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Easter for Mystics 
By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent 
 

   
I donôt know about you, 

but my life has been 
enriched by our Lenten 

practice of discovering 
the writings of the early 

Christian mystics 

through the scholarship 
of our 2010 James W. 

White lecturer, Dr. 
Bernard McGinn. 

 
What has surprised me 

is the practical 

character of the mysticsô 
spiritual teachings. 

Many of us are 
accustomed to 

regarding religious 

people as those who 
live on a completely 

different plane than the 
rest of us. We put 

ñspiritualò people up on 
a pedestal and assume 

they are perfectly 

centered, moral, and 
pure.  

 
When I read Origen of 

Alexandria, Evagrius 

Ponticus, John Cassian, 
Gregory the Great, 

William of St. Thierry, 
or Augustine, I 

encounter people who 

are broken, just like me, 
wondering, just like me,  

and tempted to 
distraction, just like me. 

I am struck by the 
degree to which they 

are able to be honest 

about the matter -of-
factness of their 

humanity and the 

degree to which they 
take seriously their own 

longing for God.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Whenever Easter comes 

around, I notice in my 

mind an anxiety about 
the historicity versus 

mythology of the 
resurrection. Did Jesusô 

bodily resurrection 

really happen or not? 
Does it matter? Should 

it matter? The mystics 
whom we have read 

have a wonderful way 
of leaving good 

questions open. The 

question of whether the 
resurrection really 

happened is not the 
most important 

question to them. 

According to Origenôs 
grammatical reading of 

scripture, we must 
assume that it did and 

move on. The more 

important quest ion is, 
given the reality of the 

empty tomb, what is 
the meaning of the 

risen Christ for those of 
us who long for God 

today? 

According to Origenôs 

moral reading of the 
resurrection accounts, 

we might conclude that 
when we live as if the 

resurrection really 

happened, we become 
people of possibility, 

proclaiming new life in 
the darkest corners of 

our own lives and the 
wider world. According 

to Origenôs mystical 
reading, perhaps the 
empty tomb means that 

Christ inhabits the world 
and, as Hopkins put it, 

that ñChrist plays in ten 

thousand places.ò In 
other words, the Easter 

witness is that God 
lives, now, here, as 

real, or more real than 
any other thing.  

 

Easter is, I believe, the 
doorway through which 

we see God, who is all 
in all, living again, even 

in us. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Responding to Godôs love, 
we are First Congregational 
United Church of Christ, an 
inclusive, ecumenical, and 
spiritual people, who 
through worship, 
education, fellowship, and 
outreach seek to embrace 
the mystery of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is the 
meaning of 
the risen 
Christ for 
those of us 
who long for 
God today? 
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NOTES IN BRIEF  

E-COMMUNICATOR  

 
 
Don't forget - let Richard 

Grebenstein, administrative assistant, 
know that you'd prefer to receive 
your next Communicator 
electronically. Drop him a note to 
that effect at richardg@fcucc.org 
with Opt Out in the subject line. Help 
us save a buck (each issue costs 
about $1 to copy and mail) and a 
tree. Electrons? We've got a million 
(OK, coal-generated electricity is 
another matter).  

SAVE THE DATE! 

 
 
The All-Church Camp Out is Friday, 
August 27th to Sunday, August 29th, 
2010 at La Foret in Black Forest. 
Look for registration details in future 
Communicators. 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL  

 
 
 
And the winner iséHeifer 
International!  
 
A great big thank you to all who 
made Christmas purchases at the 
Mission, Giving & Outreach (MG&O) 
table for Heifer International on 
three Sundays in December. Thirty-
six people/families made a 
meaningful contribution for a total 
amount of $3,600.00. 
  
In order of purchases we bought: 11 
goats, 10 chicks, 9 pigs, 8 
honeybees, 6 sheep,  3 seedlings, 3 
flocks of hope, 3 buffalo, 3 bundles 
of hope, 2 lambs, 1 heifer , 1 duck, 1 
llama, 1 geese/duck, 1 knitting 
basket, and 5 ñas neededò gifts. 
  
Thank you very much. 

