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Responding to
we are First Congregational
United Church of Christ, an
inclusive, ecumenical, and
spiritual people, who
through worship,

education, fellowship, and
outreach seek to embrace
the mystery of God.

Wh a t on

Most of us can think of a
place on earth that we
regard as holy. Itis holy
because weodve
experienced God there in
some kind of beautiful and
mysterious way. But it is
also holy because of its
natural beauty. | think of
Camp Cazadero in the
coastal range of Northern
California. There,
ponderosa pines and bay
trees surround a meadow
of golden California prairie

grass. | dve s
there, bucks, does, and
|l ots of fawns

wild boar in the brush and
hawks circling overhead.

I 6 ve edaawdapsout
of the creek and, once,
even stepped on a yellow
jacket nest. Sixteen stings
and a trip to the infirmary
later, | was keenly, if
somewhat sorely, aware
that | had been treading
on holy ground where |
was the stranger come to
behold the awesome
grandeur and beautiful
danger of nature.

For Christian
just inanimate matter, but
creation, charged with the
energy of the Creator.
Over the centuries,
Christians have often
forgotten this, treating
nature as something to be
used, even abused, as the
means of generating
human wealth to the
detriment of the well being
of the earth itself, not to
mention to the detriment
of other human beings.

Godos
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent

In his book, Finding God in
the Singing River, Mark
Wallace, Professor of
Religion at Swarthmore
Coll ege, writ
a nature-based model of
the Spirit as
f a cofGdd. The Spirit is
the divine power who
sustains the integrity of

the natural world and

brings together all of
creation into one common
biotic family. This earthen
doctrine of the Spirit offers
hope at a time when the
future prospects of the
planet are increasingly

di m. 0o

Mark Wallace will be in
Colorado Springs on
October 12" to offer
lectures on Christian
ecology. | love the idea of
Christian ecology, which
was first introduced to me
by Wendell Berry a few
years back. In an effort to
explore and embody this
ecological worldview from
within the Christian
tradition, our theme for
summer worship is: What
on Godds GrTlee
theme is inspired by our
summer Sunday School

Gr een

June 2010

Eart h?

which will be building and
working on a community
garden in front of our

church this summer. Each
Sunday, our children will

be following an ecological
curriculum to connect love
of God, love of neighbor,
and | ove of G
creation.

As we walk the fields of
Godds abundan
this summer, | invite you

to recall and relish the holy
pl aces on God
earth. Ask yourself what it

is you so love about those
places, and make new and
concrete commitments
toward living in ways that
are in harmony with the
environment around you.
Offer thanks and praise to
God the Creator, who so
loved the earth that God
sent the Christ to walk on

it, and who commissioned
the Spirit to sustain the
people in community on

and with the earth itself.

A song | remember from
my Sunday School years
went: This /s holy ground.
Wedbre standin
ground. For our God /s
present and where God is
/s holy. It strikes me now
that all of creation is holy
because God created it,
entered it to save it, and
sustains it by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Wow. If we
truly believed that, it
would change the face of
the earth in better,
sustainable ways, forever.
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+++ TAIZ E PRAYER+++

A contemplative service of
worship using readings,
music, chants, and silences.
7:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary

(Gathering chants begin
at 6:50 p.m.)
Thursday, June 24"

Please join us for food & fellowship
on the church portico following the
service.

SERMONS ONLINE

Did you know that sermons dating
back to 2006 have been posted on
the FCC website(some in
audio/podcast format, and some in
printed text format) ? Check out
http.//www.fcucc.org/Sermons.aspx
to catch up on a week you missed,
re-experience a particularly moving
sermon, or share with your friends
and family members!

POPS

POOPED OUT PARENTS

Anybody with a child or children is
invited!

WHAT: Annual Family Picnic,
Sunday, June 6"

WHEN:11:30 a.m. i after the
second service

WHERE:Bear Creek Park, Pavilion
#7

FOOD: Main course of BBQ meat,
lemonade, and condiments provided.
Please bring an appetizer, salad, side
dish or dessert.

RSVP:Steve Getty, Susan Taylor,
Tom Francis, or Jacque Franklin

To RSVP or if you havequestions,
contact Steve.: SGelty@BSCS.org

This is a very fun annual POPS
event. Pooped-Out Parents (POPs)
are encouraged to bring kids to frolic
in the park, while parents relax and
chat in the pavilion, or play with kids.

