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REPORT FROM CHICAGO 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
 
This year, with your blessing and support, I began a 3-year Doctor of Ministry 
(DMin) in Preaching program through the Association of Chicago Theological 
Schools (ACTS). ACTS includes several denominational seminaries including the 
U.C.C.’s Chicago Theological Seminary (CTS). A lot of acronyms, I know, but I 
thought spelling them out would avoid confusion. For example, when referring to 
a DMin program, it’s hard to keep folks from hearing “Demon” Program. 
 
The program includes a 3-week residency each year. I was in Chicago for my first 
residency June 21 through July 9. I stayed in Hyde Park in a dorm on the campus 
of the University of Chicago (UC). My courses were a block away at the Lutheran 
School of Theology (LSTC) and the Presbyterian McCormick Theological Seminary 
(MTS). 
 
There are 17 people in my class, the Class of 2012, representing a variety of 
Christian denominations and geographical locations. Jonathan is a European-
American United Methodist from Coushatta, Louisiana. Diana is a Japanese-
American Presbyterian from San Francisco. Danielle is a Trinidadian-Chinese-
Scottish-Canadian serving a United Church of Canada (the other U.C.C.) 
congregation in Edmonton, Alberta.  
 
My first week in Chicago, I took a course called Scriptural Interpretation for 
Preaching. We surveyed interpretive strategies used to bring scripture alive 
through preaching. We practiced “Incarnational Translation,” a method used to 
translate a passage of scripture into modern language and contexts while 
maintaining the “functional equivalent” of the original context (i.e., Hellenistic 
middle-class Jews) and form of the scripture (poem, exhortation, lament, etc.) 
Examples will be coming this fall to a pulpit very near to you! 
 
Week two, I took an elective course called Preaching as Celebration, taught by 
Dr. Frank Thomas, Senior Minister of Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Memphis, Tennessee. Dr. Thomas helped us pay attention 
to the preparation and structure of preaching for the purpose of leading a 
congregation to experience the assurance of God’s grace and taking time to 
celebrate that assurance as the closing movement of the sermon. Get ready to 
celebrate! 
 
The third week, I took a colloquy course meant to address specific concerns 
students have about preaching and to develop a preaching project to use with/on 
our congregation over the coming year. I am forming a Parish Project Group to 
work with me to develop and reflect upon three project sermons. In September, 
I’ll announce the focus and scope of my preaching project. 
 
Thank you for supporting me in this next adventure in education. I hope and pray 
my learning will benefit those of you in the congregation. I am grateful to be 
preaching to such a church as First Congregational and I am grateful to the Holy 
Spirit for prompting us in new directions together. 
 
 
It all begins on August 30 … See “Rally Sunday” on Page 3
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Responding to God’s love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an 

inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, education, 
fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God. 
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To Inform & Inspire 
The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity, 
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions 
no later than Friday, August 14th, 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include 
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.  

V O L U N T E E R S  &  S T A F F  

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
UCC IS AN “OPEN AND 

AFFIRMING” 
CONGREGATION.  WE INVITE 

PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE, 
RACE, MARITAL STATUS, 
SEXUAL ORIENTATION, 
GENDER EXPRESSION, 
MEANS, ABILITY, AND 

SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO 

JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF 

GOD AND NEIGHBOR 
THROUGH CHRISTIAN 

WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO 
EDUCATION, AND 

COMMITMENT TO SERVICE. 
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N O T E S  I N  B R I E F  

242 WINDOWS 
It Only Took 242 Windows! 
 
An important piece of the puzzle 
in the history of our church  
building's construction has been 
uncovered. As Denver Art Glass  
began to work on the final 
window restoration, owner Mike 
Delva noticed faint writing under 
the paint on frames of several 
sections of glass. By carefully 
removing as much paint as 
possible without disturbing the 
writing, it has been discovered 
that Copeland Glass Co. of 
Denver was the creator of our 
windows.  
 
For views of the writing and 
confirmation of the company’s 
existence in the Denver 1888 
City Business Directory, please 
refer to the large bulletin board 
on the north wall of the 
Founders’ Room. 
 

SPECIAL SUMMER 
MUSIC FOR AUGUST 

As Summer winds down and we 
begin the school year, special 
music in August will feature 
more of our church's wealth of 
solo talent as well as the return 
of our choral ensembles. To 
commemorate Justice and Peace 
Sunday on August 2, the Guitar 
Quartet will lead singing and 
Jenny Chapman will compose 
and sing a special song for the 
services. On August 9 the Wood 
Dove Recorder Ensemble will 
offer music of the Renaissance 
and Baroque periods. Our annual 
Jazz Sunday on August 16 will 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Miles Davis' "Kind of Blue" which 
was released on August 17, 
1959. Our annual summer 
children's service on August 23 
will feature Peter Rule playing 
violin and other special music 
provided by children of the 
church. Kicking off the program 
year on Rally Sunday (August 30) 
will be Brian Margrave, trumpet 
and Samantha Garrett, French 
horn. 
 