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  UCC 

ADULT FORUM  
Meetings are held from 10:00 - 
10:50 A.M. Sunday mornings in the 
Chapel 

April 4th - (Easter Sunday) ï No 
Forum 
 
April 11th - Carol Neel: ñDiscerning 
the Presence of God: Thinking About 
Medieval Mysticsò 
 
April 18th - Brad Marten: ñThe 
Process of Christian Mysticism in 

Spiritual Development: Elements of a 
Forgotten Pathò 
 
April 25th - No Forum ï Bernard 
McGinn speaking during church 
services 
 
For updates, please check the FCC 
web site (www.fcucc.org) and select:  
Opportunities/Adult/Forum Schedule. 

PLYMOUTH CIRCLE  
Plymouth Circle will meet on April 7th 
at 1:00 P.M. in the Foundersô Room. 
Devotions will be given by Sharron 
Waterhouse. Our hostesses will be 
Janice Simonton and Muriel Burnett. 
The program on Ikebana, Japanese 
flower-arranging, will be introduced 
by Janice Simonton. Come and learn 
about flowers and the Japanese 
method of arranging them. Guests 
are welcome to join in for a fun 
afternoon. 
 

BOOK DISCUSSION GROU P 
The FCC Book Discussion Group 
meets quarterly in membersô homes 
to discuss the selected novel. We 

invite anyone who likes to read to 
join us. Typically, we choose one 
book from each of the following 
categories each quarter: 
 
¶ Classic 
¶ Best Seller 
¶ Spiritual/Religious Theme 
¶ Southwestern/Western 

                         
The next meeting will be on Sunday, 
April 18th, at Andy and Judy Kortôs 
home in Monument. Watch the 
church bulletin for details. RSVPs are 
requested for planning purposes for 
the hosts. 

 
Our spiritual selection this year is 
Miracle at St. Anna by James 
McBride, a novel of World War II 
inspired by the famed Buffalo 
soldiers of the all-Black segregated 
82nd Division. It has been described 
as an immensely moving novel full of 
miracles of friendship, salvation, and 
survival. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOO L 

 
BLAST OFF DATES: June 7 th -11 th  
 
Watch for more information and 
registration forms in the coming 
weeks. 
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Youth Ministry 
    By Marta Fioriti, Youth & Young Adult Coordinator 
   

Childrenôs Ministry Updates 
    By Del Hokanson, Education Coordinator 
   
Å Nursery: On Feb 21st we 
honored Charlotte Ady, 
who retired from her 
position as nursery 
attendant. We are grateful 
for Charlotteôs diligent 
service to our community 
for the past four years. 
The hiring process for a 

new attendant is 
underway and we plan to 
announce the successful 
candidate by the end of 
March. 
 

Å The Third Session of 
Sunday School starts on 
March 21st. Thanks to all 
the wonderful volunteers 
who have supported and 
served our children for the 
past session, and for those 
who stepped up for this 

next session. Each person 
brings their gifts to this 
significant ministry of our 
community and is 
supported by a user-
friendly, beautiful Seasons 
of the Spirit  program. 
Please ask a teacher about 
their experience éSunday 

school teachers touch 
eternity! 
 

ÅVacation Bible School: Put 
the following dates on your  
calendar if you are ready to 
blast off on a cosmic 
adventure focusing on 
praising our wonderful, 
incredible, amazing, 
magnificent and awesome 
God! The faith and fun 
journey will bring our 
astronauts into a closer 

relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ. 
Team building, Bible 
stories, physical activities, 
science, and craft projects 
are just part of the 
experience. 
 

Å Holy listening space 
visions: With the 
momentum of Linda 
Margrave and Del 
Hokanson, and the support 
of several FCC members, 
conversations are 
emerging in support of 
refreshing the nursery and 
childrenôs space 
downstairs. Contact Del for 
more information or if you 
would like to be involved 
in the process: 
del@fcucc.org. 

We have created a sacred 
space in The Dwelling 
Place. It is a low round 
table, covered with the 
color of the season, 
markers to doodle, many 
candles to light, bells to 
call us to worship. We also 
have on hand music to 
play and words to read.  
 