Directions: Take 21% St. south from
highway #24 up the hill, and then
down the hill. Cross Bear Creek, and
then note soccer playing fields to
right. Turn right at next light (Argus).
Proceed (tennis courts on left) to
right turn into Bear Creek Regional
Park. Go about 100 meters, and note
pavilion #7, up on the left.

That 6s where t he

be great fun!

EYAUSTED!

JOIN THE CROWD !

It's our hope that by December
everyone who has the capability will
have elected to receive The
Communicatorby email. The
Communicator by regular mail costs
the church about $1 per issue per
month. It's easy. Just email Richard
Grebenstein, Administrative
Assistant, at richardg@fcucc.orgwith
"Opt Out" in the subject line. One
benefit - you'll see the whole issue in
full color, and can truly enjoy the
photos and artwork.

MUSIC IN JUNE

6

With the Chancel and Joyful Noise
Choirs on break this summer, our
special music will feature church
members and friends of First
Congregational Church.

On Sunday, June 6", Colorado
Springs Philharmonic cellists Ann and
Paul Rule will provide music for the
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. services. On
Sunday, June 13" and June 20",

we will be honored to host students
participating in the Colorado College
Summer Music Conservatory.The
students were chosen from an
international pool of applicants and
will be studying and performing with
world-class musicians at the CC
Summer Music Festival. On Sunday,
June 27", Nancy EkbergTynan,
recorder instructor at Colorado
College, will team with Frank Shelton
on the harpsichord, to provide music
of Baroque recorder composers
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4 FCC YOUTH

We need a team of

aaults that will learn,
grow in faith, and help

guide our teens.o

Youth Ministry Leaders Needed

By Marta Fioriti, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator

AiSignificant
between youth and
mature adults of faith
constitute another kind

of holy ground for youth
ministry.o (The
Godbearing Life, The
Art of Soul Tending for
Youth Ministry)

A relational youth
ministry gives our
program balance. At
First Congregational,
UCC, we have a great
space for our youth, we
have put in place great
curriculum, programs,
and activities. The Faith
Formation Committee
has been organized with
a youth ministry team
that is serving the
organizational structure
of our youth ministry
program. We have a
paid staff person to
bring vision and ideas.
In order to balance our
program we need Youth
Ministry Leaders

(YML). We cannot over-
estimate the importance
of adult-youth
relationships. We need
a team of adults that
will learn, grow in faith ,
and help guide our
teens.

The Faith Formation
Committee is recruiting
Youth Ministry Leaders
for the 2010-2011
program year. Here is

the volunteer
description:

A Youth Ministry Leader
at FCC will:

A Have a
youth ministry and
spending time with
teenagers.

pas

Awork with a
volunteers plus Marta

for either Middle School
or High School) to plan
and lead youth

meetings and activities.

AMake -gearone
commitment, which will
include:

1. Training
expected of and how to
be a Youth Ministry
Leader.

2. Leading (with a co-
volunteer and/or Marta)
on average 2-3
meetings per month
(usually Sundays 10:30
a.m. to noon).

3. Receive support from
Marta and the Faith
Formation Committee
(see bulletin board in
Founder sd R
the plans already in
place for the year
ahead).

4. Receive gratitude

from the youth and
their parents.

5. Receive fulfillment,
joy and countless
blessings

Let me know if you
would like more
information about being
a Youth Ministry Leader
or if you are interested
in supporting Youth
Ministry in some other
way!

Marta Fioriti,
marta@fcucc.org or
306-4037
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Seven Pillars Fellowship Dinner

By Bill Edmondson Planned Giving Chair

The seven stone pillars
supporting the portico of
the church are among the
most visible architectural
details which people
immediately associate with
FCC. These massive
columns also represent the
legacy of wisdom and
commitment of the
pioneers who built the
church and assured its
existence for more than a
century.

The Church Council
created the Seven Pillars

Ovarian Cancer. Women, Know Your Body

Fellowship to thank
current members who are
extending this legacy by
making provisions for a
planned gift to FCC in their
estate plans or wills.
Members of the fellowship
meet annually to welcome
new members, become
reacquainted with old
friends, enjoy dinner, and
discuss future plans at FCC
with Lead Minister
Benjamin Broadbent.

