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By Richard Grebenstein

This is the 98" annual presentation of the First Congregational United Church of
Christ “Christmas Mystery.” It began in 1912 when Mrs. William Watson Ranney
(the then-minister’s wife) wrote the script. The production of the Mystery has in
essence remained faithful to her original writing and has since been directed by
many dedicated church women with the assistance of a committee made up of
ten past “Marys and Josephs.” Our Christmas Mystery takes its name from the
mystery plays or dramas of Western Europe which began in the early 10 century.
Our musical drama is a Christmas Pageant combining the biblical accounts of the
birth of Jesus with church legends and beloved Christmas carols.

One unknown in the Mystery is “Who will be Mary and Joseph?” We have a lovely
tradition of secrecy surrounding these two people each year with the Mystery
Committee tapping members in our faith community who have contributed
outstanding service to our church.

The ceramic figure of the “Bambino” (Christ Child) and the censer carried by a
Wise Man were acquired in Italy by Dr. John Blackman’s Family at the turn of the
century and lent to the church for use in the play. Each year the Haney family
continued to lend this family heirloom to us for this very special event. In 2009
the Haney Family gifted the family heirloom to First Congregational Church.

The Angel Choir is composed of high school and college-age women and the
Seraph’s (lead angel’s) part is sung by one of the church’s excellent female
vocalists. The Shepherds’ roles are taken by the young men of the church and the
Wise Men’s solo parts are carried by baritone male voices.

During the pageant, small children of the congregation come forward and present
a gift of song before the manger. The service concludes with the hymn “O Come
All Ye Faithful,” when all are invited to stand and sing, followed by the
recessional hymn “As with Gladness, Men of Old” and the benediction.

Please join us on Sunday, December 20 at 4:00 p.m. as the deepest mystery of
the season unfolds. Our Music Director and Organist, Frank Shelton, has planned
some very special music as an introduction, and wassail and cookies will be
served in the Founders’ Room following the Mystery. Childcare will be provided.

The Mystery Committee wishes each one of you a very Merry Christmas and a
joyous holiday season.
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Did you know the IRA charitable rollover bill expires at the end of THIS year?
What is the IRA charitable rollover bill? On October 3, 2008, President Bush
signed into law the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, which
included an extension of the IRA charitable rollover. It will allow individuals age
70 1/2 or older to transfer up to $100,000 to church and/or other ministries from
their individual retirement accounts without paying income taxes on that money
through Dec. 31, 2009. For more information, please consult with your tax
professional or visit www.fcucc.org/WillsandEstatePlanning and click on the IRA
Rollover Limited Time button.




VOLUNTEERS & STAFF
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UCC Is AN “OPEN AND
AFFIRMING”
CONGREGATION. WE INVITE
PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE,
RACE, MARITAL STATUS,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
GENDER EXPRESSION,
MEANS, ABILITY, AND
SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO
JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF
GOD AND NEIGHBOR
THROUGH CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO
EDUCATION, AND
COMMITMENT TO SERVICE.

The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity,
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions
no later than Friday, December 11, 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and
include your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to janedwarren@gmail.com.
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Celebrate the beginning of the
holidays with new and old POPs
friends on Saturday, December
5, 6:00 p.m., at the home of
Jane and Eric Ridings, 1725
Oakmoor Heights. Join us for
fun, fellowship and food; ham,
turkey, and beverages
provided. Please bring your
favorite holiday dish to pass. To
be added to the e-mail list or to
RSVP, contact Jane at 540-0596
or janeridings@hotmail.com.

Thank you!
Jane Ridings
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Thank you to our church family
for the kind and loving support
given by so many of you during
the past 18 months.

A special thank you to those of

you who remembered Al with a

gift to the Adult Forum program
that he enjoyed so much.

Hugs,
Nancy Forgy and family
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+++ADVENT TAIZE PRAYER+++

Three Special Weekly Services
Tuesday, Dec. 8"
Tuesday, Dec. 15
Tuesday, Dec. 22™

at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

COME light a prayer candle---

COME pray with music---

COME experience the silence---

COME hear the readings---

COME and BE
in a candlelit sacred space.

