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“I WAS HUNGRY AND YOU GAVE ME FOOD:” 
CHILDREN, YOUTH, MGO  
LAUNCH ESM PANTRY DRIVE 
By Steve Kern (with an assist from Ann Brown), on behalf of the 
Mission Giving & Outreach Committee 
 

If you were in church on June 8, you heard Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
deliver a children’s message that included this bit of information: It costs 
$60 to feed a family of four in the Pikes Peak region for three days. 
According to Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM), an agency supported by 
FCC and the other downtown churches, this is the dollar amount of an 
emergency food order. And yet, with today’s economic uncertainties, 
filling these food orders is increasingly difficult as more and more families 
in our region are in need.  

Benjamin invited the children to suggest a goal for FCC’s ESM pantry 
drive, an initiative that is being organized and supported by the church’s 
Mission Giving and Outreach committee. They decided to work towards 
donations that would be the equivalent of three emergency food orders, 
($180). But as of the writing of this article, we had already received 
donations of over $600!  

Although extreme poverty may be rare in the U.S., 30 million of our 
fellow citizens do not earn enough money to feed themselves without 
assistance, according to Bread for the World. The U.S. government 
provides food stamps to over 28 million Americans, and programs for 
seniors and free- and reduced-lunch plans for students in public schools 
provide needed assistance. Despite these efforts, many go hungry. 

Churches have always played a major role in feeding the hungry. Most 
food pantries are sponsored and sustained by churches and their 
volunteers. In the downtown area, ESM’s food pantry, like those across 
the nation, is struggling to keep up with demand. As more and more 
families suffer in these times of economic uncertainty, donations have 
decreased even as need has increased. 

FCC’s efforts to replenish the ESM pantry will extend through the 
summer. Please bring nonperishable food items and toiletries to the 
church; alternatively, you may also drop spare change and dollars into the 
tin cans that will be passed during the Sunday offering. Sending a check 
to the church office also works.  

Matthew 25 contains the following verse: “For when I was hungry, you 
gave me food; when thirsty, you gave me drink…” This passage, taken 
from a longer story about the Last Judgment, seems to indicate that the 
measure of our lives depends not upon what we have believed, but upon 
what we have done, and, especially, how we have treated those among us 
who are hungry, who are thirsty, who are strangers in need of comfort.   

Please consider prayerfully this question: What will I do, this summer 
and beyond, for the “least of these?” 
 

THE COMMUNICATOR      July 2008  
Responding to God’s love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an 

inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, education, 

fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God. 
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To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, July 18th, 2008. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include 
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 
CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 

GENDER IDENTITY, MEANS, 
ABILITY, AND SPIRITUAL 
TRADITION TO JOIN US IN 

THE LOVE OF GOD AND 
NEIGHBOR THROUGH 

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP, 
DEDICATION TO EDUCATION, 

AND COMMITMENT TO 

SERVICE. 



 

3 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

MUSIC FOR OPEN & 
AFFIRMING SERVICE ON 

JULY 20 
On Sunday, July 20, we will 
celebrate an open and affirming 
service.  Members from the 
chancel choir will sing, and we 
would like to invite ALL singers 
from the congregation to join 
us!  We will rehearse between 
services (approximately 10:00-
11:00) on June 29 and July 13.  
We will perform at the 9:00 and 
11:00 service on July 20.  Please 
contact Mandy Todd-Moore (785-
226-6184 or mandy@fcucc.org) if 
you are interested in singing, or 
would like more information. 

SPECIAL SUMMER 
MUSIC FOR JULY 

From folk to Renaissance, music 
for worship in July will feature a 
great variety of musical talent 
from church members and 
friends.  On July 6 the 
WoodDove Consort will present 
Renaissance recorder music as 
well as a very special recorder 
ensemble surprise.  Our annual 
Folk Music Service is scheduled 
for July 13.  Paul Schwotzer is 
organizing the service which will 
have music based on our summer 
theme "Wondering as we 
wander: out of Egypt toward the 
Promised Land."  We will 
celebrate Open and Affirming 
Sunday on July 20 with a special 
choir led by chancel choir 
director Mandy Todd-Moore. (For 
details on participating in this 
choir see the box above).  On 
July 29 the Flute Choir, directed 
by Phyllis White, will offer 

