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WHY STAND FOR THE BIBLE? 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
 

A strange phenomenon has been observed in liturgy at First Congregational 
Church since Rally Day, September 16.  The congregation has been asked to stand 
for the reading of the Gospel. As your pastor and as prodder of this pernicious or 
provocative practice (depending upon your particular perspective), I offer some 
observations: 

• According to feedback I’ve received, some congregants like it and some 
don’t.  Most haven’t given feedback to me. 

• Some describe it as “high church” liturgy, referring to formal worship 
typical in Catholic, Episcopal, and some Lutheran and Methodist 
churches.  Standing for the gospel is also practiced in certain “low 
church” liturgies, including United Church of Christ congregations. 

• Some who like it say it reminds them of liturgy they’ve known in the 
past. 

• Some who don’t like it say it gives undo and overly-formal respect to a 
particular text, which feels inappropriate given our church’s informal 
feel and respect for multiple texts, including those of other faiths. 

• One person said that it was jarring for them to stand at that point in the 
service, just as they were deepening down to prepare for the sermon. 

• Someone suggested we stand also for readings from the Old Testament. 
 
Further reflections: 

• Given that our theme for the program year, anticipating the lectures of 
Walter Brueggemann, is Claim and Proclaim the Biblical Text, standing 
for the reading of scripture is a way of setting apart this time of 
preparation.  In May, we will receive one of the foremost authorities on 
the biblical text (who also happens to be UCC) and standing marks an 
intention to prepare ourselves for this event. 

• The practice is intended to be a temporary exercise, stretching until 
Brueggemann’s visit. 

• The practice is not out of keeping with our liturgical tradition which, 
while highly experimental, is also quite formal. 

• Standing engages the body in a particular way.  It symbolizes and enacts 
the need to engage our spiritual texts with our whole bodies, not just our 
minds.  It is a kinesthetic addition to a normally heady activity. 

• It’s different and new.  I think a value of our church is to try new things. 
• In my estimation, the ambivalence toward standing for the reading of 

scripture mirrors our ambivalence toward the text for which we are 
standing.  The text, our liturgy, and the God toward which these point do 
not fear ambivalence nor ambiguity.  Indeed, invited or not, they wade 
into the muck of our lives, roll up their sleeves and dig right in.  We have 
been mistaken that respecting the text means passive reverence rather 
than engaged relationship. 

• Personally, I’m ambivalent about it, but I think it’s worth experimenting.  
What happens when we try something new and try it for awhile? 
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God  
is still 

speaking, Rev. Broadbent will be using Continuing Education time and funds to go on an 

educational tour of the Holy Land – February 12-24, 2008. 
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20 East Saint Vrain Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 

80903 
(719) 635-3549 phone 

(719) 633-4715 fax 
e-mail:   office@fcucc.org 

Office Hours: 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. M-F 
Website:  www.fcucc.org 

 

To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, February 15th, 2008. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and 
include your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 
CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
GENDER EXPRESSION, 
MEANS, ABILITY, AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 

JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 

THROUGH CHRISTIAN 
WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO 

EDUCATION, AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. 
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N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

POOPED OUT PARENTS 
Join other Pooped-Out Parents 
at the home of Tamara Bartlett 
and Mary Tatum, 808 Prospect 
Place, Manitou Springs, 
Saturday, February 2 at 6:00 
p.m., as we gather to relax, eat 
and converse.  Please call 685-
1348 or 233-0086 for more 
information.  To be placed on 
the POPs e-mail distribution list, 
please e-mail 
janeridings@hotmail.com. 

 

 
******** 

 

Taizé 
 

******** 

 
Weekly Lent Taizé Worship 

 
Starting on Ash Wednesday, 

February 6, 2008 
 

Continuing on Thursdays in Lent 
February 14 
February 21 
February 28 
March 6 
March 13 

 
Ending on Maundy Thursday, 

March 20, 2008 
 

7:00 p.m. 
 

First Congregational 
Church Sanctuary 

 
******** 

 
All is prayer in a Taizé Service. 
 
Music…Reading…Silence. 
 
A safe, sacred space… 
 
A time to be enfolded in God’s 
Love… 
 
A time to be blessed and 
healed… 
 
All are welcome… 
 
Please come. 
 

******** 
 

For further information, please 
contact the church office, 635-
3549, or Ann Skinner, Taizé 
Worship Leader, 548-4932.  You 
can also read more about Taizé 
services on Page 5. 