Every week we gather in a 

circle on the floor around 
our sacred space. During 
the Lenten season, I have 
read the same scripture 
every week: Matthew 4:1 -
11, ñThen Jesus was led 
up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted.ò 
We count the days that he 
has been in the 
wilderness. We are 
reminded of the length of 
time Jesus is in prayer. 
 
The first week of Lent I 
asked the group what they 

would take into the 
wilderness if they were 
Jesus. Many items were 
listed: chap stick, water, 
food, and an iPod to name 
a few. I su ggested such 
things as a candle to 
symbolize the light of our 
journey, the Bible as the 
word of God, and a journal 
in which to write down our 
prayers. That first week 
we made candle holders 
and prayer beads for our 
home sacred space and 
their rooms. The fo llowing 
week I asked, ñDid anyone 
create a sacred space with 
their candle holders and 
prayer beads?ò One 
person responded, ñYes, in 
my room I got lost in the 
movement of my prayer 
beads.ò 
 
My hope is that this 
Lenten season will 
encourage a different pace 

within our youth ministry, 

our church and our 
families. Perhaps the pace 
of Lent will inspire adults 
working with youth to be 
radical not only in what 
they teach but also, and 
maybe more importantly, 
in how they teach. A youth 
ministry that moves at the 
speed of the marketplace 
will produce Christians 
who experience the faith 
as one more consumer 
item, one more piece of 
information to be 
downloaded and stored 
within an i Pod rotation of 
ideas. My hope is that this 
season will inspire 
volunteers and parents to 
create youth ministry 
infused with the spirit and 
culture of prayer, trust, 
gratitude, and compassion. 
 
Marta Fioriti, Youth and 
Young Adults Coordinator: 
marta@fcucc.org  

ñWe have created a 

sacred space in The 

Dwelling Place.ò 

FCC YOUTH 

 

 

 

BLAST OFF DATES: 
June 7 th  ï June 11 th  
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Footnotes from the Gregg Library 
    By Jeanie Tate, Library Committee Chair 

 

   

 

   

What Exactly is a Parish Nurse? 
    By Nancy Lippincott, Parish Nurse and Health Ministry Committee Chairperson 
   

 

Drum roll please! The Gregg 
Library is ONLINE. Go to the 
churchôs homepage: 
www.fcucc.org, click Gregg 
Library Catalog, and then 
Gregg Library Catalog Search. 
Our page is still ñunder 
constructionò but you can now 
search on the Internet for 
titles, authors, subjects, etc. 
and email your requests to 
the library. A volunteer will 
locate and check out your 
requests, email you, and then 

your books will be waiting in 
the library with your na me on 
them. 
 

Of course, self-check out is 
always available in the library. 
The library computer has a 
very helpful Patron Search 
program which is better than 
the Internet. If you donôt like 
computers, please browse. 
Self-checkout slips are on the 
counter.  
 

A few special people must be 

acknowledged for their 
months invested in this 
project: Julie Jones-Eddy, and 
Phyllis and Elwood White who 
cataloged over 2,000 items 
and Richard Grebenstein and 
John Shada who took us from 
one small computer to the 
world wide web. Weôve more 
surprises to come ï look for 
an open house this summer. 
 

The libraryôs email is: 
library@fcucc.org. 

 

Parish nursing, also called 
faith community nursing, is a 
relatively new specialty 
practice, endorsed by the 
professional American Nursesô 
Association. It centers 
particularly on the care of the 
spirit in the process of 
promoting holistic health and 
preventing or minimizing 
illness in a faith community. 
The parish nurse is an actively 
licensed registered nurse with 
a baccalaureate degree or 
greater and with experience in 
community health. He or she 
uses nursing interventions in 
education, counseling, 
advocacy, referral, utilization 
of a wide variety of 
community resources, and 
training and supervision of 
volunteers. This nurse 
collaborates with many other 
nursing specialties, with 
physicians and other health 
providers, with clergy, and 
with social workers and others 
from a variety of health 
settings to help the members 
of a church achieve the best 
possible physical, emotional, 
and spiritual health. At FCC, 
the nurse is considered a 
professional member of the 
churchôs staff, even though he 
or she is a volunteer. 
 