special music. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
If you are interested in learning 
more about becoming a Stephen 
Minister contact Luke Cammack, 
Recruiting Coordinator, at 575-
0976 or Lcammack3@gmail.com. 
If you would like to receive care 
from a Stephen Minister contact 
Kathy Sparnins, Care Receiver 
Coordinator, at 687-8110 or 
arnie@sparnins.com. For general 
information contact Jacque 
Franklin, Stephen Ministry 
Coordinator, at 635-3549 or 

jacque@fcucc.org.  

BLESSING THE SHAWLS 
Almost every Sunday morning we 
have become accustomed to 
seeing the beautiful prayer 
shawls draped artistically over 
the large wicker basket, over 
pedestals and around flowers, 
crosses and center pieces.  
Baptismal shawls adorn babies, 
teens and adults as well.  The 
shawls have become an integral 
part of our community. 
   
Please take a moment when you 
see them to bless them.  Even 
approach and touch them with 
your blessing before or after the 
services if you feel led to do so.  
The recipients of the shawls 
always remark about the 
powerful prayer effects on them 
as they wrap themselves in the 
soft embrace of God’s love and 
our blessings. 
 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
members thank you for your 
continued support in prayers, 
finances, and yarns.  You are an 
integral part of what we do. 

 

Our ministry … 
 
Extravagant 

WWelcome, 
 

Openness to 

WWonder, 
 

Positive & 
proactive 

WWitness to the 

possibility of a 
just world. 
 
Welcome, Wonder, Witness 
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FOOTPRINTS OF FOUNDERS 
  

Twenty-three pioneering 
folks founded our church in 1874 
when Colorado Springs was a 
rustic community hardly three 
years old.  Who were these 
enterprising people?  As the 
backgrounds of our founders can 
be discovered we will write 
about them in this column from 
time to time. 

Two of our founders were 
Edwin S. Nettleton and his wife, 
Lucy G. Nettleton.  In 1870, or 
thereabouts, Edwin was the 
Chief Engineer of Horace 
Greeley's Union Colony.  When 
General Palmer, who was 
planning to locate Colorado 
Springs, heard about Mr. 
Nettleton and two other officers 
at the Union Colony, he recruited 
them to work for him.  Mr. 
Nettleton, who had already built 
the first irrigation ditch in the 
Rockies for the Union Colony, 
readily accepted Gen. Palmer's 
offer.  He became the engineer 
of the Colorado Springs town site 
in 1871. 

Mr. Nettleton physically 
drove the first stake marking the 
founding of Colorado Springs at 
Pikes Peak and Cascade 
Avenues.  He designed the 
Fountain and Monument 
irrigation canals and supervised 
the placement of the dam and 
the Fountain ditch which brought 
the first water to Colorado 
Springs over an eleven mile 
distance.  After the county 
passed a small bond issue, he 
engineered the first road up Ute 
Pass.  He is also noted for 
supervising the Bear Creek Trail, 
the first trail up Pikes Peak. 

The many good works of our 
current members follow the foot 
prints of our founders. 

WILL YOU LEAVE A LEGACY? 
 

UCC members support their churches and other charitable 
institutions generously during their lifetimes. In fact, more than 80% 
of all Americans contribute regularly to the charity of their choice. 
But less than 10% of all donors continue their support of these 
churches and charities through a charitable bequest made upon 
their death. That means of the approximately two million 
Americans who will die in the next 12 months, less than 200,000 will 
leave anything from their estates to charity. 
 

People are often reluctant to include a charitable bequest in 
their wills because they want to leave a legacy to their children or 
other relatives. And the majority of people have not made a will at 
all! According to an Associated Press story published in 2004, the 
percentage of adults who had created a will dropped by 5% from 
2000. 
 

Statistics like these mean bad news for UCC churches, 
organizations and institutions, many of which were created thanks 
to legacies left by past generations. Many churches use the ongoing 
support provided by endowments to expand ministry in new areas, 
while others use the funds generated to continue their work through 
lean and changing times. By including bequests in our wills and by 
making other “planned gifts,” we of the present generation can 
continue to support the church’s mission in the future, bearing 
witness to the importance of the United Church of Christ in our 
lives. 
 