RALLY SUNDAY 
 

It all begins  
on August 30... 

 
RALLY SUNDAY! 

 
The beginning of the 

church's program year: 
 

Sunday School 
Adult Education 
Chancel Choir 

Bells of Saint Vrain 
Joyful Noise 

 
And much, much more! 

 

OWL COURSE 
OWL – Our Whole Lives 
Sexuality and Spirituality 
Course 
 
The highly acclaimed, 
comprehensive, spirited and 
value based sexuality curriculum 
will again be presented this 
coming year by Jon Vigne and 
Del Hokanson.  
• For teens entering Grade 8 & 

9 this coming school year 
• Involves 4 retreats and 

alternate Sunday afternoons, 
except for holidays. 

• Pencil on your calendars :  
a) Mandatory parent 

meeting – Sept 13th: 
Noon 

b) Opening retreat 
weekend – possibly Oct 
9th/10th 

 
 
“For me, OWL was perfect. I 
learned so much. I made great 
friends, and I changed. I 
understand things I never 
dreamed of knowing, and now 
that I know, I appreciate so 
much more.” - FCC Owl 
Graduate 
 

TAIZÉ 
 

+ TAIZÉ PRAYER + 
 

No 4th Thursday  
Service in August 

 
Mark your calendars 

 for  
Thursday, Sept. 24th 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Join us on that date for  
Worship within a candlelit  

sacred space. 
Music…Readings…Silence 

 
COME! ALL ARE WELCOME! 

CHANCEL CHOIR & 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Chancel Choir and Children's 
Choir resume rehearsals in 
August. 
 
Joyful Noise Children's Choir for 
elementary age children begins 
on Tuesday, August 25 with a 
rehearsal/party at 4:30 p.m. in 
the Founders' Room. All new and 
returning singers are asked to 
bring a parent or guardian to 
this first meeting. For further 
information contact Frank 
Shelton at frank@fcucc.org or 
635-3549. 
 
Chancel Choir begins rehearsals 
on Wednesday, August 26 with a 
pizza dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Founders' Room. Music rehearsal 
begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Music 
Room. For further information 
contact Mandy Todd-Moore at 
mandy@fcucc.org or 635-3549. 
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ONA (OPEN & 
AFFIRMING) REPORT 
By Rev. Diane Martin 
 
Great job on Pride Sunday, church! 
The turnout for the parade was 
fantastic, and the cooperation of 
the ONA Committee on Pride Sunday 
and hosting Fellowship Hour the 
week before was stellar! That’s 
what we’re all about! 
 
Our next project is a four-part 
video/discussion series based on the 
documentary For the Bible Tells Me 
So. This compelling video tells the 
story of the different ways several 
families dealt with the news that 
their children were gay or lesbian, 
and how family members grew 
through the experience.  
 
In this series, we hope to help you 
learn to articulate your convictions 
about sexual orientation and 
Christianity, so you can be in 
conversation with people who hold 
varying views about how the two 
topics intersect. 
 
The video/discussion series is 
scheduled for 11:00 on Sundays in 
the Library – September 20 & 27 and 
October 4 & 11. A resource for our 
discussions will be the study guide 
created by the Human Rights 
Campaign. Participants will also 
receive handouts with references to 
the concepts and scriptures 
presented in the video. 
 
Rev. Diane Martin will lead the 
discussion, assisted by John Shada 
and other members of the ONA 
Committee. Please come, bring 
friends and support this effort! 
The ONA Committee will meet on 
Sunday, August 23, at 12:15 in the 
Library as our one-and-only planning 
meeting prior to this project, so 
please plan to come! 
 
 
 
 

“FEED YOUR MIND” FILM FORUM 
By Cyndy Kulp 
 
The Justice and Peace Committee will host a three-part film series this fall 
on diverse topics of social justice. It kicks off on Friday, Aug. 28th with the 
film “Pete Seeger: The Power of Song.” 
 
Thanks to last month’s Folk Service, FCC’ers are even more familiar with 
the many songs of Pete Seeger, who just turned 90 this year. Perhaps no 
single person in the 20th century has done more to preserve, broadcast, 
and re-distribute folk music than Pete Seeger, whose passion for politics, 
the environment, and humanity have earned him both ardent fans and 
vocal enemies since he first began performing in the late '30s.   

In “Pete Seeger: The Power of Song,” director Jim Brown documents the 
life of this great American singer/songwriter, and the political movements 
in which he participated. Largely misunderstood and criticized for his 
strong beliefs, he was picketed, protested, blacklisted, and, in spite of his 
enormous popularity, banned from commercial television for more than 17 
years.  

Musicians including Bob Dylan, Arlo Guthrie, Joan Baez, Bonnie Raitt, 
Bruce Springsteen, Natalie Maines, and Peter, Paul and Mary appear in this 
intimate portrait and discuss Seeger’s lasting influence on the fabric of 
American music. 