ALL ARE WELCOME!
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10 a.m. Sundays in the Chapel

Nov. 29, Dec. 6, & Dec. 13
“America’s Great Awakenings”
by Mark Qualls & Dave Seyfert

Dec. 20

“The Subtle Science of
Siddhartha's Spirituality: An
Exploration of the Intersections
of Buddhism and Modern Science”
by David Gardiner

We will not meet Dec. 27 &
Jan. 3, but we will resume on
Jan. 10, 2010

$1 0 0

CPR for the Soul:
Surviving and Thriving in
Stressful Times

Men’s Midwinter Retreat
Friday/Saturday Feb. 5/6, 2010

at La Foret with Tom Stella,
retreat facilitator

Brochures with detailed
information and registration
forms are now available in the
Church Office. Please return
your completed registration
form by December 15 to ensure
your place - registrations will be
accepted afterward, but you
may be placed on a waiting list.
For more information, contact
Dave Seyfert at 473-5126

or daveseyfert1@msn.com.
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You are invited to attend
Friends of Emerson, which
begins its eighth year this
month. We meet in the Library
from 4:00-5:00 twice monthly on
Thursdays, reading from
Emerson’s work aloud and
reflecting on what the words
mean to us. We find his
philosophy as relevant today as
when it was first written. No
prior reading or knowledge of
Emerson is required. Call Lucy
Bell at 576-5371 or e-mail
lucycbell@comcast.net for
further information.
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(December 2009-Dec. 3, 17)
January 14, 28
February 11, 25
March 11, 25
April 8, 22
May 13, 27
June 10, 24
July 8, 22
August 12, 26
September 9. 23
October 7, 21
November 4, 18
December 2, 16
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What do you buy the person who
has everything? How about a
goat, a llama or some chickens?
Animals like these can provide
food and income for hungry
families through Heifer
International. “Purchase”
animals as an alternative to
commercial gifts and help needy
people around the world. You
get a handsome card to give
your friend, and a hungry family
gets hope.

This sale is sponsored by the
Mission Giving and Outreach
committee (MG&O). Visit the
Heifer table in the Founders’
Room between services from
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. on Sundays,
December 6, 13, and 20, 2009.
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Volunteers needed - a few good folk
who could catalog books. It’s not
difficult but needs attention to detail.
If you’re interested and could spend
time training Mondays or Tuesdays,
please contact Jeanie Tate: 475-9075
or library@fcucc.org.

One of the pleasures of cataloging
books is discovering those small gems
dying on the shelves. Peculiar
Treasures, a Biblical Who’s Who is a
unique account of 125 Biblical
characters plus one whale. | quote:
“...Jonah’s relief at being delivered
from the whale can hardly have been
any greater than the whale’s at being
delivered from Jonah.” Then there’s
Sacred Cows Make Gourmet Burgers:
Ministry Anytime, Anywhere, by
Anybody. The cover alone makes the
book worth checking out.

Two more recent additions - Dead Sea
Scrolls and 1** Congregational Church
of Colorado Springs Stained Glass
Restoration are elegant. The first
book is very detailed, the work of the
San Diego History Museum. Denver Art
Glass printed the second, a small book
showing the three-year restoration
process including before and after
pictures. We’re not checking out the
book but it’s available to browse in
the library.

We have a few mysteries to solve -
one is a section of books on grieving &
loss - left on a bottom shelf on the
south wall. If anyone knows the
history, let us know. We’re developing
an impressive collection of grief titles
that will be available online later this
winter, and the more books
accessible, the better. The other
mystery is donations with no names.
Leave your name with donated books
and if we catalog them, we can
provide you with a list at tax time.