Making gifts from an estate is not an exclusive privilege of the 
wealthy. Every gift is important – both to the giver and to the 
recipient. If only 20% of current UCC members left a charitable 
bequest, the number of charitable bequests received by UCC-
related organizations would more than double. With twice as many 
gifts, the ministries most important to you would have greater 
financial resources to continue and extend their transformative 
work for years to come. 
 

Imagine the impact our generation would have on the 
denomination’s future and its influence in the world if each of us 
sought to leave a legacy. 

 
Reprinted with permission from the Summer, 2007 UCFocus 

newsletter. Please visit www.ucfoundation.org for more 
information regarding the United Church Foundation. For more 
information about First Congregational Church's Planned Giving 
initiative, please contact the office or visit 
www.fcucc.org/WillsandEstatePlanning. 

 
 

F O O T P R I N T S  O F  F O U N D E R S  ;  W I L L  Y O U  L E A V E  A  L E G A C Y ? 
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DWELLING PLACE 
TRANSFORMATION – 
DEDICATED TO FCC 
YOUTH 
By Jeff Dodson, Youth Director, 
Andrea Barker, Moderator, & 
Tim Stroh, Architect 
 

Have you been to the 
Dwelling Place lately?  It is the 
little storefront building north of 
the church on Tejon.  It has been 
used extensively by a variety of 
groups – mainly our youth and 
various 12-step programs.  
Members of the middle and high 
school youth groups met in June 
to discuss the space, and 
concluded that the existing 
space and its dominating orange 
monster couch are “dull, 
dilapidated, and dirty.”  It really 
doesn’t extend a welcome to 
anyone.   

What is exciting is the 
prospect of a transformation of 
the rather institutional feeling 
space to a warm, hip, and 
inviting place.  Activities 
anticipated include lively 
conversations, meetings, playing 
games, hanging out, doing 
homework, watching movies, 
sharing meals together, poetry 
readings, musical performances, 
art exhibits, and La Foret style 
worship.  The kids desire a space 
that is filled with inspiring art 
and is comfortable – they like the 
feel of Poor Richards, Ricos, and 
Starbucks.   

How can this be 
accomplished?  Design ideas are 
formulating and some funding 
has been located within the 
Church budget.  Roof repairs are 
underway, covered by the 
operating budget, with an 
additional $10,000 possible from 
the endowment fund for capital 

improvements.  The kids are all willing to help and excited to get 
started with cleaning and clearing out the space to make room for 
painting and new carpet.  As resources and talents allow, new 
furniture, lighting fixtures, cabinetry, kitchen elements, acoustic 
treatments, and a possible stage will be added to create a 
comfortable “urban modern” youth environment to meet a 
multitude of activities – a place for kids!! 

This summer marks the beginning of the transformation.  If you 
are interested in the project, want to know more, get involved, or 
help in any way – send an email to andrea.barker@hbaa.com or 
leave a note in the Moderator mailbox in the church office. 
 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL YOUTH! 
By Jeff Dodson 

 
I hope you are ready for a sizzling summer because Youth 

activities are getting ready to heat up!  July happens to be a busy 
month for Youth offerings because, well…warm weather, cool 
treats, no school, you get the idea.  The culmination of all this fun 
is found at La Foret – our local summer camp and retreat center in 
Black Forest, Colorado. Summer camps include Pioneer (grades 2-4), 
Explorer & Explorer Music (grades 4-6), Voyager & Voyager Music 
(grades 6-8), and MADD (Sr. High youth).  I ask you to keep in prayer 
all those who are participating in camps this month.  We also have 
several youth attending the National Youth Event in Knoxville, TN at 
the end of the month: Dylan Kern, Emily Elkins, Abby Brown, & 
Lilly Dashiell-Mooney.  They will join over 3,000 other youth for 
this transforming experience.  

