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Lent: Learning from Christian Mystics 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
 

   
Our annual James W. 

White lecturer this year 

will be Bernard McGinn, a 

scholar (perhaps the 

scholar) of Christian 

mysticism. Describing 

mysticism, McGinn writes: 

“The mystical element in 

Christianity… is that part 

of belief and practice that 

concerns the preparation 

for, the consciousness of, 

and the reaction to what 

the mystics understand as 

a direct, immediate, and 

transformative encounter 

with the presence of 

God.”  

I found this excerpt in a 

book Bernard wrote with 

his wife, Patricia Ferris 

McGinn, Early Christian 

Mystics: The Divine Vision 

of the Spiritual Masters. 

The excerpt continues: 

“Though many mystics 

speak of such 

transformative direct 

contact as attaining union 

with God, others avoid this 

language, so we have 

preferred to speak of 

presence. But presence 

itself, like so much else in 

mysticism, is not a simple 

and straightforward 

notion. God cannot be 

present the way a thing is 

present, because God is 

literally a no-thing.”  

For me, this is exciting 

language for at least two 

reasons. First, mysticism is 

a form of Christian thought 

based in practice. As one 

who lives in my head so 

much of the time, I long 

for a way of being 

grounded in spiritual 

practice. Mystics teach 

these practices. Second, in 

a culture hell-bent on 

certainty, whether of the 

rational-scientific kind or 

the non-rational-religious 

fundamentalist kind, I long 

for language of God that 

begins with the premise 

that we are teetering on 

the edge of a chasm of 

mystery. That God is no-

thing does not mean that 

God is not real. Perhaps 

God is more real than the 

rest of reality.  

Sunday worship services 

during Lent (see Page 9 of 

the Communicator for 

details) are based upon a 

Lenten reading program 

provided by the McGinns. I 

invite everyone to 

participate. Here are 

details for the first two 

weeks; full details 

available at 

www.fcucc.org.  

Texts:  

Bernard McGinn and 

Patricia Ferris McGinn, 

Early Christian Mystics: 

The Divine Vision of the 

Spiritual Masters (New 

York: Crossroad, 2003) 

Bernard McGinn, The 

Essential Writings of 

Christian Mysticism (New 

York: Random House, 

2006)  

1. First Week (Feb. 21-

27, 2010): Reading of 

the Bible 

Origen chapter (Early 

Christian Mystics, pp. 21-

40) 

Texts: Section 1: Biblical 

Interpretation (Essential 

Writings, 3-46)  

2. Second Week (Feb. 

28-March 6, 2010):  

Asceticism and 

Suffering 

Evagrius chapter (Early 

Christian Mystics, pp. 41-

58) 

Texts: Section 2: 

Asceticism and Purgation 

(Essential Writings, 47-

77); Section 11: Distress 

and Dereliction (Essential 

Writings, 365-93) 

 

 
 
 
Responding to God’s love, 
we are First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, an 
inclusive, ecumenical, and 
spiritual people, who 
through worship, 
education, fellowship, and 
outreach seek to embrace 
the mystery of God. 
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NOTES IN BRIEF 

ALL-CHURCH FAMILY CAMP 
SAVE THE DATE! 

All Church Family Camp 
NEW DATE! 

Friday-Sunday, August 27-30, 2010 
La Foret Camp and Retreat Center 

TAIZÉ PRAYER 
A contemplative service of 
worship using readings, 

music, and silences. 
 

Services during the season of 
Lent begin with 

Ash Wednesday Service 
on Wed., February 17th  

at 7:00 P.M. 
with Taizé music 
and imposition 

of ashes. 
 

Weekly Lenten Taizé Prayer 
begins on 

Thursday, Feb. 25th  
at 7:00 P.M. 