This year, members of the
Seven Pillars Fellowship

By Ruth Lehmkuhl and the Health Ministry Committee

Ovarian cancer is known
as the silent killer. Why?
Because the symptoms
appear to be some other
problem: bloating, fatigue
and irregular menses.

Having a good relationship
with your doctor is critical
to catching ovarian cancer
early. Your doctor needs
to be aware of past
medical problems and how
you have coped with
them. Then, when you
experience some of these
symptoms and mention
ovarian cancer, the doctor
will be receptive to looking
further, following tests to
rule out other treatments
such as bladder infection,
constipation, etc. Experts
suggest a combination
pelvic/rectal exam, CA 125
blood test and a
transvaginal sonogram.
The CA125is
controversial because

there are many false
positives and it is not
reliable. But there are no
other diagnostics available.
A pap smear is NOT a test
for ovarian cancer; it
detects cervical cancer.

Here are the symptoms for
ovarian cancer. Clipthese
and keep for reference.

AAbdomi nal bl
pressure or discomfort
ANausea, indi
constipation or frequent
urination
AAbnormal bDble
AUnusual fati
AUnexpl ained
or gain
AShortness of

If any symptoms last more
than two to three weeks,
see your doctor.

Treatment can consist of
surgery, chemotherapy

will gather on Friday, July
23, Invitations to current
members will be mailed in
June. Anyone who has
made a provision for a
planned gift and wishes to
be included in this annual
event should notify the
church office by speaking
with Ruth Roland, church
business administrator, at
635-3549.

and radiation therapy.
Gynecologic oncology is
the first specialty to
combine the surgery,
chemotherapy and
oversight of a patient's
cancer treatment under
one physician. When | was
diagnosed there was no
such specialist in Colorado
Springs so | received
treatment at Swedish
Hospital in Englewood. But
that has been remedied
and Penrose Hospital now
has such a specialist in
place, Dr. Dirk Pikaart.

One out of 70 women will
develop ovarian cancer. Be
attuned to your body and
proceed to investigate
when symptoms remain
after a couple of weeks.
Donoét itis'ageh k
related or some other
excuse to do nothing.
Early diagnosis is critical to
affect a cure.

FCCO6s massi ve
pillars represent the legacy
of wisdom & commitment

of the churah

fHaving a good
relationship with your
doctor is critical to catching

ovarian cancer early. o0



6 DISCOVERY RETREAT & STEPHEN MINISTRY

We discovered three primary

themes:

Doing Justice

True Dialogue

Common Spiritual Ground

Rev. Jacque Franklin leadsthe

induction of new Stephen
Ministers and Leaders at a

recent Sunday service.

Discovery Retreat

By Andrea Barker, Church CouncilModerator

Members of the Church
Council, staff, and
Stewardship Committee met
for a values articulation and
visioning retreat early in May
2010. While this sounds
daunting, ripe with the
potential to get stuck on
semantics or floating away
with idealism, our goal was to
explorethe churchods
and get grounded and clear
on our future. Our path was a
highly interactive session that
painted very realistic pictures
of who we are as a
congregation a
like to be in the next three to
five years. We discovered
three primary themes that
captured our multiple views of
the congregati
identified tangible steps to
begin to cultivate our future
now.

Action Orientation i Doing
Justice with collaboration 1
the bread of who we are.

ACreate tangib
our convictions through
action.

AEducate,
understand and create
friendships within the wider
community.

ARally around
project: an example explored
by one group at the retreat

acqu

™

was a fAGrace Hc
could host and provide

services to IHN families in

need.

Provide Space forTrue
Dialogue i providing
leadership supported by our
deepest commitment i the
leavening to elevate our ideals
and create the space for
listening across many
platforms 1 Christian,
interfaith, civic, and larger
community.

AFind common gr
all communities with which we
desire dialogue on topics and
issues facing our community
such as homelessness, the
environment, and care for

those in need.

AReview what he
been done or is being done in
our larger community.
Acul t i wvvolers
communication.