The Dwelling Place is a wonderful building for our youth to meet 
in — however, it is in great need of repairs and decor!  Please read 
the article in this month’s Communicator about The Dwelling Place, 
as it speaks to the concerns and wishes of our youth to transform 
our sacred space.  Please read and consider time and talent 
offerings you can make to help this happen! 

Youth eat a lot of food, right?  Well, this happens to be as true 
at Youth Group as at home.  As apparent as this is, there are still 
gaps in our calendar where you can provide a meal.  Our youth ask 
that families, committees, groups or individuals volunteer a meal 
for Youth Group once every-other-month-or-so.  A sign-up board is 
located in the breezeway at the rear of the sanctuary.  Be assured 
our youth will thank you, and their full tummies will cease to 
grumble!  

Throughout July, First Congregational Youth will help with ESM 
and Fellowship Hour — two great opportunities for serving our 
community!  Other activities for July include watching fireworks at 
Memorial Park in Colorado Springs on the 4th and (alternating) movie 
nights & Open Mic nights at The Dwelling Place every Friday.  A 
schedule of events will be posted online and on our Youth bulletin 
board–located in the Atrium.      

Youth Group hosts Fellowship hour for 8 weeks, July 6 through 
August 24.  We need at least four Middle or High School Youth to 

D W E L L I N G  P L A C E  C H A N G E S  ;  F I R S T  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  Y O U T H ! 
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help with set-up, serving, and 
take-down of the refreshment 
tables on the portico of the 
church.  Please let me know 
what Sundays you are able to 
help – remember, many bodies 
make light work (and a lot of 
fun!). 

As most of you have heard, 
throughout this summer our 
congregation is focusing on 
gathering food & money for 
Colorado Springs Ecumenical 
Social Ministries (ESM).  As a 
Youth Group, we can do our part 
by passing special collection cans 
during the offering at worship 
every Sunday.  You can sign-up 
for a Sunday at any of our youth 
gathering.   

Blessings this July! 
 

THE FLOW OF WATER … 
AND MONEY 
By Bruce Warren, Treasurer 

 

I found Lynn Twist’s The Soul 
of Money thought-provoking and 
challenging.  She made me 
consider the essence of money, 
especially as she challenged 
what she calls the “great myths” 
of “there’s not enough” and 
“more is better.”  How could she 
possibly believe that those two 
basic principles aren’t true?  
Doesn’t everyone need more 
resources for retirement?  Don’t 
we need more for a fuel-efficient 
car, for groceries, for gas?  And 
how do we pay the cost of 
educating our children for the 
challenges of tomorrow?  But just 
as important, Lynn Twist made 
me think deeply about the 
meaning of money in our lives:  
Is it simply a medium of 
exchange?  Something to be 
hoarded?  A way of defining us 
and our priorities? 

This led me to wonder about the soul of money.  I came to 
realize, as I reflected on the flow of money through our lives, how 
important it is that we use our resources to reflect our priorities.  
As Lynn Twist says, “let it stand for who you are, your love, your 
heart, your word, your humanity.” 

 
Lynn Twist understands that it is “only money.”  She writes, 

“money is like water.  Money flows through all our lives, sometimes 
like a rushing river and sometimes like a trickle.  When it is flowing, 
it can purify, cleanse, create and nourish.  When it is blocked or 
held too long, it can grow stagnant and toxic to those withholding 
or hoarding it.” 

 
Our family spends a lot of time in Taos, New Mexico.  We have 

been fortunate to be involved there with “acequias,” which are the 
ditches that distribute water to fields, pastures and yards.  In times 
of drought, there may be no water for some because it goes to 
those who really need it to grow crops, fruits, vegetables and other 
foods for themselves or for market, or only a meager trickle, 
enough to sustain ornamental cherry and pear trees.  In times of 
plenty, the water rushes freely, a torrent of pure snow melt from 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains to the east.  Every spring, we help 
clean the acequia and talk to the head of the acequia, the 
“mayordomo,” about who will get water.  In May of this year, we 
were helping those first on the list, who had not had any water for 
the last five years or so because of the drought.  I cleaned out 
thorny brush, dug mud, used a pitchfork to throw out trash and 
other blockages, and watched the clear, cool, life-giving water flow 
through the acequia . . . until it hit a plugged underground pipe and 
flooded the street instead of making the final 200 yard journey to 
the intended fruit trees and yard.  It was diverted from a beneficial 
use to a wasteful flow down the road. 