All films will be shown on the 4th Friday of the month in Aug., Sept., and 
Oct. in the Founders’ Room at FCC. The evening starts with a 6:30 p.m. 
potluck supper and 7:00 p.m. film showing, followed by a moderated 
discussion, which will be fair and respectful of all opinions. Other films 
include: 

Sept. 25th –- “Jerusalem: The East Side Story”  

This is a 2008 film by Mohammed Alatar. In 1948, the western part of 
Jerusalem came under Israeli control; in 1967, the eastern part fell under 
occupation. The documentary takes you on a journey exposing Israel’s 
policy to gain supremacy and hegemony over the city and its inhabitants, 
which includes driving Palestinian Muslims and Christians out of the city; 
denying their presence, history, and ties to the land. It also touches on the 
future of the city: Jerusalem is the key to peace; without Jerusalem, there 
is no peace for anyone. 
 
Oct. 23rd – “Flow: For the Love of Water” 

Award-winning director, Irena Salina, investigates what experts label the 
most important political and environmental issue of the 21st century.  
Salina builds a case against the growing privatization of the world's 
dwindling fresh water supply with an unflinching focus on politics, 
pollution, human rights, and the emergence of a domineering world water 
cartel. Interviews with scientists and activists intelligently reveal the 
rapidly building crisis, at both the global and human scale, and the film 
introduces many of the governmental and corporate culprits behind the 
water grab, while begging the question "CAN ANYONE REALLY OWN 
WATER?" 

O N A  R E P O R T  &  F I L M  F O R U M 
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“KIND OF BLUE”  
IN AUGUST 
Jazz Sunday celebrates fiftieth 
anniversary of Miles Davis’ 
masterpiece - By Steve Kearn 
 
Fifty years ago (plus a few months), 
trumpeter Miles Davis entered a 
recording studio on 30th Street in 
New York. Although at the time it 
was simply one of a number of jazz 
dates for Columbia Records that 
year, the resulting album, Kind of 
Blue, would arguably become the 
most well-known, most influential 
jazz record in the history of the 
genre.  
 
Along with pianist and key 
collaborator Bill Evans, Miles Davis 
would do something he would do 
several times in his career: define a 
new kind of jazz. Reacting in part 
against the frantic virtuosity of “be-
bop,” a post-World War II idiom 
made famous by the likes of 
saxophonist Charlie Parker and 
trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie, Davis and 
Evans were exploring a cooler, 
stripped down, minimalism: fewer 
chords, fewer notes, and an 
approach to soloing that emphasized 
“modes” (or scales).  
 
Jazz Sunday at FCC falls on August 
16, when we will welcome to the 
chancel a line-up of musicians 
that corresponds to the original 
Kind of Blue line-up, which 
included not only Davis and Evans, 
but a second pianist, Wynton 
Kelly, saxophonists John Coltrane 
and Cannonball Adderley, bassist 
Paul Chambers, and drummer 
Jimmy Cobb. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE 
 
THANK YOU to… Pam Lehmkuhl, liturgist; Paul Schwotzer, Jim White, 
Luke Cammack, Jenny Chapman, Georg Gehrung, Lee Lehmkuhl, Mandy 
Todd Moore, Dave Nath, Lin Quinlan, Chris Reimer & Dave Seyfert for 
the wonderful Folk Music Sunday; Middle School Youth for their help in 
assembling beads for Pride Parade; Rosemary Harris Lytle for her 
message; Burl Kreps for co-officiating; Ruth Lehmkuhl for her musical 
offering; Water World youth trip volunteers Paul Rule, Nancy Cain, Lisa 
Birnbaum, Jane Ridings, Clare Twomey; Trey Austin as liturgist; Susie 
Martin and Dixie Shipp-Napier for their musical offering; Henjum/Kern 
family for providing food for the Sr. High Youth; Richard Grebenstein, 
Steve Brown, Sandy Wolczak, Lin Quinlan for hosting Lyn Boudreau’s 
Ecclesiastical Council; Rosemary Harris Lytle and Colorado Springs 
NAACP for the chancel flowers 6/28/09; Membership Committee for 
welcoming new members; Ann James, Jennifer Haven, & Margery Layton 
for their help in the Church Office; Jim White as celebrant; Paul Rule, 
Phyllis White, Karen Morsch for their musical offering; JWW Lectureship 
Committee for a wonderful weekend with Dr. Amy-Jill Levine; Marion 
House Volunteers Blake & Rick Purinton, Richard Grebenstein, Karen 
Rowe, Mary Anne Calkins, Chris Martell, Jerome Carter, Lori Pinello, Jill 
Robinson; Juneteenth Volunteers Linda LeMieux, Ann Skinner, Janis 
Hahn, Deidre Schoolcraft, Charles Barber, Ann Howard, Sid Shelton, 
Cyndy Kulp, Bill Mendell, Terry Sato, Prayer Shawl Team; Lyn Boudreau 
as liturgist; Paul Schwotzer, Brian Hofflander & Morgan Qualls for 
musical offering; those who donated to Pastors for Peace. 
 
