordination with the new social
justice nonprofit group Roots To
Power, enjoins one and all to help
build a visible peace movement and
to offer a prophetic and unceasing
witness for peace. Details are
below:

WHAT: 5 Years Too Many: An
Interfaith Peace Witness for Iraq

WHEN: Tuesday, March 18, 2008

WHERE: Candlelight Vigil, 6:30 p.m.
at the NW corner of Cache la Poudre
& Nevada Ave; Interfaith Service to
follow, 7:30 p.m., Shove Memorial
Chapel, 1010 N. Nevada

WHO: Confirmed participants
include the Rev. Benjamin
Broadbent (FCUCC), Dr. David
Gardiner (Buddhist Fellowship),
Grace Goodeagle (Native American
Women’s Association), Rabbi Anat
Moskowitz (Hillel Director at
Colorado College), Mark Wilkerson
(Chair of Colorado Springs Chapter,
Iraq Veterans Against the War),
Arshad Yousufi (Spokesperson of the
Islamic Society of Colorado Springs),
and others

As people of faith and spiritual yearnings, we will pray and act to end
the war and aid efforts towards the rebuilding of Iraq. A freewill offering
will be received and all gifts will be used to provide essential, life-
sustaining food, water, health care and education for war-affected Iraqi
families displaced in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan. The UCC is working
with international partners in the region, Action by Churches Together and
Middle East Council of Churches, to aid those impacted first-hand by war
violence. Together we can end the war, bring our troops home, and give
them decent care for their physical, emotional, and spiritual wounds.
Together we can stand against fear and violence, and live in a longing for
wholeness that unites all boundaries. Together we can offer a path toward
reconciliation. Together we can learn to build security through right
relationships. Together we can transform our cries and yearnings to
harmonies of justice and melodies of peace. For more information, please
contact Dennis Apuan at 291-9898 or info@rootstopower.org.

“Today we call for an end to this war, an end to our reliance on
violence as the first, rather than the last resort, an end to the arrogant
unilateralism of preemptive war. Today we call for the humility and
courage to acknowledge failure and error, to accept the futility of our
current path, and we cry out for the creativity to seek new paths of
peacemaking in the Middle East, through regional engagement and true
multinational policing. Today we call for acknowledgment of our
responsibility for the destruction caused by sanctions of war, thereby, we
pray, beginning to rebuild trust in the Middle East and around the world.
Today we call for repentance in our nation...”

--Excerpt from UCC Pastoral Letter on the Iraq War, July 2, 2007

SAVE THE DATES: MAY 2-4, 2008 FOR BRUEGGEMANN!

Save May 2-4 for Walter Brueggemann, Professor of Old Testament at the
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.

On Friday, May 2 at 7:30 p.m., a free lecture open to the public will be
presented in Shove Chapel on the Colorado College campus entitled
“Journey to the Common Good.”

On Saturday, May 3, two seminars (registration required) beginning at 8:30
a.m. will be presented in the FCUCC Sanctuary:

“Studies in the Book of Isaiah: Weeping, Fearing, Departing & The Task of
Reconstruction.”

On Sunday, May 4, at the 9 and 11 a.m. FCUCC worship services, Professor
Brueggemann will preach the sermon, “What Does it Mean to Say Christ is
Risen?”




STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

STEPHEN MINISTRY REPORT

By Jacque Franklin

April 20" is Stephen Ministry
Commissioning Day! After completing
50 hours of training the Stephen
Ministers are ready to be introduced
to the congregation and commissioned
for service among us. A
commissioning service provides the
perfect opportunity to celebrate our
Stephen Ministry. For those who are
new, the service informs them about
this care giving ministry. It is a time
to solicit support of the congregation
for prayers and referrals.
Commissioning affirms the importance
of the work to be done. It is a way of
recognizing that we go with the help
of God and do this good work because
of God’s love for us. Commissioning
reinforces the identity and
accountability and authority of
Stephen Leaders and Stephen
Ministers. This is a point in time when
the Stephen Ministers and Leaders
have been set apart for specialized
ministry. We the congregation,
through the commissioning service,
are called to give them permission and
authority to accomplish their ministry.
We hold them accountable for this
ministry. We look forward to Stephen
Ministry Sunday for this reason. Set
this date on your calendar as we send
out our first class of Stephen Ministers
to serve in God’s name.

Confidentiality and Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are taught the
following confidentiality guidelines:
1. Do not share information about
your care receiver or your caring visits
with anyone, including your spouse
and close friends.
2. Neither confirm nor deny that you
are someone’s Stephen Minister.
3. Always ask your care receiver’s
permission before sharing confidential
information, even if you want to help
your care receiver by asking for
prayer, care, or other support for him
or her.
4. Even if information about your
care receiver is public knowledge,
treat it confidentially and exercise
great care in talking about it with
others.
5. Break confidentiality only if it is
necessary to get immediate help for

someone who is in danger of hurting him-or herself or someone else.