 
Enhance your Lenten journey 
by attending these services 

of prayer. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
For more information,  

contact Patty Lee: 
Patty@PatriciaLeeLLC.com. 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY  
PANCAKE SUPPER 

All are invited to SHROVE TUESDAY 
PANCAKE SUPPER at FCC on 
Tuesday, February 16th. Come in 
Mardi Gras costumes if you dare! 
Pancakes and bacon will be served 
beginning at 6:00 P.M. in the 
Founders’ Room. There will be 
music, fun activities for adults and 
kids, and a surprise for those who 
stay to clean up! The evening will 
end with Pastor Benjamin burning 
palms and burying "The Banner."  
For more info contact Lin Luinetti 
Quinlan: linsjazz@comcast.net. 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

ADULT FORUM 
WINTER/SPRING 2010 

Meetings are held from 10:00 - 
10:50 A.M. Sunday mornings in the 
Chapel 

January 10th: “The Origin and Basis 
of Architectural Sanctuary in Sacred 
Space” - Chuck Benson 

January 17th: “Mysteries of the Ghent 
Altarpiece” - Chuck Benson  

January 24th: “Medieval to 
Renaissance Art & Architecture - 
Changing Views of the Next World to 
This World” - Mark Qualls 

January 31st & February 7th: 
“Spiritual Lessons of Science” - Don 
Allred  

February 14th: “You've Come a Long 
Way, Baby!” - Rose Enyeart 

February 21st, 28th, & March 7th:  
“What Should I Give Up for Lent?” - 
Bruce Sage  

March 14th:  “Healthcare Reform in 
the U.S.: The Good, the Bad, & the 
Ugly” - Jerry White 

March 21st: “Just Peace Issues in the 
Middle East” - FCC Justice & Peace 
Ministry 

The Forum will not meet on Palm 
Sunday, March 28th or on Easter 
Sunday, April 4th. We will return on 
April 11th. 

For updates, please check the FCC 
web site (www.fcucc.org) and select:  
Opportunities/Adult/Forum Schedule. 

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE 
Plymouth Circle will meet on 

February 3, 2010 at 1:00 P.M. in the 
Founders’ Room. 

Hostesses are Beverly Ridings and 
Evelyn Howard. Devotionals will be 
presented by Marilyn Johnson. The 
program is being arranged by Janice 
Simonton. 

COMMUNITY LIFE COMMITTEE 
LOOKING FOR FUN? 

 
I need volunteers/event planners for 

the Community Life Committee. We 
plan fun & exciting events 
throughout the year, such as the Fat 
Tuesday Pancake Supper, the annual 
Church Picnic, etc.  
 
We have fun planning fun! Please 
contact Lin Luinetti Quinlan for more 
information: linsjazz@comcast.net.  
 

FCC BOOK GROUP 
The FCC Book Discussion Group 
meets quarterly in members’ homes 
to discuss the selected novel. We 
invite anyone who likes to read to 
join us. Typically, we choose one 
book from each of the following 
categories each quarter:  

¶ Classic  

¶ Best Seller 

¶ Spiritual/Religious Theme 

¶ Southwestern/Western  

The next meeting will be on Sunday, 
February 21st, at Howard and Mary 
Jane Ray’s home. Watch the church 
bulletin for details. RSVPs are 
requested for planning purposes for 
the hosts.  

Current selection: The House of the 
Seven Gables, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
classic tale of a cursed house and 
generations of the families linked to 
it.   

If you have any questions, contact 
John or Linda Boles: 
jobolesjr@comcast.net. 

COMMUNICATOR OPT-OUT 
SAVE PAPER, MONEY, TIME! 

Email Richard at Richardg@fcucc.org 
if you’d like to opt out of the printed 
monthly newsletter. Receive the full-
color electronic copy even sooner; 
print only what you need! 

mailto:linsjazz@comcast.net
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A “Hands-on Approach” to Faith Formation 
    By Delrae Hokanson, Education Coordinator 
   

Youth Group News 
    By Marta Fioriti, Youth & Young Adult Coordinator 
   

All Youth & Parents: 
 
There is a time change for the 
middle school youth group.  
We will now meet on Sundays 
at 10:30 A.M. in The Dwelling 
Place. 
  
Ski Trip: February 19-20th.  
Registration forms are 
available through Marta 
Fioriti. Please turn them in by 
February 7th.  
  
We are looking for 
chaperones/youth adult 
leaders this spring. If you are 
interested in working with 

middle school youth or senior 
high youth, let me know. 
Youth group cannot happen 
without more then one adult, 
so I would be grateful for 
your help. 
  
Middle School Youth Group: 
Worship @ 9 A.M., Fellowship 
@ 10 A.M. and Youth Group 
@ 10:30 A.M. Bring $1.00 for 
donuts. Meet in The Dwelling 
Place. 
  
