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Announcing the 2012 J.

By Lois Matthews, JWW Lectureship Committee Member

WHO: Joan Chittister, O.S.B. (Order of St. Benedict)

WHAT: AiGod and the Evolutionary Mind: The God W
WHEN: 7 p.m. Friday, April 20  [Note that this is the ONLY event.]

WHERE: Shove Chapel, Colorado College

The J. W. White Lectureship Committee has sought for several years to schedule Joan
Chittister, O.S.B., to deliver the annual endowed lecture that began in honor of retired FCC
lead minister Jim White.

Finally, Chittister, an internationally known visionary and author on contemporary spirituali-
ty and issues of peace, justice and human rights, will do so with a lecture at Shove Chapel
on Friday, April 2 0 . Gad amd the Eveligienaryt Mirtd.i ThenGod Who t | e ¢
Beckons 6 will focus on how to integrate onebs s

Chittister, a Benedictine nun, is the author of more than 40 books and writes a monthly

col umn, i Wh e r eThe Nat®nalCatholicoReporter She is founder and executive
director of Benetvision (www.benetvision.org), a resource and research center for
contemporary spirituality, located in Erie, PA. She is co-chair of the Global Peace Initiative
of Women, a partner organization of the United Nations, facilitating a worldwide network of

women peace builders, particularly in Israel and Palestine.

Several programs relating to the Chittister lecture, including Benedictine spirituality,
feminism and human rights, and peace and justice are being planned for late February thru
April.

For the first ti me, a childrendés program (wi
young children can attend the lecture.

Also this time, there will be NO Saturday workshops NOR will Sister Joan be speaking at
Sunday services.

Below are the programs being planned. Please look for more details in the March and April
editions of 7he Communicator.

Sunday Discussions:
§ Beginning February 26th, weekly discussions in the Gregg Libraryat 11 a.m.

§ On March 18th and 25th at The Forum from 9-10 a.m. in the Carey Chapel

Friday, April 20th :5:30 - 9 p.m. - Supper for families and performance and workshop
by Jesse Wilsonand handson fipeace centerso for children ¢
for infants and toddlers will be available. See www.jessewilsonproductions.com.

Friday, April 20th : 7 p.m. lecture by Joan Chittister, O.S.B., at Shove Chapel, followed
by a Q & A session and book signing.

Books by Joan Chittister will soon be available for purchase during the 10 a.m. Fellowship
Hour.

For more information or questions, contact Lois Matthews at /dmatt333@comcast.net


http://www.benetvision.org)/

MUSIC & ARTS, GREGG LIBRARY

Musi ¢c & Arts

By Mandy Todd Moore, Director of Music and Arts

WELCOME to the newest member of our B

churchoés Staff Team, or i an
Scott has degrees in Organ and Church Music from Arizona
State and CU Boulder. He served previously as organist of our
chur ch, once in the early 806s ar |
We | ook forward to receiving or k

to build our music ministry.

CALLING ALL PERFORMERS

Do you have a special gift or talent that you would 3§
like to share with the FCC community? We would
love to incorporate more liturgical drama, dance,
and visual arts in our services with members of all
ages. If you are interested, please contact
Mandy Todd Moore at mandy@fcucc.org

R

A Visit to 147§

By Jeanie Tate, Library Committee Chair

If old libraries, church history, and website treasure
hunts sound appealing, our Gregg Library has the
address for you. I'tbés t
www. 14beacon.org. Or, if you prefer, you could take a walk é a
long walk € and visit 14 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts,
second floor, in person. The building is over 100 years old, just
across the street from the Old State House and next to the
Boston Athenaeum. For us, this Congregational Library is unique
and a major resource in America for the study of New England

. 14 Beacon St. Reading Room, image from www. 14beacon.org

hi story and American Congregational i sm. erebs the g
thanks to our Historical Committee and the Gregg, we have just become a member

The Congregational Library was established in 1853 with a gift of 56 books; it now holds 225,000 items,
all focusing on Congregational history: books, periodicals, image collections, marriage and birth certificates

(Ben Franklinds is there), archi val Bi bl es, l etters,
obituaries for clergy and missionaries, and more. Books published within the last 35 years can be checked
out . Our church has five items |isted in their onli

One possibility for adding a new item might be our Mystery Pageant DVD.