 
Money is like that.  Sometimes it flows plentifully, other times it 

is a trickle or not at all.  Sometimes it is used positively; sometimes 
not.  Sometimes it’s headed the right direction, only to get diverted 
to some unanticipated need.  But it is how we use the money – like 
how we use the water – that makes the difference.  By doing our 
best to remove the blockages, money will flow to those causes that 
reflect our soul, our commitments, and our passions . . . those 
things most important to us.  And it will flow freely, whether in 
large or small amounts.  Then, we appreciate money as a tool for 
the good it can do. 

 
So for me, Lynne Twist’s message helps me appreciate and yet 

be challenged by the flow of money in our lives – and how to make 
sure our resources mirror our priorities and passions, including First 
Congregational Church. 

 
 
 
 

T H E  S O U L  O F  M O N E Y  E S S A Y 
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
By Jacque Franklin 

THANK YOU to… 10 FCUCC 
volunteer servers for the Acacia 
dinner, May 18; Bereavement 
Reception Committee for their fine 
work at Paul Sundman’s Memorial 
service May 17; Chancel Choir, 
musicians, soloists, director Mandy 
Todd- Moore for the phenomenal 
Vivaldi tribute; FCUCC members 
who helped host families last week 
with the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network; Phyllis Kester for her 
beautiful piano playing in worship 
services on May 25; the children who 
volunteered as liturgists; Amelia 
Kemp, Dalila Walker, Joel Francis, 
Thea Roland Peterson; creators of 
the summer Sunday School 
curriculum process, Casey Tencick, 
Sue Scott, Gigi Holman. 

CONDOLENCES to… family and 
friends of Florence Manthei, who 
served FCUCC along with her 
husband, Rev. Edward Manthei, 
from 1938-1944. Florence died 
Sunday, May 25; family and friends 
of Chris McCord (daughter of 
deceased member, Peg Walker) 
died 6/6/08 in a tragic car accident; 
Vernon Duke died 6/11/08 in 
Modesto, CA. 

CONGRATULATIONS to… retiring 
teachers, including Sara Doud and 
Pete Hokanson; Dr. James Brooke 
honored on May 16 at the Red 
Ribbon Ball of the Southern 
Colorado AIDS Project for years of 
dedication to providing medical 
assistance to those living with AIDS; 
Peter Rule who appeared on the 
news May 28 having been 
interviewed while protesting the 
President’s appearance at the Air 
Force Academy graduation; Pat 
Dolin, on her approval for ordination 
at the Ecclesiastical Council. Jessica 
Suzanne Saenz (daughter of Linda 
and Dave Seyfert) and Brad Wikoff 
were married May 31, 2008 in Playa 
del Carmen, Mexico.  Jessica, a 
former nursery attendant for the 
church, is a Medical Assistant in 
Granby. Brad owns a construction 
company in Winter Park.  The 

couple, and Jessica's daughter Raylin, will reside in Winter Park. 
PRAYERS for… Darlene Avery’s sister with health concerns; Kathy 

Sparnins recovering from hip surgery May 27; Phyllis McCoy health 
concerns; Ellen Jennings recovering at home; Ruth Lehmkuhl recovering 
at home; Howard Ray, recovery from surgery; Lisa Cook surgery 6/16; 
Diane Benning recovering from surgery; Betty Freudenburg’s daughter-in-
law Sharry with acute health issues; Peggy Lovelace recovering from a 
bike accident. 

DEPLOYED MILITARY… Kris Mack, Frederick Morris, Justin Niemiec, 
Michael McClure, Thomas Robbins & Andrew Carpenter. Prayers of 
gratitude & safety surround them. 

CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Pastor of Visitation, at 635-3549, or 
jacque@fcucc.org. 