Thanks to Jane Ridings and 
Sue Taylor for organizing and 
chaperoning the bowling 
event last weekend. Keep 

your eyes peeled for February 
fellowship activity: Valentine 
retrogressive dinner on 
February 7th.  
  
Senior High Youth Group 
Worship @ 9 A.M. or 11 A.M., 
Fellowship @ 10 A.M. and 
Youth Group @ 12:30 P.M. 
  
Let me know if you have any 
questions or comments.  
Check out the weekly e-mail 
blasts and the church website 
for updates on weekly 
programming. 
Marta@fcucc.org 
H=228-9093; C= 306-4037 

Forgive the “hands-on” pun 

connection to puppetry, but 

Gardner’s List of Multiple 

Intelligences, that is, the 

multiple ways in which we 

learn, was affirmed as a 

Sunday School learning tool at 

the January Faith Formation 

Committee meeting. 

Over a dozen committee 

members were asked to 

reflect on their Sunday school 

experiences. There were 

several common elements in 

their feedback: some recalled 

dressing up as a character or 

making something, many 

recalled the significance of the 

relationships, but most had 

little memory of actual details 

or lessons. 

Gardner would suggest that 

involving body/kinesthetic, 

linguistic, and interpersonal 

interactions in a spatial, 

problem-solving environment 

encompasses a broader set of 

individualized learning needs.  

The primarily linguistic 

methodology of many 

childhood experiences can 

leave many of us with giant 

blanks.  

The Advent Puppet 

Workshops were designed to 

incorporate many avenues of 

experience for a variety of 

learning styles. Sara Doud 

created a simplified script 

from the Bible that was 

repeatedly used throughout 

the 4-week series of the 

Advent Workshops. We are 

indebted to First Methodist 

Church for the loan of their 

set of biblically attired, life-

sized puppets. Gratitude also 

goes to the Christian 

Education Committee and 

over 20 FCC members who 

were recruited to support this 

series of hands-on learning 

activities. 

•The first week, children 

threaded a rosary set of 

beads, on which they drew 

significant images, meaningful 

to them, to help relate the 

characters and sequencing of 

the main events. 

•The second week, they 

watched a Muppet-sized 

puppet performance using the 

same script and then met and 

manipulated each of the 

puppet characters. 

•The third week, they made a 

puppet of their choice from 

the story and could role-play 

the story with peers. 

•The fourth week, they 

worked in pairs, swapping 

roles with nativity finger 

puppets and the script. Then 

they designed their set on 

large pieces of cardboard. 

It is likely our children will be 

able to narrate readily the 

Christmas Story by the time 

they are adults, but my hope 

is that their first or early 

memory will include the fun, 

the social interactions, and 

the pride of making their own 

personal connections with 

Jesus’ birth. My hope is that 

they were encouraged to use 

their imaginations, which 

transcended the printed word. 

As Edward Robinson suggests, 

“Imagination is the essential 

means, humanely speaking, 

by which faith becomes 

possible.” 

“The Advent Puppet 

Workshops were designed 

to incorporate many 

avenues of experience for a 

variety of learning styles.” 

FCC YOUTH 
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Where’s the Monthly Calendar? 
    By Christy Kessler, Office Administrator 

 

   

Footnotes from the Gregg Library 
    By Jeanie Tate, Library Committee Chair 
   

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
    By Julie Jones-Eddy 
   

You may have noticed that 
the one-page monthly 
calendar which has been a 
part of our Communicator for 
a number of years has been 
eliminated from this issue. 
Some of the information in 
the monthly calendar is 
obsolete within a few hours of 

printing. For this reason, and 
as a cost savings, we have left 
it out of this issue. 
 
An up-to-date calendar is 
always on our website at 
www.fcucc.org, Richard 
Grebenstein includes most 
upcoming activities in the 

weekly email blast, and the 
upcoming week’s calendar is 
listed in Sunday’s bulletin.  
  
Please contact Christy at 
Christy@fcucc.org  if you 
would like to offer pros or 
cons regarding the elimination 
of the monthly calendar in all 

future Communicators. 

Have you wondered how 
those shawls are made?  
What makes them different 
from a shawl you might buy 
at the store?  Why are those 
people knitting/crocheting in 
church?  Can you also send a 
prayer along with a shawl?  
Who are these shawls for? 