Information available to visitors of the website includes: an online catalog, pod casts, digital exhibits, blogs
with major research libraries, images, full text articles, etc. Our membership perks include reduced fees for
digital downloads, video seminars on the History of Congregationalism and Church Records Management,
newsletters with topical articles, book reviews, and research tips. For more information or to obtain the user
ID and password, contact me at jeneanetate@yahoo.com

Our membership is for one year so let the Gregg know if you find the website useful.


http://www.14beacon.org/

LEAD USHER
NEEDED AT 11 A.M.

THE EXTRAVAGANT
WELCOME BEGINS
WITH YOU!
Ushers at FCC play a vital role
in the churc

We are always looking for
volunteers to fulfill this
important ministry.

Thanks to all of you who
have served as ushers,
especially Oscar Ridings,
who stepped down as
Head Usher of the 11 a.m.
service as of January 29th.

If you are interested in
serving as an usher orin
filling the position of Head
Usher, please contact
Mandy Todd Moore at
mandy@fcucc.org

FCC FILM GROUP

Our final film on
the theme of
Peace and War
is the Cannes
Grand Prix
award winning
French film:

AOf Gods aabout
a community of Trappist
monks in Algeria surrounded
by peace and war.

Sunday, February 12th.
Potluck supper at 6:30 p.m.

Short Movie at 7:00 p.m.
followed by the feature film.

Discussion follows.

For more information,
contact Jerry White at:
gerald.white@mindspring.com

hos

eno

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE

Plymouth Circle
will meet on
Weds., February 8th,
(note change of date)
ét Ji Pe, ip tgey

ounder’s o
Hostesses will be Beverly
Ridings and Marilyn Johnson,
with the devotions presented
by Beverly.

The program, given by Janet
Carpenter, will be an
update on the next building
renovations.

POOPED OUT

PARENTS

POPs Mardi Gras Party

When:
Saturday, Feb. 11, at 6 p.m.

Hosted by:
Amanda and
Bret May,

(h) 636-5230

Where:
10050 Ute Tr.,
Cascade, CO
(not as far ias
only 15 minute from church)

Look for your electronic
invitation.

For questions about POPs
(Pooped Out Parents) or to
be added to the distribution
list, please contact;
Jjaneridings@hotmail.com.

Room.

(0]

NOTES IN BRIEF

COMMUNICATOR
DEADLINE

Wednesday, February 15th
is the deadline
for submission of articles,
notices, reminders and letters
for the March Communicator.
Early submissions
are LOVED!

Please send ASAP to:
communications@fcucc.org

Keep articles BRIEF (one page
max including photos,
logos and clipart).
[NOTE: One page without
graphics is ~550 word's in Ta-
homa, size 11.]

Short articles are terrific.
Include aut hor 6s
committee and position,

suggested article title and
photos or clipart.

Late articles  will be placed in
the next edition or may be sent
out via e-blast.

Thanks from your editors.

= Jane Warren,
Article Review & Text Editor

8 Ardith Hanson, La yout Editor

 February 22nd *
See Worship Calendar
on page 10 for Services.

nami


mailto:mandy@fcucc.org

YOUTH AND ADULT MINISTRY

Youth & Family N

By Marta Fioriti, Director of Youth and Adult Ministry

Youth Ministry

January Term 2012: For our first Sunday of our January

Term 2012 on Spirituality & the Arts, member Tiffany Hauber
shared her gifts with our teens. Tiffany is an artist and mother. She current-
ly loves jars of paintbrushes, celebrating the beauty of daily life. She talked
about one little word. One little word can have on BIG impact on your life.
Finding a personal word to focus on and guide you through the new year
can be very powerful. She lead 17 teens through finding their own single
word for 2012 and they all created a visual interpretation of the word using
collage and other media. Tiffany also gifted the teens with a sharpie tattoo of their little word. You can see
the picture to the left. And here are some of the words our teens choose for the year: /love, flow, chill, free,
home , glisten, inspire, strength, comedy, peace, discover, joy, dream, change and shine.