 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
Summer Sunday School classes for children Pre-School through 5th 

Grade have begun, and will continue during both services on most Sundays 
during the summer through Sunday, August 10th. There will be no Sunday 
School offered on July 13th, August 17th, August 24th, or August 31st, as 
on these Sundays, children will be invited to stay in worship in order to 
experience and/or participate in special music-oriented, 'Child-Friendly', 
or 'Children-Led' services. 

Featuring an original curriculum based on Creation Stories from 
various cultures/religious traditions and in teams of 'two', each lesson will 
be created and presented by the following FCC members/teachers: Angie 
Adams, Lyn  Boudreau, Nancy Briley, Ann Broughton, Nancy Cain, Jenny 
Chapman, Eydie Elkins, Jacque Franklin, Janis Hahn, Ann Howard, Beth 
Garrison-Kemp, Bruce and Teresa Latimer, Ian Lindemann, Marcy 
McNeill, Blake Oleson-Phelps, Lisa Poffenberger, Ruth Roland, Sue 
Scott, Ann Skinner, Polly Strovink, Casey Tencick, Natasha Walker, and 
Becky Weiss. 

Child Care for children under the age of 3 will continue to be provided 
in our nursery by attendants Charlotte Ady and Elizabeth Ash. 

 
ADULT EDUCATION 

Continuing opportunities for ongoing adult education during the 
summer include, at this writing, the Wednesday morning Bible Study led 
by Paul Carpenter from 9 - 11am in the Gregg Library and the Bible Study 
based on the Marcus Borg book, Reading the Bible Again for the First 
Time, meeting every other Tuesday night from 7 - 9pm at 5545 Chukar 
Trail. Contact Lee Kelly at LK5163@yahoo.com for details. 

Several additional educational offerings for adults will 
resume September 14th--stay tuned! 

Lyn Boudreau, FCC Education Coordinator, lmboudreau@comcast.net. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 
By Jacque Franklin 

Our Stephen Ministers are visiting their care-receivers and receiving 
supervision.  Small group peer supervision is absolutely essential for 
successful Stephen Ministry.  Stephen Ministers get and give more in 
supervision than their 50 hours of training.  The success of the caring 
relationship depends on supervision more than any other element, except 
for God’s help and guidance.  In fact, supervision session is one of the 
main times when God gives and helps and guides. 

What happens in a Supervision meeting?        (Continued on Page 8…) 

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E ; C H I L D R E N ‘ S  &  A D U L T  E D U C A T I O N  
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Opening activity, prayer, 
devotion – The Supervision 
Coordinator provides activities to 
help build the group in trust and 
support.  Stephen Ministers take 
turns providing prayer and 
devotions. 

Continuing Education – The 
group continues to learn new & 
important things that relate to the 
situations of their care-receivers.  
Special speakers with expertise in 
areas such as grief or aging lead to 
more insight & understanding.   

Small Group Peer Supervision – 
Stephen Ministers are expected to 
attend supervision meetings 
faithfully for 3 very good reasons. 

For the sake of the Care 
Receivers – Supervision enables the 
best care possible. 

For the sake of other Stephen 
Ministers – Not only do Stephen 
Ministers receive supervision but 
they give it.  Stephen Ministers care 
about one another and help one 
another grow to become even better 
caregivers. 

For their own sakes – Stephen 
Ministers know the benefits from 
supervision.  They see how they 
grow as Christians, as persons and as 
caregivers. 

Through confidential, supportive 
learning environments the Stephen 
Ministers hold one another 
accountable to their commitment to 
their care giver, small group, 
ministry, & themselves.  Focus 
Questions that are carefully 
structured help to guide in-depth 
discussion to focus on the Stephen 
Minister & the care they are giving.    

If you are interested in learning 
more about becoming a Stephen 
Minister contact Luke Cammack, 
Recruiting Coordinator, at 575-0976 
or Lcammack3@gmail.com. 

If you would like to receive care 
from a Stephen Minister contact 
Kathy Sparnins, Care Receiver 
Coordinator, at 687-8110 or 
arnie@sparnins.com.  

For general information contact 
Jacque Franklin, Stephen Ministry 
Coordinator, at 635-3549 or 
Jacque@fcucc.org.  