PRAYERS for… Lenore Poulson hospitalized; Andy and Suzanne Laffeley’s 
daughter, Anna HengWei Wu Laffely, with severe pain from her body cast 
and as she continues her medical treatments; Ann Skinner’s sister 
Cornelia Lang of Mississippi battling cancer; Dianne Benning recovering in 
the hospital after a second knee surgery; John Snyder home from the 
hospital after severe chest pains; Grant Miller home from the hospital 
recovering from surgery; Chloe Kemp home from the hospital after surgery 
on 6/30/09; Andy Finn recovering from a bicycle accident; Emely Carman 
moved to Liberty Heights for continued care after a fall; Kris Anderson 
recovering from cornea transplant; Howard Ray home recovering from 
open heart surgery; Louise Smith home after long term physical therapy 
after a fall; Siri Everett recovering from recent surgery.  
 
CONDOLENCES to… Bill & Lenore Poulson on the loss of their son-in-law 
Jimi Flowers on 7/10/09, memorial services were held at Woodman Valley 
Chapel 7/16/09; Sarah and Chris Wilkerson on the loss of their son, Noah 
Robert Wilkerson born on 6/26/09, who died on 6/30/09, whose service 
was held on Wed. 7/8/09 at First Congregational Church; Sharon & George 
Waterhouse and family on the loss of their grandson, Andrew Jackson 
Waterhouse on 6/23/09 in San Diego, CA.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to… Joe Bair whose Ecclesiastical Council happened 
on July 26 at Community Congregational UCC, 103 Pawnee Avenue, 
Manitou Springs; Lyn Boudreau for passing the scrutiny of the 
Ecclesiastical Council; Kyle Sundman for completing his first solo flight; 
Tom & Gigi Van Egeren on their newest grandson, Henry Thomas. 
 
CONTACT Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or 
jacque@fcucc.org. For more church event details, visit www.fcucc.org.  

J A Z Z  S U N D A Y  &  C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  L I F E  



 

6 

MEN’S RETREAT 
 
Calling all guys of all ages – are you 
interested in spending a Friday 
evening through Saturday afternoon 
at La Foret next midwinter - 
exploring ways to restore your soul?  

 
CPR for the Soul  

Surviving and Thriving in Stressful 
Times 

Men’s Midwinter Retreat 
 

Friday/Saturday Feb. 5/6, 2010 
 

 Planning Meeting 
Sunday, August 9 at 12:30 p.m. 
(right after the second service) in 

the Chapel 
 
In February, Tom Stella will guide us 
through retreat activities that will 
nourish us with CPR for the Soul. 
 
Just as our bodies need to be 
revived from time to time, so do our 
souls. The same problems and 
pressures that create stress and 
make us vulnerable to somatic 
disease can cause us to lose touch 
with the deep spiritual core of our 
being - the sacred center that is our 
truest self. When this occurs we 
become susceptible to illness of 
every sort. CPR (concentration, 
perception, response) for the Soul 
will address a way of living that can 
reduce stress and foster health of 
body, mind, and spirit. 

Tom Stella is an author, chaplain, 
co-founder of Soul-Link, occasional 
Adult Forum speaker, and is widely 
recognized as a spiritual director 
and retreat leader.  

Plus meditative/contemplative time 
in a beautiful, serene setting, 
music, food, fellowship and more! 
 
Contact Dave Seyfert for more 
information or to be put on an email 
distribution list for retreat updates 
(473-5126; daveseyfert1@msn.com) 
and please attend the planning 
meeting to get involved. 

FCC FINANCIAL UPDATE 
By Bruce Warren, Treasurer 
 
This is my monthly report to keep everyone informed on the status of the 
Church’s finances. There is reason for cautious optimism, as Council and 
staff carefully monitor the Church’s revenues and expenses.   
 
Since our announcements about the shortfall on the revenue side and 
number of pledges falling behind in April, May and June, we have added 11 
new electronic giving enrollments (a total of 96 households now give 
electronically), seven new members have pledged, one current member 
submitted a pledge, and 13 members have increased their pledges. At the 
end of June, our pledges received totaled 58% of the 2009 budget for 
pledged revenue, which is consistent with the years 2006-2008. While 
pledged offering is up 6% from 2008, our unpledged and loose offering is 
down 20% ($7,000) from budget. As a result, at the end of June, our actual 
total offerings, pledged and unpledged, were below our budgeted revenue 
by $8,141. 
 
Overall, because our staff is watching expenses closely and because we 
have not filled the Youth and Young Adult Coordinator position for the 
summer and have deferred budgeted raises for Benjamin Broadbent and 
Frank Shelton, budgeted revenues compared to expenses are slightly ahead 
of where we expected them to be. 
 
Council is cautiously optimistic that this trend will continue given the 
outpouring of support we have seen from everyone in our Church 
community. With that faith, we have decided to post a hiring notice for 
the Youth and Young Adult Coordinator position on the basis of a 24-hour 
work week, which will qualify him or her for benefits. We hope to fill the 
job by September 1. That date coincides with the beginning of our program 
year and the return of our youth from summer activities. Given that the 
position will not be a full-time one, we will be able to save about 40% of 
what was budgeted for it for salary and benefits for the remainder of 2009. 
 