We have Rev. Malcolm Himshoot’s
story on DVD, Call Me Malcolm. He
was our guest preacher on Nov. 22.
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During Advent some of the talented musicians of our church will again
provide Christmas Carols during the Fellowship Hour. On Sunday,
November 29, Carol Fields and the Bells of St. Vrain will provide
accompaniment for a carol sing-a-long. Beverly Ridings will play carols on
December 6. Jon Woodhams will treat us to his carol adaptations on
December 13 and Ruth Lehmkuhl will lead carols on December 20. Come
and enjoy a prelude to Christmas in the Founders' Room from 10:00 a.m.
until 10:30 a.m. each Sunday in Advent.
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Various musical groups and soloists will ring, sing, and play during the
Sundays of Advent and Christmas. The Bells of St. Vrain and Chancel Choir
will offer music including Johnson's "Keep Your Lamps” on November 29. On
December 6 the Joyful Noise Childrens’ Choir will sing Hopson's "Sing a Song
of Advent" at the 9 a.m. service and the Madrigal Choir will sing at 11. On
Sunday, December 13 the Bells of St. Vrain will ring in the season and the
Chancel Choir will sing Gibbons' "This is the Record of John." Lee Lehmkuhl
will sing Handel's "Ev'ry Valley" on December 20 and the Chancel Choir will
offer Biber's "Ave Maria.” On Christmas Eve the Joyful Noise Children's Choir
will sing "Jesus, Tiny Child" at the 4 p.m. service and the Bells of St. Vrain
will also play. At the 6 p.m. service, the Chancel Choir will offer
Whitacre's "Lux Aurumque."” Soprano Shannon Kilzer will sing "The Virgin's
Slumber Song” by Max Reger at the 11 p.m. service. On Sunday, December
27 the Flute Choir will offer a variety of Carols and Noels at the 9 and 11
a.m. service.
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Our first annual Gospel Sunday will be held on January 24. Mark your
calendars now! A special choir directed by Gospel Music Workshop’s Neil
Brown will be formed to sing for the 9 and 11 a.m. services. Check the
Sunday bulletin, church e-mail blasts and January Communicator for
exciting details of the service and how to join the Special Gospel Choir.
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A new adult Sunday School Class will meet for the first time on Sunday,
January 17th at 9:00 a.m. in the Library. If you are not involved now with
a class, we would like to invite you to join us at that time and help us get
the class off the ground. Our teachers will include people like Jerry
Jordan, Joe Pickle, Jenny Finn (after her five months of cruising with her
family!), and Bruce Sage.

Our initial thought, subject to your ideas and preferences, will be to have
insights from ministers, psychologists, and spiritual formation trainers on a
wide range of topics. By meeting at 9:00 a.m., we will be able to join in
the fellowship hour at 10 o'clock, so as to miss neither food nor friends.

As we get details on teachers and topics for January, we'll provide that
information to you as early as possible. Please feel free to call Bruce Sage
at 433-6524 for more details or to offer ideas on topics that would interest
you.




PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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As Christmas draws closer, the
Prayer Shawl Ministry members are
gathering completed shawls to give
to TESSA clients. TESSA is the local
organization that provides
confidential programs for victims of
domestic violence and sexual
assault. In 2007 we gave them
twenty shawls for their clients, in
2008 we met their need for thirty
shawls, and this year they have
asked for forty shawls, and we are
approaching that number.

Reserving enough shawls for our
usual demands is something we also
keep in mind. We have been able to
increase the number of shawls we
give to TESSA in part due to the
increasing numbers of our members,
as well as the dedication they show
to this ministry. These shawls go to
TESSA with the prayers of their
maker’s hands and with the prayers,
blessings, and music they receive in
the Sunday services from the whole
congregation - all of you.

The Sabbath Shawls will be available
for checkout beginning Nov. 29",
the first Sunday of Advent, and the
three Sundays following. Please feel
free to check one out and let the
woven prayers of comfort, peace,
and love fill a time for reflection in
the busy days of December.

If you would like to send a
monetary donation to TESSA for
Christmas, their address is: TESSA,
P.O. Box 2662, Colorado Springs,
CO, 80901.
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liturgy; <
offering; 4

for his “Grace Note” story and leading
and ( members for their musical
and the Visiting Nurses for the flu

clinic that served 30 members; E 4 " as liturgist; 5

% & for a “Grace Note” of choreography and music; End of Life

panelists, L <E > -,1(54 @ 4 | > $ ,
g, " & ¢ <E(G "™ 5 ;>-°

# and as liturgists; Musical Ensemble “Grace Note,” *

( H o, % & , 4 & ,%H &% 5 G;
2" who cooperated in the Historic Firedrill (4 minutes!); 4
4 (5 , guest liturgist; <> 4 5 for her homily on CC

Sunday; 2 for her “Grace Note” painting: “l want to hold the
hand that holds the world;” < 4 & for their
musical offering; & 9 (H 5 for donating another “hat” of grace,

5 6 A - " # 9 5 |, who served as
Sunday School substitute teachers.