SECOND SUNDAY SERIES TO FOCUS ON DREAMS AS SPIRITUAL 
PRACTICE 

Invitation:  You are invited to the July Second Sunday Series 
exploration of dreams as a spiritual practice, after church at noon in the 
chapel on July 13.  Members of the Friday dream group will talk about 
their group spiritual practice, answer questions, and respectfully respond 
to dreams brought by attendees.  Light refreshments will be served. 

Imagine what happens when eight church members meet on Friday 
mornings to look at their dreams.  Imagine what happens when those 
women meet not just for a week or two or even a month; they meet for 
years, sharing dreams they have written down in notebooks or 
remembered. Imagine that their dream exploration becomes not just an 
individual spiritual practice, but an ongoing group practice with each of 
the group members learning about one another’s day to day lives, as well 
as the ongoing stories, the deeper issues, the long-term growth and 
spiritual development each woman experiences over the course of many 
years (some members have been involved for twenty years; the newest 
member has attended for about five years). Imagine that the group 
meeting in the church library doesn’t rely on clergy or professional 
leadership, but is led by its own members, each one deepening her 
understanding of dreams, each one bringing her unique and developing 
insights to the dreams presented each Friday morning. 

What started as a fairly typical adult education opportunity at FCC has 
grown into a remarkable experiment, an ongoing spiritual formation 
laboratory, in which each member is changed and opened and deepened in 
ways she never could have imagined. And she is connected to other 
members of the group in profound ways. 

Insights the group members subscribe to include the following1: 
“A dream is a net cast by the divine to bring us back to ourselves;” “There 
is at least one spot in every dream at which it is unplumbable—a navel, as 
it were, that is its point of contact with the unknown;” “Dreams open a 
cellar door to depth. They show you how to shift from being driven by 
external events and internal emotions to being centered on your soul or 
psyche, which is rich, powerful, and generative;” “It’s a strange miracle: 
dreams tell you the truth about your basic predicament;” “Dreams bridge 
general spiritual instruction to private religious and spiritual experience.” 

The Second Sunday series will be held once a month to introduce 
church members to the spiritual practices already followed by members of 
many groups at FCC.  The new Spiritual Formation Committee, dedicated 
to nurturing contemplative experiences in members of our congregation, 
wants to make sure all members know about spiritual practices available 
on various days of the week at different times in many nooks and crannies 
of the church, so we’re introducing practices to you on Sundays to give you 
a glimpse of them and a clear invitation to participate. 

Other Second Sunday experiences will be available throughout the rest 
of the year: August: Taizé; September: Journaling; October: Prayer Shawl 
Ministry; November: Advent Preparation; December: Ellie Corriell’s Heart 
Centered Meditation. 

With questions, contact members of the Spiritual Formation 
Committee: Deirdre Gilbert (interim chair), Janis Hahn, Ceil Malek, 
Jocelyn Bakkemo, Kathy Beck, Sheryl Cline, Michelle Hair, & Karin 
Henriksen.

                                                 
1 Quotes come from The History of Last Night’s Dream: Discovering the Hidden Path 
to the Soul by Rodger Kamenetz. HarperOne, 2007. 
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July Birthdays 
7/1 Sara Flint 

7/1 Kris Jones 

7/2 Susie Bjork 

7/2 Genevieve Holstein 

7/2 Evelyn Howard 

7/2 Lenore Poulson 

7/2 Alan Severn 

7/3 Bill Budington 

7/3 Nick Haefner 

7/3 Tarren Morris 

7/3 Larry Patzer 

7/3 Harold Schwandt 

7/3 Meredith Simmons 

7/5 Audrey Bell 

7/5 Janice Simonton 

7/5 Keith Szentes 

7/6 Karen Brown 

7/6 Linda Margrave 

7/7 Julie Beebe 

7/7 Greg Ralphe 

7/10 Ben Finch 

7/10 Ann James 

7/10 Becky Parrinella 

7/10 Bill Taylor 

7/10 David Winter 

7/11 Lillian Dashiell-Mooney 

7/11 Sean Kennedy 

7/11 Jane Ridings 

7/12 Eli Harper 

7/12 Nancy Henjum 

7/13 Emma Bean 

7/13 Gigi Holman 

7/13 Ben Kiley 

7/13 Bebe Santa-Wood 

7/14 Shannon Daley 

7/14 Debbie Sagen 

7/14 Gigi Van Egeren 

7/15 Shawn Cardin 

7/15 Chris Carlson 

7/15 Olive Simonton 

7/16 Rose Mary Clark 

7/16 Chad Glang 

7/16 Isaac Laffely 

 