While Council has continued to defer the budgeted raises for Benjamin and 
Frank, we intend to review revenues and expenses over each of the next 
several months in the hope that we can retroactively award those raises if 
our finances permit. 
 
None of this would be possible if so many members hadn’t responded so 
positively to help offset the effects of the economic downturn on our 
finances. All of us on Council give you our heartfelt thanks. We will 
continue to let you know where things stand as we head into the second 
half of 2009. 
 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 

M E N ‘ S  R E T R E A T  &  F C C  F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
FOR THE MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
By Scott Huger 
 
The membership committee 
plays an important role in the 
life of FCC. The committee 
oversees the new membership 
process including the inquirer's 
classes, new member 
orientation, and the new 
member joining ceremony. The 
committee is also responsible for 
current members and their 
membership status. 
  
During the past few months, 
several members have had to 
take a break from the 
membership committee, and the 
current chair position becomes 
available in January. The 
membership committee would 
welcome anyone interested in 
taking on a role with the 
committee as well as anyone 
wishing to serve as a chair or a 
co-chair. 
  
If you are interested in helping in 
any capacity, please contact 
Jacque Franklin at 
jacque@fcucc.org or Scott Huger 
at scott@hugergroup.com. 
  
There is an opportunity to learn 
more about the committee by 
attending the next meeting in 
August or helping with the next 
new member joining in 
September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ON THE MOVE: GOD’S GRACE FROM PLACE TO 
PLACE” 
By Del Hokanson 
 
    The 2009 Kids’ Community Summer Sunday School Update 
 
The opportunity to assist the humanitarian Pastors for Peace 
mission to Cuba propagated wonderful momentum for this summer’s 
Kids’ Community theme, but it is only part of a greater global 
outreach. Tapping into the gifts and knowledge available in our 
church community, we have been able to expand links to other 
justice and humanitarian issues in other parts of the world. With 
direct conduits, our children experienced more “realistically and 
personally” the existence of inequities in the world, in the hope of 
building a sense of responsibility to be individuals and more 
powerfully, a part of a community that spreads the message and 
support of a loving God.  
 
We thank all the members who have volunteered to assist over the 
summer, and in particular those who supplied ideas and leadership: 

• Kelli Scarborough for her continuing support in building a 
pen pal connection with children in a small Cambodian 
village. 

• Cyndy Kulp for the program she presented about her 
experiences in Israel. 

• The Prayer Shawl ministry team for teaching our children 
basic knitting techniques so that each child could knit a 
prayerful stitch into a baby’s shawl that will travel with 
Jerusha Goebel when she visits an orphanage in Uganda.  

• Jenny and Andy Finn’s African themed session. 
• Traveling through time also broadened awareness of justice 

and reconciliation journeys. Thanks to Gigi and Ben Holman 
for helping the kids build a justice quilt, based on the 
journey of Harriet Tubman.  

 
The gay pride parade was yet another link to help children witness 
personally, how actions are needed as well as words, to spread 
greater awareness of inequities and help build ways to create a 
more loving Godlike world.  
 
Gratitude to all of you who supported the Pastors for Peace 
program. Over 23 bicycles, dozens of tires, and medical and school 
supplies traveled from FCC to Cuba. The weekly donations to allay 
the costs of next year’s bus also provided a very pragmatic way of 
nurturing children’s participation, confidence and feedback in 
seeing how they really can make a difference.  
 
Bless you all! 
 
 

M E M B E R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  &  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  U P D A T E  
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SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE 
INVESTING AT FCC 
By Ruth Roland 
  
In a May article, Ed Doerffel 
shared information regarding 
the church’s endowment funds. 
This month, we’d like to share 
information about the socially 
responsible investing policies of 
the United Church Foundation, a 
major investment holding of the 
FCC’s Joseph Severn Endowment 
Fund. The following article first 
appeared in the 2008 Annual 
Report of the United Church 
Foundation, and is reprinted 
with permission by Kathryn 
O’Neill, Director of Corporate 
Social Responsibility. 
 
Socially responsible investing 
remains a vital component of the 
service the United Church 
Foundation offers its investors – 
and 2008 proved to be an 
important year in this arena. 
While many investors think of 
socially responsible investing 
primarily in terms of screens that 
exclude companies from a 
portfolio based on the main 
sources of the company’s 
revenue (alcohol, gambling, 
tobacco, weapons), the 
Foundation also engages in 
active shareholding that holds 
the potential to create positive 
change. Working in collaboration 
with ecumenical partners 
through the Interfaith Center on 
Corporate Responsibility (ICCR), 
the Foundation advocates for 
improvements in the governance, 
social, and environmental 
policies of the corporations in 
which we invest. 
 