* 02 F ( $ , undergoing testing; ( -  working
through relational issues; and all in the &" ( ;E
% (5 ,recovering fromsurgery; $ & , recovering from surgery;
1 $, recovering at home; 2 , home after
hospitalization; those facing transitions; E 4 , facing surgery;

" B recovering from surgery; E (5 at LifeCare; #

0 5 , maintaining his health with Pulmonary Fibrosis; many at risk from
the swine flu; many without insurance to sustain needed medical
treatment.

6 16%2 2 F 2 and family on the loss of husband,
father, and friend, < Services were held in our Sanctuary on
Thursday, November 12, 2009.

6 # /% 6 FE 4 1| , co-founder of The Home Front
Cares which hosted # <* at the Broadmoor; "< |
& , celebrating 10 years of ordained ministry; #
for passing Open and Affirming status with a congregational vote.
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jacque@fcucc.org.

, Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or




PEWSITTER'S PERSPECTIVE ON CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
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By Pete Hokanson

As the newest member of Church
Council, | have learned much more
about important decisions made
concerning the church’s operations,
policies, and finances. However, |
am also close enough to my pre-
council days that | can remember
many of my impressions from my
weekly pewsitter perspective. At
Council meetings | have occasionally
offered what | believe to be this
“average attender’s” point of view
which includes certain assumptions.

First, | trust the wisdom and
experience of the leadership of the
church from the Council level, to
the hardworking staff, to the
committees and their chairs. |
believe in the good will and the
generosity of this congregation. |
admire the wonderful diversity and
depth of our worship experiences. |
rejoice in the beauty and
substantiality of our sanctuary. As a
pewsitter, | see evidence that, to
use our stewardship’s recent theme,
FCC is a talented and cohesive crew
in a rich and historic spaceship on a
“wonderfilled” mission with all
systems GO.

Council’s recent discussions have
explored the final stages of church
improvements from the 2004 Capital
Campaign. We are looking ahead to
protecting our recent capital
investments to the building as well
as the next stages of our church’s
needs as we approach our 125
anniversary in 2014. | agreed to
write this really unofficial
pewsitter’s impression of the past
five years of the church’s capital
projects. Given the growth of our
congregation, many new members
may not be aware of these
restoration projects; perhaps this

overview may invite some questions from them. Those of us who have sat
in greater comfort on the new golden pew cushions and watched these
changes may need to be reminded of the scope and importance of the
projects. All of us need to keep the “where we’ve been” in mind as we
begin to envision and discuss “where we go from here.”

To be honest, | had forgotten about the contribution our family made over
three years to the 2004 Capital Campaign that has raised nearly $1.4
million dollars. We gave that money in response to a clearly identified
need for the church’s restoration and upgrades that were necessary after
years, even decades, of deferred maintenance and neglect. Over the past
several years, | have experienced a number of phases of the
improvements:

» | participated in a ceremony that added our church to the National
Register of Historic Places.

» | felt relieved when the upgrades to dangerous old wiring under
the church was completed, and foundation piers restored.

» | listened to the discussion about restoring the original roof’s
appearance and watched the distinctive silver roof give way to
something more historical and practical.

* | heard the whir of the motors that open and close the Founders’
Room stained glass pocket doors.

» | watched the beautiful stained glass windows become brighter,
luminous, and more solid.

* | ducked under and squeezed around scaffolding that helped our
sanctuary become more energy efficient and our tower windows
restored and operable.

» I recently watched the contractors clean and repoint the exterior
of our building.