Summer Mission Trip: This summer we will be taking 17
teens and 3 adults on the second annual youth mission trip.
Last summer a group of adults took teens to inner city Denver.
This year the teens will take a road trip to Pine Ridge Reserva-
tion in South Dakota, June 2-8". Our teens will be working,
learning and building their faith with the Oglala Lakota People.
Check it out at Atp.//www.re -member.org/pre-trip-info.aspx .
So far 14 teens have reserved their spots with a $75 dollar
non-refundable deposit.

On the first Sundays of February, March, April, and May

our teens will be making homemade soup as a fundraiser
for their trip. Following the second worship service on those
Sundays, come and enjoy a simple lunch or bring your own
container to take your soup to go. The youth hope to both

educate the congregation about their upcoming trip and
raise $1000!

Youth Ministry Calendar Online

All program details and events have been posted on the church website at www.fcucc.org and are available
at the church Welcome Center on Sunday mornings.

Family Ministry
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper AllChurch Event!

Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 5pm. Shrove Tuesday marks the last day before the beginning of the Lenten
Season! The event usually includes fun activities for children/teens, Mardi Gras costumes, pancake supper,
burning palm leaves, and burying the Alleluia banner. Mark your calendars!

If you have any questions or comments,
please contact Marta at marta@icucc.orgor call her at 719-306-4037.


http://www.re-member.org/pre-trip-info.aspx
http://www.fucc.org/
mailto:marta@fcucc.org

p
CHI LDRENOGS MI NI €

Childrends Faith Formati or

By Del Hokanson, Chil drenés Ministry Coordinator

Advent Reflections

As you may have gathered by the number of children participating in the Christmas Pageant, over 120
children between preschool and grade 5 have registered at FCC since September, with over 80 children
actively and consistently engaged in programming. In addition, teen numbers have swelled. This is an
exciting development for our whole FCC community, but more so for each child, as they get the chance
to explore their spiritual journey in relationship and in community.

The Advent process leading up to the pageant event was as important as the event, involving Christian

tenets of preparation and anticipation. Under the guidance of Marta Fioriti, the teens developed leadership

skills in weaving together the weekly Advent rituals, like water -dipped prayers of hope and tinsel moments

of joy. Children gathered with Mandy Todd Moore and Kristen Downs to celebrate and sing together, and

the children gained ownership in their roles by creating their own costumes. Gaining a deeper personal
connection to their part in the Nativity Story created a hook to adding and piecing together more of the
story in a meaningful way, with open ended questions
What does an Angel 6s halo |l ook | ike? Why were shephe

Of course none of this could have happened without the 30 volunteers who supported all of the children and
teens. Mi nd you, it was not all about the Agiving. o
we walk and grow in relationship with one another, here on Earth.

Quick Updates

Winter Session Teacher Training:

Wel come to new teachers Mo Morrow, Jenni fer Ros s, an
teachers. Reminder: We still have 9 vacancies for the spring session beginning in March and finishing

before Memorial Day.

Bible Workshops for Third Graders:

Led by the Very Reverend Jerry Jordan and the very creative Wilma Steenbergen, the third grade Bible work-
shops are now in progress. Working together, they are creating an actual Bible Library, scrolls and weavings,
while learning about the overall purpose, design, and history of the Bible. Children who are older but
missed the opportunity are also invited to participate . Bibles will be presented on March 4™ as part of
the 11 a.m. service.

Yahweh Yoga for Kids:

Chil drends yoga cont i nu e softhemonthfioen 9 to 10rasntin rddra EFu r ¢
While your child explores body awareness and control, you too can discover the spiritual

through the physical Moving Wood ai ng OkaenfFobndebdDs ol b m.
is available. For more information, contact Del at pefendel@qg.com




PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY, CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER

Prayer Shawl Mi ni stry

By Jerusha Goebel, Member of the Prayer Shaw! Ministry

She sat across from me with tears rolling from hear eyes and her chin quivering with
trying to hold them back. Her father had passed away last week and her grief was even
deeper from his life-long absence. It was only in the last months that she and her
father had found a common ground and finally were able to express the love of father
and daughter. And now he was gone.

| reached over and touched her hand, feeling her gr
dear heart, o | said as tenderly as | coul d. I reach
homespun yarn of golds, reds and greens. | felt the powerful blessings and many prayers it contained as |

put it around her shoulders.