In 2008, shareholder advocacy in 
the form of shareholder 

resolutions and corporate dialogues highlighted the importance of 
strong corporate policies that support human rights and credible 
business practices –  
 
• In coordination with other faith-based investors and ministries of 

the United Church of Christ, the Foundation strengthened 
dialogues with chocolate manufacturers regarding child labor on 
West African cocoa farms – an ongoing engagement that has 
increased pressure on Mars, nestle, Hershey and other chocolate 
companies, to accept responsibility for their supply chains. 

• Serving an important role in a shareholder engagement with 
Coca-Cola on their operations in water-stressed areas of India, 
the Foundation hosted two meetings between shareholders and 
Coca-Cola representatives. The shareholder group continues to 
advocate for more transparency on the impacts of Coca-Cola 
factories in India, and how they are working to minimize 
inadequate water supplies for families. 

• The Foundation co-filed a shareholder resolution with Chevron, 
asking for a report on the company’s competitive positioning 
and compliance with greenhouse gas regulatory standards in its 
operations and products. 

• Never in more stark relief than in the current economic climate, 
executive compensation practices came under additional fire in 
2008. The Foundation co-filed a shareholder resolution with IBM 
to promote the adoption of a shareholder advisory vote on the 
executive compensation packages of the company’s named 
executive officers. 

 
The Foundation also actively exercises the “power of the proxy” in 
accordance with our Proxy Voting Guidelines. In 2008, the 
Foundation voted more than 300 domestic and global proxies, and 
many issues reflected shareholder resolutions brought before the 
corporations’ investors. Focusing on issues of justice and good 
corporate governance, the guidelines direct the Foundation to use 
proxies to promote greater board diversity, equitable pay structures 
within companies, global and human rights, and more. In 
challenging poor corporate practices, shareholder advocates help 
safeguard a company’s financial performance and enhance the long-
term sustainability of a company’s operations. Attention to more 
than a decade of shareholder opposition to corporate sub-prime 
lending practices, for instance, would have helped prevent many of 
the home foreclosures now occurring, not to mention the failure of 
many of the sub-prime lenders themselves. Our Proxy Voting 
Guidelines remain a “living” document, adapting to new issues and 
new information on best practices. 
 
For nearly 30 years, the Foundation and our ICCR partners have 
actively represented our investors, pushing for positive change to 
create a cleaner, safer and more just world. We look forward to 
continuing this important ministry on behalf of the churches and 
organizations of the United Church of Christ. 

S O C I A L L Y  R E S P O N S I B L E  I N V E S T I N G  A T  F C C 
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MEMBERSHIP: HOW TO 
BECOME A MEMBER 

Article #1 in a series 
By Rev. Jacque Franklin, 
Associate Minister 
 
Since becoming the Associate 
Pastor, one of my duties is to 
support the work of the 
Membership Committee. I have 
found this committee hard 
working and diligent about 
helping attendees become 
members. Since our community 
of faith is made up of diverse 
backgrounds and many 
experiences of membership, I 
thought a series of articles on 
membership to First 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ might be helpful. The 
following article is about the 
process we have for becoming a 
member of this particular 
congregation. 
 
The membership committee 
organizes the joining process. 
The Attendance Pad is passed 
during the worship service to 
record all attendees and 
communications to the office. It 
has a box to check if someone 
“wishes to join.”  An invitation 
to the next Inquirer Class is sent 
from the office to anyone who 
checks the box and wishes to 
join. You don’t need to have 
received an invitation to come to 
this class. 
 
The worship bulletin cites the 
next Inquirer Class in the 
Welcome section of the bulletin 
insert. This class is for people 
who simply want to know more 
about the church and/or who 
want to learn how to join. 
Inquirer Classes happen on the 
3rd Sunday of each month, 10:00-

11:00 a.m. in the Church Library, and are led by members of the 
Membership Committee. Inquirers are asked to fill out a simple 
biographical sheet so the committee can discern your interest and 
invite you to the next New Member Orientation. On the sheet there 
is an option to sign up to receive the church’s monthly online 
newsletter and weekly informational email blast. 
 
New Member Orientation is scheduled three times a year – June, 
September and January. During the orientation, a number of people 
make presentations: 

� The Moderator of the Congregation describes church 
governance 

� The Chair of the Stewardship Committee explains pledging 
� The Lead Pastor shares the background and history of this 

congregation 
� The Associate Pastor shows how to get involved 

 
We have a wonderful lunch, learn more about our denomination, 
the United Church of Christ, and take a historical tour of the 
church. The New Member Joining Ceremony is introduced and 
explained. Sponsors are identified who will introduce New Members 
to the congregation. 
 
The New Member Joining Ceremony happens two weeks after the 
New Member Orientation at the 11:00 a.m. service. New Members 
are asked to come at 10:30 a.m. to receive a nametag and 
boutonniere. Sponsors and New Members sit together in the 
sanctuary. During the ceremony, Sponsors sit with New Members 
and briefly introduce them to the congregation. New Member 
candidates are asked to stand and to answer several questions from 
the Affirmation of Baptism Ceremony, found in The New Century 
Hymnal, page 44. These questions are asked with the understanding 
that each member is allowed the freedom of conscience to define 
and interpret their affirmation of these questions in their own way. 
At the close of the ceremony, the congregation welcomes the New 
Member with a greeting and a certificate of membership.  
 