I’m sure many other parts of the project happened, but these are the ones
that stick out in my mind. All of these stages have been guided by the
Project Management Team who tirelessly (as it seemed to us watching) and
resourcefully sought grant money to extend the funds of the Capital
Campaign. This group lovingly and wisely guided these projects and kept
the congregation informed at every stage. Their job as envisioned by the
2004 Capital Campaign is almost complete. A small portion of the pledges
remains, and Council is exploring how that could best be spent. With
congregational input that wish list will extend far beyond those remaining
funds to envision a variety of projects and begin the discussion of what’s
next for FCC.




SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS & YOUTH ADVENTURES
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On October 25, 2009, approximately
300 adults and children exited the
building in less than four minutes as
part of an all-church fire drill.
Thank you to everyone who
participated - in a snowstorm no
less!

We learned many things in those
four minutes: it’s difficult to hear
the fire alarm in certain parts of the
building; there is an exit that is a
bottleneck; it’s easy to forget the
Master First Aid Kit; and our
instructions on the location of the
designated safe place were unclear.

Since October 25", we have met
with two service providers about
updating the existing fire monitoring
system’s strobe lights and horns and
conducting functional testing. We’ve
communicated with the church’s
architect regarding including the
system updates in the interior
restoration plans. We’ve replaced
failed batteries in emergency
lighting packs and bulbs in exit
lights. With Nancy Lippincott’s
assistance, we’ve identified a
source for an AED (Automated
External Defibrillator) and reviewed
the Colorado statute requirements.
Nancy has also located an
Adult/Child CPR and First Aid
training resource available for
training staff and volunteers.

What can you do to assist with
safety improvements at FCC? If you
volunteer as an usher or teacher on
Sunday mornings, training will be
provided to you. If you notice that
an exit area is blocked or becoming
cluttered (e.g., the groom’s room),
please inform the church office.
Interested in helping with the next
phase of safety improvements?
Contact Lee Lehmkuhl, Vice-
Moderator, at leel@mitre.org.
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By Marta Fioriti, Youth and Young Adult Coordinator

Last month, | took a group of FCUCC young people to walk a labyrinth at
Colorado College. We talked about journeys, spiritual practices and
meditation. | read them this reading:

Your life is a sacred journey. It is about change, growth, discovery,
movement, transformation, continuously expanding your vision of
what is possible, stretching your soul, learning to see clearly and
deeply, listening to your intuition, and taking courageous challenges
at every step along the way. You are on the path, exactly where you
are meant to be right now. From here, you can only go forward,
shaping your life story into a magnificent tale of triumph, healing,
courage, beauty, wisdom, power, dignity, and love.

We walked the curvy lines in the darkness with flashlights. They sang
“Sanctuary.” Soon after we sang, a twelve-year old said, “Can we play tag
now?” Of course!

As we approach the Advent season it is like an adventure, a journey that
we take between week one and week four. It is one of my favorite
ADVENTures to have with young people. The rituals and stories are so rich
with lessons for today’s fast-paced culture of commercialism.

We can make this holiday season a bit more like the labyrinth. Go slow.
Light candles. Read scripture. Tell stories of our past seasons. End with the
young person saying, “Can we open presents now?”

How can you honor the small ADVENTures with your family? How can you
make every week of Advent be just as special as the ending day of
Christmas? If you have particular Advent and Christmas family rituals that
you especially love, let me know about them. You can write me at
marta@fcucc.org.
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It is my distinct honor to introduce Jane Warren as the new copy editor for
our monthly newsletter, The Communicator. Jane is a former fifth grade
teacher who loves to edit!

She will begin her service to FCUCC as copy editor for the January issue.
E-mail your contributions to Jane at janedwarren@gmail.com by Friday,
December 11, 2009 for the January, 2010 issue.

Please remember the usual rules: Create your contribution as a Microsoft
Word document and attach it to the e-mail. Use Times New Roman 12-
point font. Use left justification with word wrap. Try to avoid underlining.

Kris Jones will continue as the finish editor, choosing fonts, formats, and
clip art to produce the final Communicator each month.