GREGG LIBRARY 
Footnotes from the Gregg 
Library… 
 
Change is coming – we are 
weeding the old to make room 
for the new in our church library 
thanks to the help of Kathy 
Beck, Ben Broadbent, Jerry 
Jordan, Joe Pickle, Jim White, 
and a dedicated library 
committee.  We’re always 
looking for a few more bookies 
to work with us.  Call Jeanie 
Tate – 475-9075- for 

information. 

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE 
We will have our meeting on 
Feb. 6th, 1:00 p.m. in the 
Founders’ Room.  Hostesses will 
be Gayle Jordan & Janice 
Simonton.  Devotions will be 
presented by Miriam Giese.  A 
program of recorder music is 
planned by Jeannine Bramwell.  
Guests are welcome to come & 

enjoy the afternoon with us.  

Our ministry … 
 
Extravagant 

WWelcome, 
 

Openness to 

WWonder, 
 

Positive & 
proactive 

WWitness to the 

possibility of a 
just world. 
 
Welcome, Wonder, Witness 
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A WAY TO EXPRESS YOUR 
FAITH! 
By Sue Scott 

Have you ever been caught off 
guard by the pure honesty and 
insight of our youth’s responses to 
the questions posed to them during 
the Children’s Message?  

If you have, you’d love teaching 
Sunday School and we need your 
help.  The spiritual development of 
the children and youth in this church 
holds awe-inspiring potential for you 
as an adult.  The questions they ask 
and the way their peers answer 
them can stop your clock.  In other 
words, teaching Sunday School 
offers teachers as much benefit as 
Sunday School provides for youth. 

The church provides an 
established curriculum.  The church 
also provides training in how to 
teach.  The age groups range from 
Pre-school to 8th grade and teachers 
choose the grade levels they wish to 
teach.  

The commitment is to teach 
eight to nine weeks during one 
service.  The first Sunday of each 
month is Children’s worship.  On 
these Sundays, Karin Henriksen, 
Denise Ellsworth, and a dedicated 
group of Grandpas offer Pre-school 
to 1st graders an opportunity to 
retell biblical stories with miniature 
characters.  On these Sundays, you 
have the option of attending either 
service. 

Classes are always taught by two 
teachers, which provides adults the 
opportunity to work with someone 
they know or someone they will get 
to know.  Teachers are “risk 
reduced,” given training in avoiding 
risky situations by always having 
another adult working with them.  A 
new church policy also requires a 
background check on everyone who 
works with our youth and one must 
be a member for a year before 
teaching Sunday School.  

This opportunity is open for 
members that want to work with 
children.  It is also an opportunity to 
widen your acquaintances with 
other members. 

DANCING MY HEART 
By Annetter Fetler, CommuniDancer  

Around a year ago my longtime friend Nancy told me about this 
amazing opportunity to dance on Saturday mornings.  I had slacked off my 
exercise regime due to chronic pain and just being plain burned out from 
doing everything that physical therapists and doctors had told me I needed 
to do.  I was hooked from the very first time I came.  The dancing helped 
me remember what it felt like to be out of pain.  I loved dancing in my 
teens but really hadn't had many opportunities since then to move my body 
and join in with others. Being able to move in harmony with others and 
have others move with me helps me remember that moving my body can 
bring joy instead of pain.  

The various types of music played always encourage me to a more 
creative physical expression of spirit and feeling.  I recently came across a 
quote by Joy Harjoy, a poet I admire, which sums up the need, both 
community and personal, for this type of expression: "Without poetry, 
without song, without dance, I would not be alive. Nor would any of us.  
We come from root cultures in which song, poetry, stories, art was 
something that belonged to all of us. They were not spectator sports as 
they are mostly in this overculture.  Everyone sang, everyone danced, and 
made art.  It was integral to being human. Now it seems reserved for the 
elite, for those who can afford the time. We need expression to feel 
connected, not just to our communities, but to whom we are deep down, 
past the eyes and the gullet, to the heart and the incredible depth past it." 

My thanks again to all those who work to create the space for this most 
important connecting that helps me reach deep down past my pain and 
frustration to rediscover, as Joy Harjoy says, "my heart and the incredible 
depth past it." 
 
Important Note Concerning Donations: 

Any donations to Communidance, a ministry of First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, are tax deductible.  If you are in a position to 
take advantage of this deduction you may want to consider writing a check 
to First Congregational Church, noting "Communidance" on the memo line.  
The church office will then keep track of these gifts and provide you with 
a year-end statement of giving.  For your convenience, and to ease the 
recordkeeping burden on church staff, you may want to make a donation 
monthly, quarterly or as an annual lump sum donation.  Direct deposit is 
also available. Thank you, each and every one of you, for your support of 
CommuniDance. It would not be what it is without you, CommuniDancers. 
 