Next Membership Article – “Who is a Member?” 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

M E M B E R S H I P  :  H O W  T O  B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R 
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“IMMERSING MYSELF” 
AT THE NATIONAL 
SYNOD 
By Del Hokanson 
 
Grand Rapids, Michigan,  
July 29th – August 2nd  
 
Imagine, with me, that you are 
unaware of the umbrella 
organization that First 
Congregational Church belongs 
to. Imagine, with me, that First 
Congregational Church is the 
center of your spiritual universe, 
providing soulful succor, 
intellectual stimulus, and 
meaningful connections and 
values shared with an amazing 
community of diverse people. 
Imagine, with me, that you have 
discovered a loving God!...and 
that you feel that is enough. 
 
But as I write this, I feel I am 
following the call of the Synod 
theme: “immersing myself” more 
fully. I shudder with the 
Christian “evangelical” label and 
its stereotypical implications, 
but having been a part of 4,000 
smiling, friendly, open UCC folk, 
I feel a need to share, dare I say 
“evangelize” openly, the energy 
and love I felt so blessed to have 
experienced. I now feel an 
imperative to expand what I am 
capable of giving.  
 
I have always been a team 
player, but I have limited the 
size of “my realistic” team. I 
truly did not contemplate the 
size team I am a part of, and the 
possibility and RESPONSIBILITY I 
have to that team. I encourage 
you, ACTUALLY I URGE you to 
spend ten minutes and open the 
UCC website, highlight the 
General Synod site, and if 

nothing else, play the Synod wrap up video (and yes, you will see 
Lynn Young in her inimitable style sitting next to our beloved UCC 
General Minister and President for the past 10 years, John Thomas). 
The video captures more than I can with words, but you may be 
able to imagine getting to witness extra and ordinary people, like: 

� Eugene Robinson (Pulitzer Prize winner for coverage of last 
year’s election), who spoke about “honoring diversity as a 
journey and not some destination” and to “celebrate our 
differences, just as we celebrate our unity.”  

� Krista Tippett, NPR’s weekly interviewer of the program 
“Speaking of Faith.” 

� The wheelchair dance company, who defied space and 
limitations with beauty, spirit  and significance. 

� The haunting, earth sounds of Paul Winter, only 5 meters 
away from my seat. 

� Imagine sharing worship with thousands of others, from all 
around the world, with the sounds, vision and the flow of 
water.  Listen to “the electrifying preaching” of the new 
minister of Trinity UCC in Chicago, Otis Moss III, as he 
expounds the power of the COMMA in God’s world. Be in awe 
and rhythm with the hundredfold gospel choir singing with 
forty dancers flowing in white: God’s loving energy igniting 
the soul to move, to connect and to do! 

 
Hence, I encourage you all to discover ways of stretching your 
boundaries to incorporate a sense that you are an integral part of 
the Rocky Mountain Conference. Attend a Conference meeting. 
Check the website. Read cutting edge faith imperatives that guide 
and support our community. Maybe start planning now to try and 
attend the next National Synod in Florida in two years’ time. 
 
I also could not help but think of the parallel metaphor of the 
power of the common man in unifying the value system that 
provided impetus for change in last year’s election. When we 
understand we are a part of something so much bigger, our efforts 
can unify and impact in ways that may, just one day, tip the 
balance, to creating the humanity God has patiently been waiting 
for.   
 
So don’t just imagine. Immerse yourself even more fully than you 
could ever imagine. Discover what it might feel like to “Float in the 
buoyancy of God’s Grace,” and start with stewardship and YOUR 
gifts given via our wonderful First Cong Community. Know that in 
doing so you belong intimately to a universal community that is 
making a difference. God knows, we have work to do! 

N A T I O N A L  S Y N O D  R E P O R T 
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 August Birthdays 
8/1 Marin Broadbent-Bell 