Recently we have heard from 
some church members who 
aren’t quite sure of the 
answers to these questions.  
The last question is the most 
important – YES – we would 
like all participants in the 
service who are so inclined to 
place their hand(s) on the 
shawls being knitted or 
crocheted near them and give 
it a blessing. The shawl 
makers will welcome your 
unique energies added to the 
shawls they are creating. 

Is there a special way Prayer 
Shawls are made? The basic 
prayer shawl pattern is a 
three-stitch seed pattern. The 

number 3 represents many 
different concepts in our 
world: in Christianity it is the 
Trinity. But it has significant 
meaning in the Hindu, Taoist, 
Buddhist, and Kaballah 
traditions, as well as in many 
other parts of our world (see: 
http://www.shawlministry.co
m/significance_of_three.htm). 

Prayer shawls are also made 
using many other different 
patterns. The FCC Prayer 
Shawl Ministry group 
members work on the shawls 
in many different settings, 
including contemplative ones, 
but always with intentions of 
comfort, love, and healing.  
When the shawl is completed 
it is placed on a table in the 
center of our weekly group 
with the peace candle. We 
add our blessings to these 
shawls and to those in 
progress. Then the completed 
shawls are placed in a basket 
that is on the Chancel during 
the Sunday services so that 

they will receive the prayers, 
music, and blessings of the 
whole church. The shawls 
being made or already 
completed in the basket will 
carry even more blessings to 
the recipients from our 
congregation if you add yours 
as well. 

The shawls are given to 
people who need them. They 
certainly aren’t restricted to 
church members, but include 
anyone you may know who 
needs one because they are 
very ill, are facing a difficult 
time, are bereaved, or for 
other reasons. If you need 
one, or someone you know 
needs one, talk with Jacquie 
Franklin, Teri McCabe, or call 
the church office for help.  
There are pamphlets in the 
Welcome Hall about the 
Prayer Shawl Ministry. And 
you can explore online: 
http://www.shawlministry.com/. 

 

As of the first week in 
January, we have catalogued 
half of the Gregg Library.  
This is good news and bad 
news. It’s good because we 
are getting there, but bad 
because using the library now 
can be a real challenge.  
 
Books have been shifted on 

the shelves and many have 
new call numbers making the 
card catalog all but useless.  
New shelf labels are being 
installed and we are posting 
directions beside the library 
computer on how to look for 
books using the new online 
program. 
 

Once again, the library is 
leaning on Good Richard in 
the office if a library volunteer 
isn’t there to help. The online 
catalog should go public by 
May, and be available through 
the church website. Have 
questions about a book? The 
library’s email is: 
library@fcucc.org. 

 

Jennifer Finn asked the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry if we could 
help her with an idea for one 
of her projects during her 
Semester At Sea post as 
“Spiritual Director” for the 
ship. She wanted to start a 
contemplative knitting/ 
crocheting group to make 
scarves for needy children 
and adults whom her students 
plan to meet as they dock in 
several third world countries.  
We gathered up several bags 
of yarn, needles, and patterns 
for her to take. We also 
hoped some of the craft 
stores in Colorado Springs 
would give her some 
materials. She is counting on 
the college students who 
know how to knit and crochet 
to teach others. Her son 
learned to finger knit in our 
youth group, and he plans to 
teach other children on the 
ship how to make small items 
for children. 

MONTHLY CALENDAR, GREGG LIBRARY, & PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

http://www.fcucc.org/
mailto:Christy@fcucc.org
mailto:library@fcucc.org
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“Writing as a Spiritual Practice” Group 
    By Ceil Malek 
   

 

Second Sunday Singles 
    By Angie Adams 
   

How about joining the 
Second Sunday Singles as 
a fun way to celebrate 
Valentine's evening! 
 
SSSingles was created by 
First Congregational 
Church for single men and 
women ages 50 to 70. 
Come for a great evening 
with a terrific group of 
people and some fun 
entertainment. Your single 
friends are welcome, too! 
 

When: Sunday, Feb. 14th, 
2010 - 6:00 P.M. 
 
Where: First 
Congregational Church 
Library 
 
What: Pot Luck---so try 
your hand at something 
new, bring a great stand-
by dish, or stop by the 
deli. Adult beverages and 
others will be provided. 
 
 

February creators: 
Mary Hope 
Dennis Kleinsasser 
Angie Adams 
 

Please let us know if we 
can plan on you. RSVP to:  
amadams1@mindspring.com. 
 