CommuniDance, Saturdays, 9 to 10 a.m., First Congregational Church, 
childcare provided. The third Saturday is open to children of all ages, with 
live drumming that morning! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  T E A C H I N G  &  C O M M U N I D A N C E  
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A QUESTION WAS ASKED 
 

When less than a dozen 
people were asked why they 
liked to attend our Taizé 
services, which are patterned 
after the daily services in the 
Community of Taizé in Taizé, 
France, these responses were 
received:  

“No form of worship speaks 
to me more clearly than does the 
sacramental stillness of a Taizé 
service.”   Gary Bailey 

“Taizé worship makes me 
still enough to feel the center of 
my soul, the place that flows 
into God without any boundary.”  
Polly Strovink 

“Taizé worship is a call to 
return to the center.”   Wil 
Green 

“Taizé worship brings me 
back to holding God closely in a 
deep, intimate time of worship 
that is free of the knowledge of 
others or questions in my own 
mind of what is the “right” thing 
to be doing in the service itself.  
It just seems to strip off the 
service and focus on the worship.  
I feel centered, aware, calm and 
open to God’s voice during and 
after the Taizé service.”  Julie 
Kiley 

“I feel God’s still small voice 
can be heard in my silent 
reflections and the beauty of the 
service.”  Cindy Donovan 

“Taizé’s moments of silence 
give me time to stop, breathe, 
rest, and remove myself from 
everyday worries by being in 
God’s spiritual presence 

sometimes without words or thoughts.”  Ann Howard 
“I deeply feel the presence of God in a Taizé service.”  Richard 

Grebenstein 
“The music of Taizé reaches the center of my soul, and I know I 

am enfolded in God’s Love.  The beauty of the candles on the 
chancel, the readings, and the silences along with the music always 
provide a feast for my soul.  I receive gifts of deep peace, abundant 
love, and joy I cannot describe.”   Ann Skinner 

Paul Carpenter wrote the following while listening to the 
gathering music of a Taizé service.   

        
                      Taizé quiet bathes me. 
                        Taizé quiet balms me. 
                Quiet fits First Congregational Church, 
                as Sunday service rowdiness does not. 
                        Smile with candles, 
                        Embrace the shadows. 
                Once I heard the breaking bread crackle before  
                       the crumbles fell. 
                Brian’s deep bass rumbles an echo of God’s  
                        beating heart. 
               My heart beat vibrates too, and we are One. 
 

Taizé worship at First Congregational is contemplative worship 
held in a sacred space where people can be in prayer with each 
other in God’s presence.  A Taizé service always includes the 
following three elements:   

Readings:  Brother Roger, the founder of the Taizé community in 
the 1940’s, recommended simple readings for Taizé services so “the 
mystery of God is not smothered by too many words.” 

Taizé chants/songs:  The simple songs of Taizé are sung several 
times.  Repetition and Simplicity allow the song to become prayer 
and lead us into a deeper level of Contemplation. 

Silence:  Taizé offers us space to sit in silence to be who we 
really are in God’s presence. 

If you have never experienced worship in the tradition of the 
Taizé Community please join us for a service in the near future.  
During Lent there will be a weekly Taizé service.  Try it, and you 
may agree with some of the responses you read when people were 
asked why they liked to attend Taizé worship. 

For additional information contact Ann Skinner at 548-4932 
FCUCC website….www.fcucc.org 
Taizé Community….www.taize.fr 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T A I Z E   S E R V I C E S 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 
By Jacque Franklin 

FCC member Sheryl Cline 
Matthews is attending Stephen 
Leadership Training in Portland, 
Oregon on January 27-February 3.  
The purpose of the Leader’s 
Training Course is to equip 
representatives of our congregation 
with the knowledge, skills, vision, 
tools, and enthusiasm they need to 
strengthen Stephen Ministry in our 
congregation. 

The Leader’s Training Course 
allows the trainees to experience 
personal, professional, and spiritual 
growth. It prepares them to come 
home and join the Stephen Ministry 
Leadership Team in creating a 
caring and loving community at First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ. 

The Stephen Ministry goals for 
2008: 

• Send two new people for 
leadership training.  

• Commission our first class 
of Stephen Ministers.   

• Pair our Stephen Ministers 
up with appropriate care 
receivers in our 
congregation.   