8/2 Oscar Ridings 

8/2 Maggie Santa-Wood 

8/3 Charlotte Akmenkalns 

8/3 Alexandra Lepore 

8/3 Caitlin McKee 

8/3 Chris Shears 

8/4 Kevin Getty 

8/4 Ian Simmons 

8/6 Roger France 

8/6 Nate Hoffman 

8/6 Owen Rumans 

8/7 Gordon McKay 

8/7 Sherry Walker 

8/8 Kaylie Adams 

8/8 Jack Beal 

8/8 Judith Burdick 

8/8 Taylor May 

 8/8 Laury Smith 

8/8 Jeanie Tate 

8/9 Jack Holladay 

8/9 Dylan Kern 

8/9 Brad Yuan 

8/10 Spencer Kellogg 

8/10 Jordan Raines 

8/11 Richard DeBacker 

8/11 Cindy Nath 

8/11 Chris Reimer 

8/12 Jeff Almond 

8/12 Roger Brooks 

8/12 Max Polomka 

8/13 Ila Almond 

8/13 Jan Erickson 

8/13 Jean Hall 

8/13 Rick Shick 

8/13 Sam Knapp 

8/13 Cynthia LeBlanc 

8/13 Peter Rule 

8/14 Charles Barber 

8/14 Brad Broughton 

8/15 Bruce Coriell 

8/15 Lisa Goodwin 
 

Birthdays (Continued) 
8/16 Duncan Burdick 

8/16 Virginia Lee 

8/16 Amy Rice-Jones 

8/16 John Vincent-Morrison 

8/16 Jeffrey Wick 

8/17 Janet Carpenter 

8/18 Kathy Lindeman 

8/18 Alex Steadman 

8/19 Lori Pinello 

8/19 Blake Purinton 

8/20 J.D. Schlipf 

8/20 Polly Strovink 

8/21 Addison Starr-Kerr 

8/22 Jackson Bailey 

8/22 Andrew Baker 

8/23 Dick Bearden 

8/23 Terri Cotton 

8/23 Doug McNinch 

8/24 Kevin Purinton 

8/24 Lucy Shick 

8/25 Bill Stookey 

8/25 Brianna Twigg 

8/25 Kevin Vick 

8/26 Lisa Cook 

8/27 Sheryl Cline 

8/27 Clare Twomey 

8/28 Reagan Grebenstein 

8/28 Pat Patzer 

8/28 Harriet Wallace 

8/28 Jenna Williams 

8/29 Marta McKay 

8/29 Steve Rodriguez 

8/29 Kelly Ryan 

8/29 Ashlen Vana 

8/30 Linda Mooney 

8/31 Aliza Stevens Vick 

  

August Anniversaries 
8/2 Terri & Kris Akse 

8/2 
Caryn & Bryan 
Carruthers 

8/2 Lynne & John Stefonik 

  

August Anniversaries (Continued) 
8/3 Holly DeVore & Chad Glang 

8/3 Ann & Paul Rule 

8/3 Doris & Harold Schwandt 

8/3 Pat & Rick Steffens 

8/4 Brooke Bell & Benjamin Broadbent 

8/7 Phoebe & Ted Belteau 

8/7 Jan & Jim Diers 

8/7 Gail Rogers & Sandy TerMeer 

8/8 Jean & Bill Barton 

8/9 Kathy & Tom Murphy 

8/10 Jennifer & Kris Mack 

8/10 DeLyn & Darcy Martineau 

8/10 Sarah & Chris Wilkerson 

8/11 Barry & Blake Olesen-Phelps 

8/12 Nancy & Tom Wenzlau 

8/13 Natalie & Brent Morris 

8/15 Deborah & John Saxon 

8/17 Sara Flint & Craig Anderson 

8/17 Lorna & Steve Kautz 

8/17 Barbara & Michael McAdams 

8/17 Sylvia & Ulrich Wesche 

8/18 Patty & David Lee 

8/19 Ellie & Bruce Coriell 

8/19 Frances & Bob Tippy 

8/20 Joan Ericson & Jim Matson 

8/21 Julia & David Harris 

8/22 Irma & Bill Budington 

8/22 Gretchen & Bob Howard 

8/22 Kris & Steve Jones 

8/25 Connie & Brian Love 

8/26 Kathy & Ronald Beck 

8/27 Jacque Franklin & Tom Francis 

8/27 Margaret & Robert Murray 

8/27 Celia & John Snyder 

8/28 Peggy Lovelace & David Anderson 

8/28 Lovina & Ted Nace 

8/28 Kelli & G.L. Scarborough 

8/31 Barbara & Josh Bailey 

8/31 Jenny & Mike Bonfiglio 

8/31 Tiffany & John Hauber 

8/31 Jane & Bruce Warren 

  

A U G U S T  B I R T H D A Y S  &  A N N I V E R S A R I E S  
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August Worship – Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
August 2 – Justice & Peace Sunday 

Today Communion is celebrated at both services. The 
Justice & Peace Committee presents pieces of an Irish 
liturgy on the theme of Peace in Israel/Palestine. Rev. 
Broadbent’s sermon is entitled “Land of the Living.” 

August 9 – 10th Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev. Jacque Franklin preaches a sermon on John 6:35 
entitled “Bread of Life.” 

August 16 – Jazz Sunday 
On our annual Jazz Sunday, we will recognize the 60th 
anniversary of Miles Davis’s Kind of Blue, the best-selling 
jazz album of all-time. Rev. Broadbent’s sermon is 
entitled: “Missing It and Getting It.” 

August 23 – Children’s Sunday 
Today marks the culmination of our summer season. The 
children, who have been exploring issues of justice and 
peace in Sunday School, lead worship services today. 

August 30 – Rally Sunday 
Today marks the beginning of the church program year. 
We rally around the life of the church and prepare for 
another Spirit-filled year of spiritual growth and service 
to others. Rev. Broadbent preaches a sermon on the 
Epistle of James entitled “Doers of the Word.” 

Coming in September… 
 
Gathering of the Waters; Taizé Sunday; Stephen Ministry 
Sunday; Mission Fair 
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