On Illumination 

      So dark, so cold at 
5:59 A.M., waiting for the 
always startling, prickly, 
even bizarre, buzz of the 
alarm clock. Then cold 
squares of tile, the 
pleasant drip of coffee as 
it trickles through the 
filter. Next a few precious 
minutes to read before 
showering, ramping onto 
I-25. There’s that blind 
spot that nearly caused 
me to sideswipe an 
oncoming truck. Easing off 
at Uintah to find 
granddaughters fully 
awake as their parents 
head out the door. 

      At noon, a pale glow 
filters through the stained 
panes, purple and golden 
with beads dripping with 
diamonds blue. The day 
has shrugged off its jacket 
despite its lining of 
mountains, peaked with 
white. Whether I’m fully 
awake or not, the Spirit is 
and like the Peak is not 
encumbered by a jacket.  

Bare-armed, it embraces 
me and moves me to 
freedom, to myself.       – 
Lois Matthews    

Join the writing as a 
spiritual practice group 
starting its second year 
this month. Bring a 
notebook for writing every 
other Monday, beginning 
Jan. 25 from noon until 1 

P.M. in the chapel. The 
group is not about writing 
instruction; rather it is 
about honing receptivity, 
attunement, attention, and 
pleasure as spiritual 
practices that can be 
captured in language.  

This spring we will move in 
new direction, using 
Barbara Brown Taylor’s 
book, An Altar in the 
World: A Geography of 
Faith to inform our 
approach. In brief writing 
practices, we’ll explore our 
ordinary, everyday lives 
full of images, dreams, 
thoughts, memories, 
experiences, people, and 
places. As Taylor says, 

development of our 
spiritual lives “depends on 
ignoring the distinctions 
between the secular and 
the sacred…becoming 
more fully human, trusting 
that there is no way to 
God apart from real life in 
the real world." 

A simple notebook can be 
considered a sanctuary, a 

space all your own, where 
you can consider your life 
and your experiences. This 
group is not about writing 
with the focus on correct 
grammar, a compelling 
narrative arc, or about 
publishing your 
text. Different learning 
styles will be respected: 
Some writers may respond 
to a brief prompt while 
others may appreciate 
fuller preparation. 

For further information, 
email Ceil Malek at 
c.malek@att.net, who 
teaches writing at UCCS 
and has written as a 
spiritual practice for more 
than twenty years. 

“A simple notebook can be 

considered a sanctuary, a 

space all your own.” 

WRITING GROUP & SECOND SUNDAY SINGLES 
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Congregational Life 
    By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor 

 

   

 

Whole Earth 
    By Erik Henriksen, Whole Earth Committee 
   

THANK YOU toé Rev. Lyn 
Boudreau, our guest 
preacher 1/03/2010; Kiara 
Nath, Lillian Dashiell-
Mooney, Rick Purinton for 
their service as Sunday 
liturgists; Christmas Eve 
liturgists: Amelia Kemp & 
Isaac Laffely (4:00), Jon 
Vigne & Virginia Lee 
(6:00); Ceil Malek & David 
Rasmussen (11:00); 
Sanctuary Arts 
Committee, Liz Arnold, 
Denise Ellsworth & Connie 
Raub for decorating the 
Chancel with poinsettias, and 
for their work in making the 
sanctuary beautiful during the 
Christmas season; Ordained 
clergy members, Rev. James 
White, Rev. Darlene Avery, 
Rev. Diane Martin, Rev. 
Jerry Jordon who helped the 
pastoral staff deliver 
Christmas communion to 15 
shut-in members of our 
church family; Nancy Forgy, 
the Mystery Tradition 
Committee and all the 
volunteers for the 98th annual 
Mystery Pageant; Patty Lee, 
Ann Skinner and many 
others for Tuesday Taizé 
services during Advent; Janis 
Hahn, Peggy Weissman for 
delivering poinsettias to shut-
ins; Jon Woodhams, 
Beverly Ridings for leading 
carol singing during 
Fellowship Hour; Peggy & 
Mel Weissman for the 
Russian ornament youth 
fundraiser; Phyllis White for 
coordinating the Adopt-a-
Family program with helpers 