• Begin supervision with 
commissioned Stephen 
Ministers 

• Continue informing the 
congregation of our efforts 
and progress 

• Recruit new Stephen 
Ministers for a course 
beginning this Fall 

• Begin a new Stephen 
Ministry course this Fall 

Meanwhile our Stephen Ministers 
are completing their classes. Kathy 
Sparnins is the upcoming guest 
speaker on grief issues.  On February 
9th our Stephen Ministers spend a 
day long retreat learning about 
Mental Health Professionals and 
other community resources and 
Stephen Minister’s role in dealing 
with depression and suicidal 
persons.  They are looking forward 
to completing classes around March 

13th with the commissioning service to be determined.   
This has been a successful beginning to our Stephen Ministry program. 

We look forward to implementing this program with the same success.  
Thanks for all the congregation’s support and prayers. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
By Jacque Franklin 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE… Prayers for and thanks to Sheryl 
Matthews Cline as she attends Stephen Leadership Training, Jan. 27 – Feb. 
3, in Portland, Oregon.   

THANK YOU to… Ann Rule for assisting Frank Shelton with the 
Children’s Choir, Ruth Roland for piano accompaniment, and all the 
parents who, week after week, bring their children and volunteer to help; 
Eric Ridings and Luke Walker for shoveling snow off the church sidewalks 
on Sunday; the faithful volunteers who helped serve at the Acacia Dinner: 
Harold & Karen Miskel, Ken & June Hallenbeck, Kathy & Burl Kreps, 
June Haven, Dolly Eager, & Janice Simonton; Brian Hofflander, Tom 
Francis, & Jim Goosman for audio support during the holiday worship;  
those who made Christmas Eve services beautiful – ushers, greeters, 
chancel stewards, musicians, liturgists & lay readers; facility maintenance 
- Bob Scheafer, Randy Goodwin; childcare workers – Elizabeth Ash, 
Charlotte Ady, Ann Howard & Ellie Coriell; John & Deb Saxon and Lisa & 
John Vincent-Morrison for hosting the Labyrinth on New Year’s Eve; Pat 
Shipp and all who delivered poinsettias for Christmas; to all the volunteers 
who provided Taizé Services during 2007; Phyllis White of MG&O gift 
giving, and Adopt-A-Family & her helpers Mary Hope, Margery Layton, 
Kathy & Burl Kreps, Becky Parrinella, and all who gave gifts. 

PRAYERS FOR… Evan Turner (8 wk old) grandson of Elizabeth Ash; 
Missy Marten – severe headaches (daughter of Susie and Brad); Sue 
Prendinger - healing after her knee replacement;  Brent Morris (Natalie) 
as he is deployed to Afghanistan to develop curriculum for their Military 
Academy; Frederick Morris, health concerns; Dr. Mark Polhemus, Beth, 
and four young sons; prayers for safety, peace of mind, and quick 
resolution of the problem in Kenya; friends of Chris Hall and family; Ulrich 
Wesche (Sylvia) recovering from hip surgery; Dorothy Krimm, successful 
hip surgery; New Life Church community and family & friends of the 
shooting victims; Juanita Palmer, recovering from surgery; Allia, age 2, 
granddaughter of Lynn Gantz, surgery on 12/18; Sandy King and family in 
loss of son-in-law.  

CONDOLENCES to… Frederick Morris whose friend Mike of W. Va. died 
12/31; family and friends of Daphne Weidler (Aunt of Richard 
Grebenstein) who died 12/26/07; family and friends of Rev. Rick Lydden, 
friend of Chris Pickett, hospitalized in critical condition; Kenn Lott, 
member, who passed away January 18, 2008; Kathy White’s mother, 
Lenita O’Neill, who passed away January 21, 2008. 

SERVING IN THE MILITARY… Brent Morris, John Fant, Brenda Bonk, 
Lance Tressler, Frederick Morris, Rebecca Snell, Justin Niemiec, 
Michael McClure, Thomas Robbins, Justin Grebenstein, Andrew 
Carpenter, & Mike Franz. Our prayers of gratitude and safety surround 
them. 

CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Pastor of Visitation, at 635-3549, ext 
206, or jacque@fcucc.org. 

 
 

S T E P H E N  M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E  &  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E 
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February Birthdays 
2/1 Elaine Curtis 