What happens in the relationship between Care Receiver and Stephen
Minister is between the two of them. Stephen Ministers are required to attend
Small Group Peer Supervision to assure the best possible care. In those
meetings they discuss their caring relationships but do not use names or
identifying details that would break confidentiality.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

By Jacque Franklin

THANK YOU to...Lundi Gras, Pancake supper volunteers: Lois Benson, Jim
Bramwell, Benjamin Broadbent, Abby Brown, Steve Brown, Denise
Ellsworth, Jane Gazal, Jenny Glick, Jim Goosman, Kate Henjum, Will
Hinkley, Del Hokanson, Hannah Hokanson, Kea Hokanson, Lee Kelly, Abby
Kiskiras, Charles Kiskiras, Chloe Kiskias, Burl Kreps, Ruth Lehmkuhl, Ted
Lindeman, Allana Nath, David Nath, Michelle Reed, Sue Scott, Casey
Tencick, Abby Tougas, Lisa Tougas, Tim Tougas, Katie Tougas, and numerous
others who pitched in to help; Scott Huger, Membership Committee, and
sponsors for the care of our new members (29) and their introductions
2/10/08; Lyn Boudreau, Susie Bjork, Rebecca Koon, Sandra Wolczak,
Jacque Franklin, Kathy Sparnins, Jenny Chapman, and the Joyful Noise
Children’s Choir, for a wonderful Women’s Sunday 2/3/08; Larry Patzer, Rich
Schick, Gail Finlay, Eric Ridings, Paul and Marcy McNeill, Julie Jones-Eddy
for helping Joy Rucker after her fall; participants in the Annual Meeting; Lyn
Boudreau, for providing music; outgoing Board of Directors and Nominating
Committee for lunch and leadership; John Stevens for installing thermostat
covers; Jim Goosman for computer support; Christine Simmons, Pat Dolin,
Danny Griffith, Janice Hahn for youth group leadership; Office Angels - Ann
Skinner, Neil Lehmkuhl, Janice Simonton, Kandiss Horch, Margery Layton;
Sue Scott for updating risk reduction data base.

CONGRATULATIONS to...Lyn Boudreau for accepting the position of
Christian Education director and Jeff Dodson as our new Youth Director;
Brooke Bell and Lead Pastor Benjamin Broadbent on their announcement of
Brooke’s pregnancy; proud grandparents, Casey & Rock Welch, their son Jeff
Welch, and daughter-in-law, Laura Havrilesky in Durham, NC on the birth of
Calvin Casey Welch Jan. 28, 7 lbs. 14 oz; Ariel Kiskiras whose artwork is
exhibited at the downtown Pikes Peak Community College studio; DeLane
Bredvick for exhibiting his artwork at the Smokebrush Gallery.

PRAYERS for... GiGi Van Egren, recently hospitalized and home; Muriel
Burnett, recently hospitalized; family, friends, teachers, investigators and
community of the Gardner children, students at Freemont Elementary, ages
8,9, burn victims who are currently hospitalized; Joy Rucker, hip surgery;
Emil Hokanson, health concerns and recent move to Assisted Living; Keith
Carter, heart surgery and home recuperating; Laury Smith, home after recent
hospitalization.

CONDOLENCES to...Family and friends of Bette Nelson who died 2/11/08
peacefully among her family in her home with hospice care; Memorial Service
Sat. March 15 at 1:00 pm.; Sharon Stine and family on the loss of family
member Brooke Stine on 2/9/08 in hospice care; Paul Carpenter and family
on the loss of Paul’s brother, Allan Carpenter, February 6, 2008. Services
were held in Springlake, MI ; Bill Knapp and family in loss of brother-in-law
Kelly Baker in an auto accident leaving behind wife, Carol Knapp and two
children; family and friends of Kenn Lott who died suddenly of a heart attack
on 1/18.; Cathy White on the loss of her mother Lenita O’Neill of PA on
1/21/08.

SERVING IN THE MILITARY... Rick Purinton, Brent Morris, John Fant,
Brenda Bonk, Lance Tressler, Frederick Morris, Rebecca Snell, Justin
Niemiec, Michael McClure, Thomas Robbins, Justin Grebenstein, Andrew
Carpenter & Mike Franz. Prayers of gratitude & safety surround them.