Janis Hahn & Jeanie Tate; 
Ann Howard for coordinating 
the SCAP gift program; 
Phyllis White and the Flute 
Choir for musical offering; 
Sara Doud & her puppet-
making elves: Sue 
Prendinger, Becky Weiss, 
Karl Mason, Lynn Liggett, 
Samantha Garrett, Peggy 
Lovelace and Molly 
Garrison; to First 
Methodist Church, for 
loaning us a community of 
Muppet Puppets; Casey 
Tencick, Sue Scott, Alysa 
Webb, Mike & Barb 
McAdams for their 
puppeteering skills; Jean 
Archer, Robert Escobar, 
Jonathon Thompson, 
Christy Garrison & Jill 
Cameron for assisting with 
the finger/hand puppet 
session-the finale of the 
Advent Sunday School 
series; Dolores Green, Dolly 
Eager, Chris Martell, Bob 
Tippy, Rhonda 
Cordonnnier, Evelyn 
Howard, Karol & Ben 
Finch, Janice Simonton for 
serving 95 meals at the Acacia 
house in severe weather; 
Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (IHN) coordinators 
and volunteers who fed and 
hosted families Jan. 3-10.  
   
CONDOLENCES to… the 
family and friends of Joe 
Henjum, who died 
01/01/2010, memorial service 
was held on 01/21/2010 with 
the reception at First United 
Methodist; Dick Ducommun 

whose brother, Paul 
Ducommun, died of cancer 
12/16/09; Dave Babin, 
whose brother, Tony Babin, 
was remembered at a 
ceremony at the Fine Arts 
Center 12/16/09.  
   
PRAYERS for… Truman 
Fox who had the 
flu; Victoria Hansen who 
had surgery; Susan Holman 
who had knee surgery; Ben 
Young who had back 
surgery, and Lynn Young his 
caregiver; Sam McCullough 
with health concerns, and 
Nance McCullough his 
caregiver; families missing a 
loved one due to loss, 
deployment, or distance away 
from home;  all suffering with 
winter colds and flu; couples 
working through relational 
difficulties; changes and 
stress in families due to loss, 
divorce, illness, 
unemployment; those 
suffering from lack of income; 
and those caring for a loved 
one.  
   
CONGRATULATIONS toé 
Bruce & Teresa Latimer 
who 10 years ago on Dec. 
27th received their son, Evan; 
Phyllis White and Bruce 
Warren, Mary and Joseph in 
the 2009 Mystery Pageant. 

Do you want to live a greener, 
more sustainable life? Do you 
want to educate and assist 
our congregation in becoming 
more sustainable? Maybe you 
have some sustainability ideas 
that you would like to share. 
Come offer your ideas for 
refocusing the Whole Earth 
Committee in 2010. Our 

theme this year is “think 
globally, act locally.” We know 
that the roots of sustainable 
thinking and action must start 
at the local level.  

Join us for a brainstorming 
session and see how you can 
get involved. Meet in the 
library on February 21st at 
noon. Bring some food to 

share and ideas to present. If 
you cannot attend the 
meeting, send your ideas to 
Brian Kerrigan at 
bkerr02@aol.com or Erik 
Henriksen at 
erik.r.henriksen@gmail.com.  

We hope to see you there. 

 
 

“Congratulations to 

Phyllis White &  

Bruce Warren,  

Mary & Joseph in the 

2009 Mystery 

Pageant.” 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & WHOLE EARTH 

 

 
“Think globally, 

 
Act locally.” 

mailto:bkerr02@aol.com
mailto:erik.r.henriksen@gmail.com
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The 2010 James Wilden White Lecture 
    By Joe Pickle, JWW Lectureship Committee 
   

Contemplative Prayer Beads Workshop 
    By Karin Henriksen, Spiritual Formation Committee 
   

Learn to make your 

own prayer rosary with 
Chelley Gardner-Smith.  
 
Using the beads, we 
deepen our faith as we 
pray for ourselves, 
members of our 
community, the world, and 
our families. We'll also use 

beads to pray The Lord's 

Prayer, scripture, or a 
psalm. The possibilities are 
endless... and very 
personal. Sponsored by 
the Spiritual Formation 
Committee. 
  
Saturday, February 13, 10-
11:30 A.M. in the church 

library. Please bring $10 to 

cover the cost of the 
beads. 
 
For more information, 
contact Karin Henriksen: 
Karin.j.henriksen@gmail.com. 