Parish nurses must adhere to 
the highest standards of 

integrity and ethics, 
confidentiality, commitment to 
nursing care of the 
individual/family, and must 
have special understanding of 
the spiritual beliefs and 
practices of our community. 
Parish nurse basic preparation 
is achieved by an intensive 
course taught in Denver, 
followed by certification. 
 
While most contacts with the 
parish nurse occur at church, 
he or she may visit members 
of the congregation at home, 
in a hospital, in a 
rehabilitation center, in a 
nursing home, at a hospice, or 
while accompanying members 
as they use health services in 
the community. In other 
words, the nurse is quite 
flexible and may even be 
known to share coffee or a 
walk as a way of getting to 
know church members. 
 
The Health Ministry 
Committee, with this nurse as 
the chair, and under the 
guidance of our ministers, is 
bringing to  our congregation a 
variety of educational, care, 
screening, and recreational 
programs which follow the 
original Health Survey and 
which will be expanded in 
ensuing years. We are very 
excited by these possibilities 

and already working on five 
goals: 
Å healthy eating and cooking  
Å having fun while exercising  
Å stress issues (whatôs normal 
and whatôs not) 
Å a sub-committee program to 
provide limited but helpful 
services to those ill or injured, 
or at home for a length of 
time with a  health problem  
Å education in preventing or 
managing cardiovascular 
disease. 
 
As of February the church 
now has first-aid kits in 
strategic places and has 
upcoming classes in April in 
CPR, first-aid, and the AED for 
staff, teachers, and some key 
volunteers. The Cooking 
School was launched on 
March 10th and will continue 
monthly for the next seven 
months. The library is adding 
some useful medical books, 
and rumor has it that there 
may be some line dancing in 
the future. Stay tuned!  
 
If you need to see or t alk with 
our Parish Nurse, Nancy 
Lippincott, RN, just give her a 
call at 332-5528 or contact 
the office. Or, you can often 
find her in the Foundersô 
Room between services, 
getting to know our members, 

even the smallest ones. 

GREGG LIBRARY & PARI SH NURSING  

 

 

ñFaith community nursing 

centers particularly on the 

care of the spirit in the 

process of promoting 

holistic health and 

preventing or minimizing 

illness in a faith 

community.ò 
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Fellowship Hour Report 
    By Jacque Franklin, Associate Minister 
   

 

ESM Mural Painted by Kim Polomka 
    By Jennifer Malensky 
   Have you driven past 

Ecumenical Social Ministries 
(ESM) on the corner of Weber 
and Bijou streets lately?  
 
FCC member Kim Polomka, an 
accomplished professional fine 
artist and muralist, completed 
a new mural for the building 
recently. First Congregational 
Church is one of the 
downtown churches that 
founded and support ESM 
with funding and volunteers.  
 

Kimôs award-winning work 
also graces three other 
buildings in the downtown 
area: the Giddings Loft 
building on North Tejon 
Street, the Mozart@250 
Celebration mural on the In -
Sight Optical building at Pikes 
Peak and Cascade, and the 
Nuevo Casas Grandes Sister 
City mural on the north wall 
of the former Wachovia 
building at Pikes Peak and 
Tejon Streets. He is a 

passionate advocate for public 
art and serves on a variety of 
hospital and library arts 
advisory boards. 
 
Kim, an Australian native, is 
married to ESM Development 
and Communications Director, 
Jennifer Malenky. Along with 
their one-year old son, Max, 
they are proud new members 
of FCC since last June. 
 
Learn more about ESM at 
www.ecusocmin.org. 
 

In February I sent  a survey to 
all committee chairs that 
asked them to poll their 
committees with a concern 
that was brought to the 
Council. The concern was that 
our current system of enlisting 
committees to serve 
fellowship hour is a burden to 
some. The intent is not for 
Fellowship Hour to be a 
burden to anyone. The 
conversation was rich with 
ideas and information. We 
received over 30 responses. 
Out of the 30 responses 
everyone thought that 
Fellowship hour is very 
important to the life of the 
church. Most everyone 
thought t hat snacks were 
important at Fellowship Hour 
to show our hospitality and 
warmth. Many said that the 
snacks should be less 
extravagant and more 
modest. Many of the 
committees like to choose a 
weekend of special interest to 
highlight their committee 
work and consider it part of 
their ministry. Some 
committees are rather small 

and need extra help. When 
people serve on many 
committees it can become 
quite strenuous especially if 
the weekends to serve fall 
one after another. Notes of 
concern around being a peace 
and justice church and 
keeping things simple and 
keeping them ecologically 
ñgreenò were expressed as 
well. It was noted that there 
are others not on a committee 
who want to contribute. Some 
individuals were quite 
comfortable saying no when 
they had contributed already. 
Some individuals are not 
comfortable saying no.  
 