MARCH BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

March Birthdays

3/1 Rosemary DeBacker

3/2 Lynn Barber

3/2 Catherine Malek

3/3 Charles Burkett

3/3 Brad Marten

3/3 Christian Ridings

3/4 Aaron Brown

3/4 Lori Miskel

3/5 Bill Barton

3/5 A.K. Kulp

3/5 Neil Lehmkuhl

3/5 Eva Starr-Kerr

3/6 Steve Ferguson

3/6 Becky Weiss

3/7 LaRae Mitchell

3/7 Regina Rodriguez

3/7 Todd Schaal

3/8 Bob Howard

3/8 Bryan Olesen-Phelps

3/9 Elsa Baker

3/9 Karen Burt

3/9 Jon Doud

3/9 Megan Doud

3/9 Kincaid Ross
3/10 Christopher Bjork
3/10 Quinn Turner
3/10 George Waterhouse
3/10 Patti White
3/11 Beverly Elwell-Ridings
3/11  Ellen Jennings
3/11 Ted Lindeman
3/13 Sharon Harrison
3/13 Jay Norman
3/14 Isaac Brown
3/14 Jane Gazal
3/14 Frank Koenigsamen
3/15 Rose Enyeart
3/15 Meaghan Griffith
3/15 Ashley Jennings
3/16 Deirdre Gilbert
3/16 Georgia Greene
3/16 Rosemary Landon
3/16 Dave Seyfert
3/16 Sandy Wolczak

Birthdays (Continued)
3/17 Elias Frick
3/17 Robyn Glang
3/17 Ann Rule
3/17 Mollie Wolf
3/18 Amy Colwell
3/18 Graham Harper
3/18 Peter Tynan
3/18 Timothy Tynan
3/19 Daniel Griffith
3/19 J.K. Schofield
3/19 Kevin Segady
3/20 Douglas Fox
3/21 Grace Ridings
3/21 Hannah Ward
3/21 Ben Young
3/22 Wilbur Green
3/22 Levi Lubin
3/22 Robin McPherson
3/22 Kristin Parrinella
3/23 Emma Cochrane
3/25 Benjamin Everett
3/25 Royce Field
3/26 Barbara Niemiec
3/26 Michelle Reed
3/26 Chloe Surage
3/26 Rebecca Twigg
3/26 Ariel Weiss
3/27 Barbara Bailey
3/27 Ryan Doud
3/27 Ann Skinner
3/28 Daphne Greenwood
3/28 Benjamin Schaal
3/29 Kara Sloan
3/30 Jocelyn Bakkemo
3/31 Tom Wenzlau

March Anniversaries

3/12
3/20
3/20
3/21
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/30

Ila & Ray Almond

Nance & Sam McCullough
Joan Hance & Bill Stookey
Jean & Steve Ferguson
Susan & Matthew Turner
Sharon & Jeffrey Stine
Jan Erickson & Jon Thomas
Deidre & Sam Schoolcraft
Mary & Greg Baker

Muriel & Wes Burnett
Marcy & Paul McNeill
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March Worship - Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Theme for Lent: “(Re)claiming our Spiritual Roots™
Each Sunday in Lent, we concentrate on a different “practice” rooted in Christian tradition. These are drawn from a
book called Christianity for the Rest of Us by Diana Butler-Bass, who describes how dynamic mainline churches like
ours are reinventing what it means to be faithful by mining the tradition for abiding and life-giving practices. Instead
of purple, the seven weeks in Lent will be marked by the colors of the rainbow - Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue,
Indigo, and Violet.

March 2 - 4™ Sunday in Lent
Services today focus on the Christian practice of healing.
Green, symbolizing life, is our color as we consider what
it means to be a community of healing. The children’s
choir sings at the 9:00 service and Communion is
celebrated at both services. Rev. Broadbent preaches on
John 9:1-41, the story of a man born blind receiving
sight.

March 9 - 5™ Sunday in Lent
Today’s theme is the spiritual practice of Discernment, a
process of listening to the urgings of the Spirit in our
personal and collective lives. A guest preacher will
engage John 11:1-45, the story of the raising of Lazarus.
Blue is our color, symbolizing spiritual energy.

March 16 - Palm/Passion Sunday
Palms, Indigo scarves, Liturgical Dance, Quartet voices,
and Draping the chancel in Black. Services today reflect
the dual character of this Sunday. Rev. Broadbent
preaches on Matthew 26:14-27, the story of Jesus’
betrayal by Judas.

March 23 - Easter Sunday
6:00 - Sunrise Service at the corner of Tejon & Saint
Vrain
8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 - Easter Services - We consider the
spiritual practice of beauty and Rev. Broadbent preaches
on the resurrection account from John 20:1-8.

March 30 - 2" Sunday of Easter
Services focus on the spiritual practice of Contemplation
and Rev. Jacque Franklin preaches on John 20:19-31, the
story of Thomas.

Coming in April...
Children’s Choir, Musician Appreciation, Teacher
Appreciation, preparing for Walter Brueggemann.