THE 2010 JAMES WILDEN 
WHITE LECTURE 

APRIL 23rd-25th, 2010  

Loving God and Loving 
Neighbor in the Mystical 

Tradition  

Bernard and Patricia 
McGinn  

 "You shall love the Lord 
your God with your whole 
heart and your whole soul 
and your whole mind,… 
and you shall love your 
neighbor like yourself" 
(Deut. 6:5; Mt. 22:36-40). 
This biblical injunction is at 
the center of the teaching 
of both the Old and the 
New Testaments. But what 
does it mean to love God? 
What forms of love can be 
directed to the supreme 

being whom we cannot 
see? And how are we to 
express our love for our 
neighbor? How are love of 
God, love of self, and love 
of neighbor related? These 
and similar issues have 

been discussed by 
believers over the 
centuries, not least by the 
mystics, that is, those who 
have been seen as 
enjoying a special form of 
direct contact with God.  

Friday, April 23 
7:30 P.M. 

The James Wilden White 
Lecture 

by Professor McGinn 

Love: Active, 
Contemplative, Essential. 
Insights from the Mystics 

Armstrong Hall,  
Colorado College  

******** 

Saturday, April 24 

Workshops by Bernard and 
Patricia McGinn   

Morning Session: Modes of 
Loving God among the 

Mystics 

1. Erotic and Marital Love 

2. Love of Friendship 

3. Transcendent Love and 
Knowledge  

Afternoon Session: Love of 
God and Love of Neighbor 

Contemplation and Action  

Bernard McGinn’s 
distinctive gift is the ability 
to clearly and persuasively 
present the teaching of the 
mystics of the Christian 
tradition. His scholarly 
work grows out of deep, 
wide-ranging, engaged 
study of mystical texts. His 
many translations, 
editions, and 
commentaries of these 
works have been 
invaluable to scholars and 
interested readers for 
decades. He helps many to 
understand and delight in 
what the mystics have to 
share with us. 
 

Loving God and 

Loving Neighbor 

in the Mystical Tradition 

JAMES WILDEN WHITE LECTURE 2010: BERNARD & PATRICIA MCGINN 
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP CALENDAR & BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 

BIRTHDAYS 
2/1 Elaine Curtis 
2/2 Kris Doerffel 
2/2 Christi Goodwin 
2/3 Terri Akse 
2/3 Sally Douglass 
2/4 Pete Hokanson 
2/5 Seth Buck 
2/5 Jennifer Malenky 
2/6 Thom Andreas 
2/6 Nancy Law 
2/7 Jill Cameron 
2/7 Kristin Stanec 
2/8 Conrey Morris 
2/8 Kathy Sparnins 
2/8 Louise Spear 
2/8 Cheryl Stauffer 
2/9 Judy Kort 
2/9 Anna Lepore 
2/10 Marika Bower 
2/10 Noah Broussard 
2/10 Luke Cammack 
2/10 Ellie Coriell 
2/11 Trey Austin 
2/11 Marilyn Bearden 
2/11 Diane Benning 
2/11 Gavin Downs 
2/11 Britta Sloan 
2/12 Mike Bonfiglio 
2/12 Troy Brown 
2/12 Megan Buck 
2/12 Starla Cobb 
2/13 Eli Fricke 
2/13 Barbara McAdams 
2/13 Deborah Saxon 
2/13 Susan Taylor 
2/14 Jim McCreary 
2/14 Dina Wood 
2/15 Alyssa Coriell 
2/15 Nina Fioriti Butts 
2/15 Linda Mansfield 
2/16 Randy Goodwin 
2/16 Betty Platts 
2/16 Winter Rumans 
2/17 Kaylan Bearden 
2/17 Kaya Ericson Matson 
2/17 Ralph Hall 
2/17 Andy Laffely 
2/17 Ester Seright 
2/17 Thadeus Weiss 
2/18 Rachel Fox 
2/18 Janet Gould 
2/18 Paul King 
2/18 Rudi Niemiec 
2/20 Julie Jones-Eddy 
2/21 Kayla Adams 
2/21 Julian Hathaway 
2/22 Liz Arnold 
2/23 Philip Beltracchi 
2/23 Pamela Freeman 
2/23 Benjamin Harris 
2/23 Lakoda Hoffman 
2/23 Kaylyn Sievert 
2/24 Bob Tippy 
2/25 Anne Broughton 