In response to the survey I 
met with Lori Goodwin, 
Fellowship Coordinator, and 
Jane Gazal, Council 
representative for Care and 
Fellowship. We came up with 
several ideas: 1) Jacque to 
report to the leadership 
meeting and encourage 
committee chairs to be 
sensitive to those members 
who may have served too 
many times. Encourage them 

to say no. Ask for help from 
the coordinator if you have 
too few volunteers. 2) Lori to 
enlist a core of ñFellowship 
Angelsò as extras to help with 
small committees, during high 
visitor volume, and on days 
when no committee is 
assigned. 3) Fellowship 
Potluck ï open to any and all 
to bring goodies to Fellowship 
Hour (More details to be 
announced later). 4) Clearer 
guidelines for Fellowship Hour 
including a suggested menu 
and more detailed job 
descriptions. 
 
Thanks to all who participated 
in the survey! I hope it 
stimulated good 
communication among the 
groups who were addressed. 
Living in community can be 
messy but worthwhile ! If you 
have any other 
communication needs around 
Fellowship Hour please email 
Lori Goodwin at 
lgoodwin99@yahoo.com or 
call at 460-2800. 

ñLiving in community 

can be messy but 

worthwhile!ò 

FELLOWSHIP HOUR & ES M MURAL  
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Congregational Life 
    By Rev. Jacque Franklin, Associate Pastor 

 

   

Report from the Capital 
    By Ted Nace 
   

THANK YOU toé Sunday 
Liturgists -  Jerome Carter , 
Chelley Gardner -Smith, 
Ruth Koenigsamen , and 
Jerusha Goebel;   Office 
support volunteers - John 
Shada & Margery Layton, 
Sarah Herbert & Jennifer 
Haven ; Musical Offerings - 
Bells of St. Vrain Choir and 
Chancel Choir for their 
collaboration, Phyllis White 
and the Flute Choir, Joyful 
Noise Childrenôs Choir; 
FCC community for the help 
and support after shoulder 
surgery ï Paul Carpenter; 
Tiffany & John Hauber, 
Beth Garrison -Kemp, and 
Virginia Carlson  for Nursery 
coverage; Community Life 
Committee for Shrove 
Tuesday event and 
volunteers, Kea & Hannah 
Hokanso n , Ethan Bowers , 
Chloe Kiskiras , Molly 
Garrison, Mickella Duffy ï
Webb, Justin La Bard, 
Jillian Sundman, Annika 
Birnbaum  for assisting with 
mask-making; Chaperones  
for the youth ski trip; Taizé 
team  for leading youth in 
worship.  

CONDOLENCES toé family 
and friends of member Joy 
Rucker, who died on Mar 5. 
Memorial Service will be held 
Mar 20, 2:00 P.M. at FCUCC; 
Robert Escobar , whose 
father Felix died Mar 5; 
family and friends of  Eleanor 
Barron Fischer, widow of CC 
professor Dr. William A. 
Fischer, past members of 
FCC, who died on Feb 19 in 
Boulder, CO; Jack Beal on 
the loss of his mother,  
Shirley Beal , on Feb 20; 
Lynn Young , on the loss of 
her aunt; Dick Dolin on the 
loss of his mother in West 
Virginia on Feb 11. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS toé 
our sister congregation, Vista 
Grande UCC , who celebrated 
becoming Open & Affirming 
last Sunday. Thanks to the 
many FCC members who 
attended;  Tom Zakrajsek  
(husband of Susan 
Zakrajsek  and dad of Dylan 
& Madison ) who coached 
Rachael Flatt , U.S. Olympic 
figure skater of Colorado 
Springs; Kim Polomka 
whose mural for Ecumenical 
Social Ministries (NE corner of 