Birthdays (Continued) 
7/16 Alicia Taylor-Byers 

7/16 Ulrich Wesche 

7/17 Elise Bean 

7/17 Sara Doud 

7/17 Nancy Forgy 

7/17 Dylan Harris 

7/17 Suzanne Laffely 

7/18 Novi Hofflander 

7/19 Nathaniel Everett 

7/19 Lori Goodwin 

7/19 Delphi Lyra 

7/19 Malia Steel 

7/21 Greg Glick 

7/21 Shirley Wick 

7/22 Will Ashley 

7/22 Jordan Purinton 

7/22 KC Rodman 

7/22 Jason Shick 

7/23 Brooke Edmonds 

7/23 Scott Ford 

7/23 Lynn Holloway 

7/23 Mike Leak 

7/23 Ismael Rodriguez 

7/24 David Bailey 

7/24 Ruth Connell 

7/24 Cassidy Fowler 

7/24 Isaac Holstein 

7/24 Sharon Littrell 

7/24 Jon Thomas 

7/25 Faye Gallegos 

7/25 Deborah Hunter 

7/25 Greg Kennedy 

7/25 Karen Yuan 

7/26 Nicholas Dawson 

7/26 Alex Doud 

7/26 Jen Grimmett 

7/27 Katie Martins 

7/28 Lee DeArment 

7/28 Sophie DeArment 

7/28 Carolyn Johnson 

7/28 Jonathan Pease 

7/28 Gary Sheppard 

7/29 Margaret Brooks 

7/29 Dolores Eager 
 

July Anniversaries 
7/1 Laurie & Jonathan Reilly 

7/2 June & Kenneth Hallenbeck 

7/2 Evelyn & Bob Howard 

7/2 Cathy & Steve Virden 

7/3 Marta & Gordon McKay 

7/5 Karen & Steve Brown 

7/8 Cheryl & Dan Stauffer 

7/9 Pat & Larry Patzer 

7/10 Teresa & Bruce Latimer 

7/10 Beth Reasoner & Laura Pfender 

7/12 Emily & Chris Occhiuto 

7/14 Gigi & Thomas Van Egeren 

7/15 Kristina & David Maher 

7/16 Kelly & Rick Smith 

7/21 Gigi & Benjamin Holman 

7/23 Jennifer & Bill Knapp 

7/23 Dorothy & Hans Krimm 

7/23 Chris & Warren Pease 

7/24 Chris Carlson & Marty Wolf 

7/25 Kristin & Scott Stanec 

  

July Birthdays (Continued) 
7/29 Nicholas Huger 

7/30 Bridget Duffy 

7/30 Robin France 

7/30 Katie Grubb 

7/30 Thurmon Seright 

7/31 Justine Shaw 

7/31 Rebecca White 
 

J U L Y  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S      
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July Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

Summer Worship Theme: 
Wondering as We Wander:  

Out of Egypt and Toward the Promised Land 
 
 

July 6 – 8th Sunday after Pentecost 
Today we celebrate Communion at both services. Rev. 
Jacque Franklin preaches on Matthew 11.  

July 13 – 9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Today is our annual Folk Music Sunday, coordinated by 
Paul Schwotzer. Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon on 
Genesis 25:19-34, the story of the birth of Esau and 
Jacob. 

July 20 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Today is our annual Open & Affirming (ONA) Sunday. 
Clare Twomey, a 3rd year student at Iliff School of 
Theology who just completed a year-long internship at 
Church in the Wildwood (UCC) in Green Mountain Falls, is 
our preacher. The Colorado Springs PrideFest follows the 
11:00 service and all are invited to join our church’s 
delegation. 

July 27 – 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Today the Flute Choir provides worship music and Rev. 
Broadbent preaches on The Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
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