A B e nerablé to change
through dialogue i be active
listeners and participants.

non

Our gluten i what holds us
together in community 1
building Common Spiritual
Ground to feed, nourish, and
prepare. Embodied in the
experience of our Taizé
servi ces oGospelhi
Sundayi making joyful music

Stephen Ministry Update

By Rev. Jacque Frankiin, Associate Pastor

Congratulations to our newest
Stephen Ministers and
Stephen Leaders! So what is
the difference between a
Stephen Minister and a
Stephen Leader? Stephen
Ministers receive fifty hours of
training. They visit their
assigned care receiver weekly
and receive support in
monthly supervision meetings.
Stephen Leaders have
attended the week-long
Stephen Leader training and
become a part of the
Leadership team that plans
and carries out the awareness
building in the congregation;
recruitment of potential
Stephen Ministers; training of

Stephen Ministers;
assessment of potential care
receivers; matching care
receivers and Stephen
Ministers; supervising and
offering continual education
to Stephen Ministers; creating
a vision and mission for
Stephen Ministry in our church
and seeing that it is carried
out. These folks are valuable
volunteers who help to see
that no one is overlooked in
our congregation.

Our newest Stephen Ministers
are Chelley Gardneri Smith,
Jonathon Thompson and Pat
Patzer.

and art together to celebrate
Godobés | ove. To
this spiritual goal we must:

ABuild cotogrege
congregation friendships.
ACreate intenti
infrastructure to host diverse
groups in a wide array of
experiences: from joyful
celebrations that raise the

roof to quiet inner peace
explorations found in worship
and meditation.

Our process for discovery will
be continuing t
purpose for our

congregation. We need all
members of the congregation
to reflect on and share hopes
and desires for the future of
First Congregational Church.
How does each ministry area
and committee foster and
develop our key values and
view of the future? Where can
we make a difference? What
does an extravagant welcome
feel like? What opens your
heart and mind to wonder and
mystery? Are you prepared to
give witness to anyone to the
possibility of a just world?

We have an exciting future in
front of us, building on the
incredible legacy left to us
from the founders of First
Congregational United Church
of Christ of Colorado Springs.

Our newest Stephen Leaders
are Judy Kort and Sharon
Wolf.

Currently we have 19 Stephen
Ministers and 9 Stephen
Leaders.

If you or someone you know
is interested in having a
Stephen Minister visit weekly
as a spiritual companion, or if
you would like more
information on how to
become a Stephen Minister or
Leader, please contact Jacque
Franklin at the church office
at 635-3549 or by e-mail:
Jacque@fcucc.org


mailto:Jacque@fcucc.org

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE

Congregational Life: April 18" to May 16"

By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor

THANK YOU

We thank all the folks who
make worship possible and
personal.

Liturgists 1 Jean Tidball,
Jim White, Richard
Grebenstein.

Musical Offeringsi Ruth
Lehmkuhl, John Saxon,
Mengyi Cao (Frank

Sheltond)s stu

Our 4" annual James W.
White lecture , offered by
Dr. Bernard McGinn and
Patricia Ferris McGinn
was entitled
and Loving Ne
April 24™ . The IWwW
Lectureship Committee
responsible for all the
details were: Sue Scott

as Chair, Kathy Beck,
Mary Francis Kerr, Lois
Matthews, Brad

Marten, Larry Patzer,

Joe Pickle, Deborah
Saxon, Polly Strovink,
Jean Tidball, and Rock
Welch.

Artists Appreciation
Sunday was on April 18",
We honored over 200
people from 15 groups
who collaborated over the
past year to
Word to life in worship
through art. Six ensembles
lead us in this service of
Psalms, including Psalms
5, 8, 19, 30, 37, 67, 90,
95, 104, 116, 148 & 150.
Thank you to our artists,
and to all who give
financially to the church,
for helping to make our
music ministry vibrant and
holy.

Stephen Ministry
Commissioning was on
May 2". Three new
Stephen Ministers and two

new Stephen Leaders were
blessed and recognized.
Our newest Stephen
Ministers are Chelley
Gardner -Smith,
Jonathon Thompson,

and Pat Patzer. New
Stephen Leaders who join
the team to implement the
Stephen Ministry training
and supervision are
Sharon Wolf and Judy
Kort.

Faith Formation Sunday
on May 9" honored
volunteers for youth and
children responsible for
Our Whole Lives (OWL)
programming, Christian
education classes, nursery

car e, Childre
leaders and Youth
Ministry.

Office Volunteers

The office staff is grateful
for the following
volunteers who lend their
time and support:

John Shada, Margery
Layton, Sarah Herbert,
Diane Robinson,
Jennifer Haven and the
Communicator Prep
and Mailing Team.

CONDOLENCES

Jane Gazal lost her
brother Fred Gazal
5/11/2010.

Rock Welch lost his
mother Rodah E. Welch
3/27/2010.