2/2 Kris Doerffel 

2/2 Christi Goodwin 

2/3 Terri Akse 

2/3 Sally Douglass 

2/4 Pete Hokanson 

2/6 Thomas Andreas 

2/7 Kristin Stanec 

2/8 Conrey Morris 

2/8 Kathy Sparnins 

2/8 Louise Spear 

2/8 Cheryl Stauffer 

2/9 Anna Lepore 

2/10 Luke Cammack 

2/10 Ellie Coriell 

2/10 Jennifer Mertz 

2/11 Marilyn Bearden 

2/11 Dianne Benning 

2/11 Gavin Downs 

2/11 Britta Sloan 

2/12 Starla Cobb 

2/13 Eli Fricke 

2/13 Joe Henjum 

2/13 Barbara McAdams 

2/13 Deborah Saxon 

2/13 Susan Taylor 

2/14 Jim McCreary 

2/14 Dina Wood 

2/15 Alyssa Coriell 

2/15 Evan Dyches 

2/15 Linda Mansfield 

2/15 Bill Stoner 

2/16 Randy Goodwin 

2/16 Betty Platts 

2/16 Winter Rumans 

2/17 Kaylan Bearden 

2/17 Kaya Ericson Matson 

2/17 Ralph Hall 

2/17 Ester Seright 

2/17 Thadeus Weiss 

2/18 Rachel Fox 

2/18 Janet Gould 

2/18 Paul King 

2/18 Rudi Niemiec 
 

Birthdays (Continued) 
2/20 Beth Barrett 

2/20 Richard Discenza 

2/20 Julie Jones-Eddy 

2/21 Julian Hathaway 

2/21 Sarah Marr 

2/22 Liz Arnold 

2/22 Kaya Ashley 

2/23 Philip Beltracchi 

2/23 Mia Biggs 

2/23 Pamela Freeman 

2/23 Benjamin Harris 

2/23 Lakoda Hoffman 

2/23 Kaylyn Sievert 

2/24 Pat Cross 

2/24 Bob Tippy 

2/25 Anne Broughton 

2/25 Keith Carter 

2/25 Hannah Hokanson 

2/25 Frances Tippy 

2/25 Sylvia Wesche 

2/27 Gabrielle Hyatt 

2/27 Michael Parrinella 

2/28 Joanna Bean 

2/28 Jesse Fowler 

2/28 Dan Kay 

2/29 Abby Brown 

  

  
 

   

February Anniversaries 
2/1 Christine & Richard Hall 

2/1 Elaine Horton & Jonathan Bregman 

2/3 Frederick Morris & Jon Woodhams 

2/4 Beverly & Oscar Ridings 

2/6 Linda & John Boles 

2/7 Nancy & Al Forgy 

2/14 Andrea & Mike Leak 

2/15 LaRae & Mitchell Wade 

2/17 Matthew Jones & Chris Shears 

2/21 Jenny & Andy Finn 
 

F E B R U A R Y  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S      

 



8 

 

February Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
Theme for Lent: “(Re)claiming our Spiritual Roots” 

Each Sunday in Lent, we concentrate on a different “practice” rooted in Christian tradition.  These are drawn from a 
book called Christianity for the Rest of Us by Diana Butler-Bass, who describes how dynamic mainline churches like 
ours are reinventing what it means to be faithful by mining the tradition for abiding and life-giving practices. Instead 
of purple, the seven weeks in Lent will be marked by the colors of the rainbow – Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, 
Indigo, and Violet. 

February 3 – Women’s Sunday 
Today’s service is planned and led by women in the 
church. Their focus is on the story of Eve and Adam, the 
so-called “fall,” and the largely-ignored meanings in the 
text for women and men.  Lyn Boudreau provides music 
and Frank Shelton directs the Children’s Choir.  
Communion is celebrated at both services. 

February 6 – Ash Wednesday 
The season of Lent begins with two services: a noon 
Chapel service of communion and the Imposition of 
Ashes, and a 7:00 p.m. service of Taizé chants and the 
Imposition of Ashes in the Sanctuary. 

February 10 – 1st Sunday in Lent 
Our services today focus on the Christian practice of 
hospitality.  Red, symbolizing vitality, adorns the chancel 
as we consider what it means to be a community of 
extravagant hospitality.  New members join today and 
Rev. Broadbent preaches on Matthew 4:1-11, a sermon 
called “On Behalf of the Other.” 

February 17 – 2nd Sunday in Lent 
Today’s theme is the spiritual practice of Testimony, 
sharing stories of faith and transformation.  While Rev. 
Broadbent is in the Holy Land, a guest preacher will 
engage John 3:1-17, the story of Nicodemus.  Orange is 
our color, symbolizing creative energy. 

February 24 – 3rd Sunday in Lent 
Rev. James White, Pastor Emeritus, preaches today on 
the theme of Justice, a sermon entitled “Testimony to 
Otherwise.” The story of the Samaritan Woman at the 
Well is the gospel text.  Guitar music, peace and protest 
songs round out the liturgy. 

Coming in March… 
Mar 2. – Healing; Mar. 9 – Discernment; Mar. 16 – 
Palm/Passion Sunday; Mar. 23 – Easter; Mar. 30 - 
Contemplation 
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