N. Weber and E. Bijou) was 
dedicated last Thursday. 
 

PRAYERS foré Muriel 
Burnett doing PT after a fall; 
Delores Meyers  and family; 
Tamara Bartlett, who had 
surgery after breaking her 
wrist; Rick Smith  recovering 
from a similar surgery; Kelly 
Cain recovering from 
shoulder surgery; Brenda 
Brownôs niece and family 
with health concerns; Angela 
Morganôs Aunt Gretel 
Ulbrich  of Germany who is 
not well; Clare Twomey  and 
Corey Almond  on a Border 
Awareness Trip through 
Catholic Charities; Deidre & 
Sam Schoolcraft  and peace 
for foster children and the 
adoption process; couples 
wanting children; grown 
children leaving home; Lew 
Archer , husband of Jean 
Archer , who broke his hip 
shoveling snow; all who are 
suffering from annoying colds; 
several members who are 
dealing with paperwork, 
finances, and legacies along 
with grief for family members 
who have died. 

Micah 6:8 hit the walls of government on 
February 16th, 2010, at the swearing -in of 
Martha Johnson as the Administrator of the 
General Services Administration.  
 

Martha invited Ted Nace, her father, to hold 
the Bible at the event in the auditorium of 
the GSA Building in Washington.  In the 
absence of Vice-President Biden, John Berry, 
Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management, administering the oath of 

office with Ted holding an open Bible, was 
about to say, ñRaise your right hand,ò 
when Ted interrupted, asking to speak, to 
which Berry agreed. 
 

Ted, holding the Bible and looking out to 
the persons in the standing-room only 
crowd said, ñThe Bible is open to Micah, 
Chapter 6, in the Old Testament. What 
does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness and to walk 

humbly with your God?ò 
 

Then, with her left hand on the open 
Bible and her right hand raised as she 
recited the oath, Martha became the first 
woman to lead this federal agency. 
 

(Ted, a member of the congregation, is a 
retired pastor. Julia Nace, a member, is 
Marthaôs sister.)    
 

 

ñCongratulations to our 

sister congregation, 

Vista Grande UCC , 

who celebrated 

becoming Open & 

Affirming.ò 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE  

 

Worship Artistsô Appreciation Sunday 
    By Frank Shelton, Organist and Director of Music 

On Sunday April 18th we will say thank you 
to the singers, instrumentalists, dancers, 
sanctuary artists, prayer shawl makers, and 
others who have enhanced our worship 
services with their talents. Through music, 
dance and visual art we will focus on the 
many people who so generously offer their 

time and gifts to our worship. Participants 
in the service will include the Joyful Noise 
Children's Choir, the Chancel Choir, the 
OutLoud Men's Chorus, the Flute Choir, the 
Guitar Quartet, and the Bells of St. Vrain. 
 
The Music and Arts Committee will host the 

fellowship hour at which time we can 
all show our appreciation to the more 
than 250 people who contribute so 
much to the life of our church.  
For more information, contact Frank 

Shelton: frank@fcucc.org. 
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Special Music in April 
    By Frank Shelton, Organist and Director of Music 
   

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
    By Teri McCabe, Prayer Shawl Ministry Chairperson 
   

The following article concerns 
the upcoming trip that 
Jerusha Goebel is planning to 
the newly constructed 
ñAggieôs Babiesô Home,ò the 
orphanage which her 
daughter, Paula, has been 
constructing in a Ugandan 
village. Jerusha is a member 
of the Steering Committee of 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry and 
leads the Thursday 
Contemplative knitting/  
crocheting group. She has 
invited our Shawl Ministry to 
be a support group for her 
activities in this village and 
the baby orphanage. We 
made baby blankets and 
teacher scarves in the past 
year and have donated 
materials for the current trip.  
 
Uganda: Traveling Mercies 
I find myself on the precipice 
of excitement and fear. I am 
about to embark on a journey 
to an unknown l and where I 
will have an opportunity to 
bring my knitting and 
crocheting skills into a society 
which hasnôt known of such 
things. My fear of leaving my 
comfort zone is very real but I 
will overcome it with my 
excitement of meeting new 
womenépowerful, prayerful 
women and young girls who 
are anxious to learn anything 
that will help them support 
themselves.   
 