 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
2/25 Keith Carter 
2/25 Hannah Hokanson 
2/25 Frances Tippy 
2/25 Sylvia Wesche 
2/27 Gabrielle Hyatt 
2/27 Michael Parrinella 
2/28 Joana Bean 
2/28 Dan Kay 
2/29 Abby Brown 
 
2/1 Christine & Richard Hall 
2/1 Elaine Horton & Jon Bregman 
2/2 Kelly & Erik Martin 
2/3 Jon Woodhams & Morris 
2/4 Beverly & Oscar Ridings 
2/6 Linda & John Boles 
2/6 Christine & Joel Simmons 
2/11 Jennifer Malenky & Kim Polomka 
2/14 Donna & Don Drake 
2/21 Jenny & Andy Finn 

 

FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
Sunday services 

9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M. 

February 7 – Women’s Sunday 
On this day that begins UCC Women’s 
Week, Holy Communion is celebrated at 
both services as Joyful Noise Choir offers 
music at the 9:00 service and the Chancel 
Choir at the 11:00. Participants at the 
November Women’s Retreat lead a 
service created around the theme of 
Sophia, God’s active wisdom.  

February 14 – Transfiguration/    
Evolution Sunday 
We celebrate a baptism on this day that 
also happens to be Valentine’s Day. Rev. 
Broadbent preaches a sermon on the 
Transfiguration text (Luke 9:28-36). In 
seeing Jesus differently, we also see the 
world differently and are able to absorb 
new truths, like evolution.  

February 16 – Shrove Tuesday  
Pancake Supper 
Following the supper, branches from last 
year’s Palm Sunday and prayer scrolls 
from the Advent tree will be burned for 
use the next day. Children will venture 
into the church’s basement to bury the 
Alleluia banner, vowing not to say the “A-
word” during Lent.  

February 17 – Ash Wednesday 
The season of Lent begins today with a 
Chapel service at noon and a Taizé 
service of prayer at 7:00 P.M. Imposition 
of ashes will be offered at both.  

February 21 – 1st Sunday in Lent 
We begin a series of services based on 
Early Christian Mystics. Today we are 
guided by Origen, born in Alexandria in 
180 CE. The Flute Choir plays at both 
services and we enjoy a sung refrain by 
another mystic, Hildegard of Bingen.  

February 25 – Taizé Service of Prayer 
Beginning today, a weekly service will 
happen during Lent at 7:00 P.M. on 
Thursdays.  

February 28 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
We continue our series on the early 
Christian mystics with guidance from 
Evagrius Ponticus, a one-time archdeacon 
who became known for his life of prayer 
and heroic ascetical practices. The 
Handbell Choir plays at both services.  

February 2010 
S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       

 

March 2010 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

IN THIS ISSUEé 
Lent: Learning from Christian Mystics 
Adult Forum Schedule 
Advent Puppet Workshops 
Youth Group News 
Footnotes from the Gregg Library 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Writing as a Spiritual Practice Group 
Second Sunday Singles 
Congregational Life 
2010 James W. White Lecture 
February Worship Calendar 
February Birthdays & Anniversaries 
And more!... 
 

COMING NEXT MONTHé 
Mystics John Cassian, Gregory the 
Great, William of St. Thierry, 
Augustine; More music from 
Hildegard of Bingen; Bach’s 325th 
birthday; more weekly Taizé 
services; Palm/Passion Sunday 

INFORM & INSPIRE 
The Communicator invites articles, 
notices, and letters relevant to the 
life of our congregation. Submissions 
may be edited for length, clarity, and 
correctness. Opinions expressed by 
writers do not necessarily reflect 
official FCC policy. For the next 
installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, February 
12th, 2010. Article submissions 
should be 500 words or less. Please 
use Times New Roman 12-point font 
and left-justify your submission. 
Suggest a title for your article and 
include the author’s information 

(name, church role, and additional 
contact information). If at all 
possible, please include your article 
already typed up as a Word 
attachment in your e-mail message 
to janedwarren@gmail.com.  
 

 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 

UCC IS AN òOPEN AND 

AFFIRMINGó 
CONGREGATION.   WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE,  

RACE,  MARITAL STATUS,  

SEXUAL ORIENTATION,  

GENDER EXPRESSION,  

MEANS,  ABILITY,  AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 

JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 

THROUGH CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP,  DEDICATION TO 

EDUCATION,  AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE.  

 

IN THIS ISSUE & COMING NEXT MONTH 