It has been my privilege to have served as copy editor for about four and a
half years. Let us all continue to “Communicate.” Sincerely, Chris Bjork
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Think on this word: Homeless. If
you’re like most of us you’ll conjure
traditional images of men and
women living a risky, tough life on
the streets and under the bridges of
Colorado Springs. But the face of
the homeless has changed. Those
faces look like yours, mine, and your
children’s.

The fastest growing segment of the
U.S. homeless population is families
with children. While data varies
depending on the source the actual
counting of homeless families across
the country, especially in suburbs, is
tough. The most recent Colorado
state-wide Point in Time survey tells
our story: 76% of all Colorado
homeless are families with children,
and that segment increased by 50%
over the prior year'.

Their stories vary, but all have
common themes: illness and
unemployment, a shrinking supply of
affordable housing, and changes in
welfare programs. The particulars,
however, are chilling, especially
when the story is no longer an
abstraction, but a person, a person
who is staying at our church for the

work with their selected families to provide support services during the
day, IHN congregations divvy up the calendar year one week at a time,
providing safe, private places to sleep, nutritious meals, and evening
activities.

FCUCC hosts IHN families twice a year, most recently in late September.
During this week, our congregation prepared living spaces, gathered
movies and games, prepared meals, and spent the night with four families.
There were nine children in these families, ranging in ages from infancy to
17. According to IHN guidelines, the families cannot arrive at church until
5 p.m., and must leave the church every day by 7 a.m., after which they
go to work and school, or spend time at IHN’s Day House, where they can
shower, job hunt and work toward the future. It appears to be a rest-less
life, in the truest sense of the word.

Our job as hosts is to provide a place where rest might happen and to
make FCUCC “home” for the week, a place where parents and children can
connect after the day, eat a good meal, do homework, play and get ready
physically and spiritually for the next day. This requires careful volunteer
staffing on our part. For example, our youth, under Marta Fioriti’s
leadership, played an important role in the week. Their role was behind
the scenes to ensure that none of our hosted children suffered the
embarrassment of being identified as homeless by a peer the next day at
school. This life is particularly tough on the children.

As in many things at FCUCC, the benefit of our involvement in IHN goes far
beyond the direct work of hosting families. Members of our congregation
meet each other and work side-by-side, thus developing community. By
volunteering, parents are able to share their values with children through
their actions. And each IHN volunteer expands their capacity for listening
and compassion.
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Do you use a computer? Are you on the Internet? Do you have a printer?
Do you use e-mail?

week, whom you’re serving a meal,
and whose children you get to know.

If the answers are yes, then you should “opt out” of the mailed Communicator.
Each month we (FCUCC) have about 450 copies professionally printed, then folded
and mailed by our volunteers. Such a large number appears to be an unnecessary

For more than 10 years, FCUCC has expense and task burden.

hosted homeless families via
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).
In cooperation with more than 30
area congregations, IHN provides
transitional shelter with the
ultimate goal of a permanent move
to affordable housing. As IHN staff

If you like to read the Communicator as a printed version, it is easy to create it
on your computer printer.

Send your OPT OUT via e-mail to Richard Grebenstein, richardg@fcucc.org.

Reducing expenses and unnecessary labor is also stewardship!
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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Jim Matson

Jenny Glick
Karen Greco
Trish Thornton
William Tynan
Gretchen Howard
Garrett Dawson
Chloe Kemp
Eliot Laffely
Andrew Malek
Tom Murphy
Rick Purinton
Adam Freeman
Erik Henriksen
Caitlin Matthews
Linda Seyfert
Lella Baker
Jessie Cameron
Carol Emmer
Richard Hall
Jesse Jordan
Carol Keenan
Anthony Parker
G.L. Scarborough
Taylor Kay
Joedan Saunders
Anthony Nelson
David Wilson
Jim Bramwell
Nina Hall
JoAnne Henjum
Lea Qualls

John Boles
Matthew Gorges
Andy Kort

Phil Tate

Jack Barber
Betty Armstrong
Pat Dolin

Gann Matthews
Michael Anderson
Robin Cobb

12/14
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/16
12/16
12/17
12/18
12/20
12/20
12/20
12/21
12/21
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/24
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/26
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/30
12/30
12/30