It seems appropriate that my 
daughters Barbara and Paula 
and I will leave on Good 
Friday and arrive in Uganda 
very early in the morning on 
Easter Day. What resurrection 

will God bring about in us? 
What tomb of our spirits will 
be opened to new life? A trip 
like this can change oneôs 
entire perspective on life and 
living. We will be with 900 
orphans, from infants to 15 
year-olds. That in itself seems 
overwhelming. I plan to do 
lots of hugging and holding of 
little ones, painting fingernails 
of little girls and dreaming 
and visioning with older girls 
as I teach them to knit and 
crochet. I plan to take lots of 
pictures to share when I come 
back and hopefully can email 
a few people while Iôm gone. 
 
I have been asked by the 
women of the church which 
supports the orphanage to 
teach them how to knit and 
crochet as well. They have 
seen the blankets and scarves 
our FCC Prayer Shawl Ministry 
has sent to the orphanage 
and they want to learn how to 
make them. I will share with 
them our ministry here and 
perhaps even encourage them 
to begin their own Shawl 
Ministry. The prospects of 
their creativity are endless 
and very exciting. 
 
Thanks to all of you who have 
contributed yarn, needles, 
hooks, buttons, zippers and 
thread to this endeavor. Your 
support of the orphanage 
through FCCôs Mission, Giving 
and Outreach Committee has 
provided the money to furnish 
electricity and plumbing to the 
new infantôs building. Your 
prayers and blessings on the 

baby blankets and teacherôs 
shawls have brought tears of 
gratitude to those who are 
serving at the orphanage. And 
to all the shawl makers at 
FCC, how can I ever express 
my love and thanks for the 
hours you have spent in 
prayer making these small 
treasures for little ones who 
have nothing and teachers 
who give everything for the 
children?  
 
Anne Lamott, in Traveling 
Mercies, says she has two 
favorite prayers, ñHelp me! 
Help me! Help me!ò and 
ñThank you! Thank you! 
Thank you!ò Yes! Thatôs 
where I am. Please pray for 
us as we travel. Iôll be back 
soon with lots of stories.   

  
    
A Blessing of Many 
Available Shawls  
 
After the holidays the shawl 
makers got busy knitting and 
crocheting. So at this time of 
year we find our ministry 
blessed with many shawls 
ready for people who need 
them. They certainly arenôt 
restricted to church members, 
but include anyone you may 
know who needs one because 
they are very ill, are facing a 
difficult time, or are bereaved. 
We make adult shawls, youth 
shawls, and baby blankets. If 
you need one, or someone 
you know needs one, talk with 
Pastor Jacque Franklin, Teri 
McCabe, or call the church 
office at (719) 635 -3549. 
 

April will be a month full of 
music as we celebrate Easter 
and the Easter season. On 
Easter the Chancel Choir and 
Bells of St. Vrain will be joined 
by Brian Margrave, trumpet, 
and Samantha Garrett, French 
horn, to provide joyous music.  
 

Mengyi Cao, a junior music 
minor at Colorado College and 

organ student of Frank 
Shelton, will offer the music of 
Bach and Mendelssohn on 
April 11th. 
 

On April 18th our annual 
Worship Artistsô Appreciation 
Sunday will recognize the 
great amount of talent over 
250 people have offered this 
year to enhance our worship. 

 

Pianist John Saxon will 
provide special music for the 
offertory and postlude on April 
25th. 
 

If you would like to offer 
special music during the 
services, please contact Frank 
Shelton at the church: 635-
3549 or frank@fcucc.org.  

APRILôS SPECIAL MUSIC & PRAYER SHAWL MIN ISTRY  

 

ñI plan to do lots of 

hugging and holding 

little ones, painting 

fingernails of little girls 

and dreaming and 

visioning with older girls 

as I teach them to knit 

and crochet.ò 
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OUR BELOVED FCC 

Our Beloved FCC 
    By Mike Matthews, Marketing Committee  

 

Mike captures beautiful photographs of First Congregational Church ï the building, the congregants, the life of the church 
itself!  We share a sampling of his work here. More photos can be viewed at FCC's Facebook page; keep checking in. 
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome 

Wonder 

W itness 