AThis is a prayer shawl from my church. o | took a de
the shawl. ifMany people have blessed this shawl as
service. It is sent to you with great | ove in hopes
Her eyes were wide. fiReal |l y? This is the nicest t h
her eyes were filled with tears of gratitude. We rea
as | prayed:

Loving God, hold this beautiful daughter in your loving arms and let her know that you are always with her.
Help her to find her way back to the joy of the giit of life. We ask now for your loving care and healing rest to
be around her father. May they now find a way to be together that they never had in life. Thank you, Lord.
Amen.

Would you |ike to be a part of FCCés Prayer Shawl Mi

If so, contact either Jane Gazal atjane.gazal@yahoo.comor 685-5367 OR
Julie JonesEddy at jjones@coloradocollege.edu or 593-8465.

Contempl ative Prayer

By Jerusha Goebel, Contemplative Prayer Group Member

ASil ence s one of t he majMeister Edkhare sail that there /s mothinghinethe warld that .
resembles God so much as silence. Silence is a great friend of the soul; it unveils the riches of solitude. It is very

difficult to reach that quality of inner silence. You must make a space for it so that it may begin to work for you.

In a certain sense, you do not need the whole armory and vocabulary of therapies, psychologies, or spiritual programs.

If you have a trust in and an expectation of your own solitude, everything that you need to know will be revealed to

you. These are some wonderful lines from the French poet Rene Char:A 1l nt ensi ty is silent, it
everything that dazzles me and then accentuates the darkness within me.A Here is an image of silence as the force

that discloses hidden dept h. Si | é&mcan iAsNAM eC AsRiIAs tbeyr Joofh nt hQed

Contemplative Prayer Opportunities at First Congregational Church:

 Mondays at 5:30 p.m. in the Carey Chapel, one hour of prayer

9 Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Carey Chapel, one hour of prayer

I Thursdaysat4:30 -7:00p.m., | abyrinth wal king in t

9 4™ Thursdays of most months, Taize Service at 7:00 p.m.
[Note February is an exception with an Ash Wednesday service instead.]

Come join us in the great Silence.



mailto:jane.gazal@yahoo.com
mailto:jjones@coloradocollege.edu
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 00

Spiritual Direction: A Min

By Jerusha Goebel, Spiritual Director

Benet Hill Monastery blazed a trail in 1983. The Benedictine sisters were one of the first schools
in the United States to offer a course in fAspi
class of 1984-8 5 . Back then | was often asked;eghiywlrat i
later people still ask that question but now there are spiritual direction courses in colleges,
monasteries, seminaries, and virtually around the world. Authors write of the benefits of spiritual direction
in spiritual formation books which now abound on book shelves containing every spiritual tradition.

Since the 19606s, folks from the West began | ooking
they found an ancient tradition in the Christian church to help them find the deeper spiritual journey for

which they were longing. Monastics like Thomas Merton wrote on the subject and encouraged folks to find

a director and undertake meditation. His book, Spiritual Direction & Meditation, is a great place to start.
Merton tells us that when the desert fathers and mothers began dealing with their inner struggles in the
silence of the desert, they sought out folks who could direct them through the trials of mind, heart, and

spirit. They were truly spiritual companions to whom these early hermits could converse on the deepest

level about this mysterious God they were longing to find.

Spiritual directors offer the gifts of listening and compassionate presence in a safe environment where
together you may explore the course of God | eading \
go to the desert to find someone to help us deepen into our spiritual lives. We have a number of trained

spiritual directors at First Congregational Church who are available to us. We are currently in the process of

putting together a directory of spiritual directors who are available to the members of FCC. These directors

are willing to give at least three free sessions of spiritual direction.

If you are a spiritual director who would like to be in the directory, please contact Jocelyn Bokkemo
at jocelyn_bakkemo@yahoo.com

If you would like to meet with a spiritual director, contact Rev. Jacque Franklin at jacque@fcucc.org

Watch for more information as this new ministry takes shape and grows into a viable ministry of
companioning on the spiritual journey at FCC. For more information, contact me at jerushago@msn.com


mailto:jocelyn_bakkemo@yahoo.com
mailto:Jacque@fcucc.org