12/31
12/30

12/30

1(

12/1

12/4
12/9

12/12
12/20
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Mark Lovelace
Mike Matthews
Don Drake
Al Skinner
Jimmy Sue Guggenhime
Scott Smith
Dan Stauffer
Mary Jane Ray
Brooke Brown
Michele Ford
Holly Means
Logan Bennett
Nancy Briley
Paul Brookens
Aiden Eslinger
Victoria May
Lee Tatum
Anton Akse
Erma Chappell
Drew Getty
Julia Getty
Sydney Sandberg
Noah Burnham
Zach DeBacker
Skip Cochrane
Brian Hofflander
Lorelei Vollmar
Tori Anderson
Ann Benson
William Jun

Dawn Means

Joshua Poffenberger-
Twomey
Natasha Walker

Patti & James White

Marianna & Truman Fox

Ruth Roland & David
Petersen

Kris & Ed Doerffel
Jean & Lew Archer

1( -
12/20 Elfriede & Frank Jopp
12/22 Janet & Paul Carpenter
12/22 Lynn & Ben Young
12/28 Nancy Henjum & Steve Kern
12/28 Lynn Holloway & Brooke Bowman
12/29 Casey & Rock Welch
12/30 Promis & Nate Hoffman
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Plymouth Circle will meet on Wednesday,
December 2" in the Founders’ Room at 1:00
p.m. Hostesses are Ruth Connell, Karen
Miskel, and Frances Tippy. Devotions will be
presented by Beverly Ridings.

The program is our project: “Stuffing
Christmas Socks for the Salvation Army.”
Guests are welcome to help and join in the
fun. Bring items for the socks to the
meeting or place them in a box at the
Church Office.

Suggested items:

Ages 0-2, Boys & Girls: Teething toys,
rattles, bibs, socks, knit caps, bottles, baby
wash, washcloths, Baby Einstein Toys,
receiving blankets

Ages 3-5, Boys & Girls: Large crayons,
gloves, hats, Play Dough (small jars), sm.
trucks, sm. dolls, dinosaurs

Ages 6-8, Boys & Girls: School supplies,
(i.e., rulers, pencils, glue, crayons,
markers, etc.), socks, gloves, and caps.
Girls: bubble bath, sm. dolls. Boys: baseball
cards, sm. cars, trucks

Ages 9-13, Boys & Girls: School supplies,
gloves, cap, card games, socks, watches.
Boys: wallets, baseball cards. Girls: hair
grooming items, diary

Ages 14-18, Girls: soap, make-up, gloves,
hat, nail supplies, deodorant, shampoo &
rinse, McDonald’s certificates ($5),
Sudoku/Word Search. Boys: Baseball cards,
deodorant, shampoo, razor, after-shave,
socks, nail clippers, gloves, hat, McDonald’s
certificates (55), Sudoku/Word Search

Toothpaste & toothbrushes are good for all
ages.
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We celebrate Holy Communion at both services and light
the second candle on our Advent wreath. This week, we
focus on the prophets, hearing scripture from Malachi
3:1-4. The Joyful Noise Children’s Choir sings at the 9:00
service and the Chancel Choir at the 11:00.

9 5 & HL " (

December 8, 7:00 p.m.
December 15, 7:00 p.m.
December 22, 7:00 p.m.

1( D ¥ & &"
We light the 3™ Advent candle symbolizing John the
Baptist. The gospel hearing is Luke 3:7-18. The Handbell
and Chancel Choirs share worship music.

1 ( 8D! & &"
We light the 4" Advent candle (the pink one!)
symbolizing Mary. The scripture is Luke 1:39-55. Lee
Lehmkuhl sings a solo from Handel’s Messiah.

1 ( 801;88 < < 1 ( 10 1,880 +;880 88 < <
2.
Annual Christmas Mystery Pageant 4:00 - Family Service
6:00 - Lessons & Carols
11:00 - Candlelight Communion
1¢( b & $ E F Epiphany, Baptism of Christ

Come join in an intergenerational service of carol singing
and storytelling.

Sunday, Rev. Broadbent’s final project sermon for the
year, Gospel Music Sunday, Annual Meeting of the
Congregation