CONGRATULATIONS

Jim White on his role in
Arsenic and Old Laceby
Theaterworks.

Jeff Dodson on winning
the Morgan Preaching
Award & Scholarship at
Chicago Theological

Seminary.
PRAYERS

Gari Steadman had an
allergic reaction; Ryan
Grebenstein had surgery
on 5/11; Elaine Curtis
Janelle Hayes, Muriel
Burnett, Janeal Jordan
and Kris Anderson had
health concerns this last
month; Janis Hahn
moved to Chicago on May
6™ Kei t h Caister,e
Greta Nichols, had
surgery; Dol | 'y Eag
son, Mark, had testing;
Rock Welch was in
Jacksorville, FL for cancer
treatment; Sharon Wolf
attended Stephen
Leadership training;

Aaron Holslag deployed
to Afghanistan; Piper
Beatty, daughter of
Kathleen and Mike
Beatty, is still waiting for
a lung transplant as a
result of Cystic Fibrosis;
couples struggling through
relationship issues; loss of
jobs; stress in family life as
the school year draws to a
close; new babies waiting
to be born.

To have items listed in the
Bulletin for prayers, please
call the church office at
635-3549 or e-mail Jacque
Franklin, Associate Pastor
at Jacque@fcucc.org |If
you value prayer but do
not want to publicize your
need, please e-mail Regina
Rodriguez at
777regina@gmail.comfor
a confidential prayer
network.

We thank all the folks

who make worship

possible and personal 0

AiThe McGinns receive

FCC prayer shawls o
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8 OUR WHOLE LIVES

Julia Beebe

Emma Brachtenbach
Will Clark
Kara Flores
Kate Henjum
Taryn Hill
Gabe Hofflander
Emily Jones
Ben Kiley
Justin LaBard
Mikaela Lansberry
Conrey Morris
Marcus Qualls
D.J. Stanec
Cat Steinbach

Jillian Sundman

By Del Hokanson Education Coordinator, plus Jon Vigne, Jean Hagerman, and 16

Awesome Teenagers!

Let the words of their
mouths speak for the
power of the OWL
experience. Sixteen 8"
and 9™ grade teenagers
have recently completed
the 27-session program
and this is what they had
to say:

AThis would
program for anyone. It is
tons of fun and | met a lot
of good friends and
learned a lot about myself.
I love OWL and the people
who make it

AComing into
tendency to wear a mask,
not showing who | really
was. | followed the path
that people made for me
instead of making my
own. But now, with the
help of everyone else in
OWL, | am confident, |
dondt follow
the one | make for myself,
and | am learning how to
trust. In the process of
discovering the 5 circles of
sexuality (sexualization,
sensuality, intimacy,
sexual identity, and sexual
health), | started to view
people differently,
relationships differently,
and life in general
differently. | made an
effort to notice the small
things that make up
everyday life. | wanted to
make sure that | have the
base in any kind of
relationship before I try to
build the top. And like |
said, | learned that not
everyone is always
thinking about themselves.
I'tds better
someone and take a
chance at getting hurt
than never trusting anyone

b

S

t

at all .o

fil have had a
time in this program. |
dondét want it

have learned so much
about myself and

sexuality. | would

definitely recommend this
course to a f

ildve | earned
that | used to be
uncomfortable talking

about. The teachers were
inspiring and | wish the
program did not have to
end, but el 811
knowledge with me for
future deci si

AfiThe La Foret
fondest memory. The trust
and communication
exercises have helped me
to be more outgoing and
allowed me to express
mysel f. o

ilt is great
sexuality in a safe
environment. | will

definitely find a way to
share the information |
learned from OWL with
peers | see e

fiBefore
experience, sexuality was
only an action you
expressed. But really
sexuality is life. Sexuality
isndét just ro
from the time they are

born want to be held and
touched. OWL taught me
that you are always a

sexual being and that you
candét just sw
sexual ity on

Cat Steinbach and DJ
Stanec captured the
essence of OWL when

my OW

they shared the following
with the congre gation on
May 16™:

DJ: Life is a precious gift,

Cat: love is a wonderful
gift,

DJ: and laughter is
glorious gitft.

Cat: So live life to the
fullest,

DJ: love with all your
heart,

Cat: and laugh as much as
you breathe.

OWL taught us all of these
things.

For more information,
contact Del Hokanson at
del@fcucc.org



