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THE COMMUNICATOR

Responding to God'’s love, we are First Congregational United Church of Christ, an
inclusive, ecumenical, and spiritual people, who through worship, education,
fellowship, and outreach seek to embrace the mystery of God.

=5 - 5 *5

By Rev. Benjamin Broadbent

Easter is, by far, the greatest feast of the Christian calendar, of the Christian
life. The Easter story is the story from which the rest of the gospel flows.
Without Easter, there is no Christianity, and no church. For this reason, every
other Sunday during the year is called a “Little Easter,” a day on which we
proclaim “Christ Is Risen” until he comes again.

To proclaim “Christ Is Risen” is to proclaim a new possibility, the possibility
that God, through Christ, has overcome death. The death that has been
overcome includes all the forces of death, including hate, bigotry, racism,
greed, self-righteousness, and chauvinism.

The Easter proclamation provides a new possibility for every aspect of human
life, including human relationship with the earth. If Christ is risen and has
overcome death, our partnership with God as stewards of creation has been
restored and affirmed. Our incessant need to dominate and destroy in order
to bring about material security is called into question.

How do we live out this new Easter possibility today? Begin making changes,
bit by bit. Begin making changes now, making changes boldly, as part of a
global effort to change human relationship with the earth into a relationship
of respect and care.

They are little, but here are some changes I’ve made in the past 12 months:

* Most food | now eat is organic.

* Most light bulbs in our home are now compact fluorescents.

» | stopped shaving as part of my shower, cutting my water
consumption in half.

*=  Most days, | walk or ride to work. | put less than 3000 miles on my
truck in 2008.

» The thermostat has rarely (2-3 times) gone above 64 degrees this
winter.

» Sophia’s diapers are washable.

I’m not bragging, just paying attention to deliberate decisions | hope and
pray will make a difference. I’ve still got a long way to go. Goals for 2009:
» Turn the above-mentioned “mosts” into “virtually alls.”
= Join a CSA (Community-Supported Agriculture) and learn how to like
kale.
» Opt into wind-powered energy for our home.
= Tell my children about specific things | love about the earth.

How do you get from an empty tomb to compact fluorescents? That is the
question to be lived by the modern church. How serendipitous that this
month Easter Sunday is followed by Integrity of Creation Sunday. We are an
Easter people and the astounding fact of the resurrection will influence not
just our relationship with God, but with God’s creation.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
UCC Is AN “OPEN AND
AFFIRMING”
CONGREGATION. WE INVITE
PEOPLE OF EVERY AGE,
RACE, MARITAL STATUS,
SEXUAL ORIENTATION,
GENDER EXPRESSION,
MEANS, ABILITY, AND
SPIRITUAL TRADITION TO
JOIN US IN THE LOVE OF
GOD AND NEIGHBOR
THROUGH CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP, DEDICATION TO
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The Communicator invites articles, notices, and letters relevant to the life of our congregation. Submissions may be edited for length, clarity,
and correctness. Opinions expressed by writers do not necessarily reflect official FCC policy. For the next installment, please make submissions

no later than Friday, April 17", 2009. Article submissions should be 500 words or less. Please use Times New Roman 12-point font and include
your article as a Word attachment in your e-mail message to bjorkrobbins@msn.com.
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NOTES IN BRIEF
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10 - 10:50
Sunday mornings in the Chapel

March 15

Israel & Palestine: Imagining
New Conversations
Benjamin Broadbent

March 22 & 29

Republican Virtue, Social
Darwinism, & Eugenics, an
Etiology of Racism in America
Mark Qualls

(We will not meet on Palm
Sunday, April 5, nor Easter
Sunday, April 12)

April 19

Stewardship & Sustainability:
Our Hope for Sustainability
Howard Drossman, Director of
Environmental Studies, Colorado
College

April 26

Shriners Hospital - Providing
Free Medical Care for Children
Bill Stoner

May 3

Making a Difference - Even in
Difficult Times: Ways to Create
Your Legacy & Preserve the
Future of FCUCC

Pam Shockley-Zalabak,
Chancellor, UCCS & Maurin
Anderson, VP, UCCS/UC
Foundation

May 10 & 17

The Misunderstood Jew, Parts |
&Il

Brad Marten

(in preparation for Dr. Amy-Jill
Levine, James W. White
Endowed Lectureship speaker
June 19-21)

(Last Forum meetings until Fall -
for updates, please check the
FCC web site (www.fcucc.org) -
select Education/Education
Communities/Adults/Forum
Schedule).

(6 0703
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E.D.G.E. (Experience and
Discover God Everywhere) is the
theme of this year’s summer
Vacation Bible School at First
Congregational Church. Using
the metaphor of journeys, the
week will be full of bible stories
supported by adventurous fun
and creative activities enhanced
by music and team building
pedagogies. The program will be
for current kindergarteners
(going into Grade 1 Sept. 2009)
to current Grade 5 (going into
Grade 6 Sept. 2009).

Registration forms and more
information will come. FOR
NOW, put the following dates on
your calendars: June 8" - June
12, with all sessions being from
9 a.m. - noon, except for a full
day Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

0-"0 6/. 6/7
6/ -7/

Do you love to hear the
handbells play during church
services? Would you like to hear
more handbell music? Well
then, you are in the right place,
because there will be a handbell
concert here in the FCUCC
sanctuary on Sunday, May 3, at
4:00 p.m.

Our very own “Bells of Saint
Vrain” choirs will be presenting
special music, joined by Jay
Norman on the clarinet and
Frank Shelton on the organ.
There may be other surprises as
well, so don't miss it!

This is a free concert, open to
the public, so invite your friends
and family to come and hear our
fine handbell choirs!!

689

+LENTEN TAIZE PRAYER+

APRIL 2"°
7:00 P.M.
Readings, Music, and Silence

MAUNDY THURSDAY

APRIL 9™
7:00 P.M.
Service of Tenebrae with
Taizé Music
Foot Washing
Communion

In April
no regular monthly
4™ Thursday Taizé Prayer

"1 —-3.% 6
Plymouth Circle will meet on
Wednesday, April 1%, in the
Founders’ Room, at 1:00 p.m.
Hostesses will be Muriel Burnett
and Janice Simonton. Devotions
are given by Sharron
Waterhouse. The program was
arranged by Sharron
Waterhouse. She invited Lucy
Bell to come and tell us about
her trip to Washington D.C. in
January for the inauguration of
the President. Guests are invited
to come for this interesting
program and fellowship.

Join us Saturday, April 4 at 6
p.m. for a Mediterranean
potluck dinner & great
fellowship at the home of Denise
Ellsworth and Charles Kiskiras.
Contact Denise or Charles at
CKiskiras @earthlink.net (531-
0151) for more information
about this gathering, or POPs in
general. Newcomers are always
welcome.




LIBRARY FOOTNOTES & AMY-JILL LEVINE
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It doesn’t get any better - more
new books and hopefully a
workable “game plan” for
automating our library. First the
books -for those who are on a long
waiting list at PPLD, we have
Egan’s The Worst Hard Time. It’s a
National Book Award winner, the
story of American Dust Bowl
survivors. On the contemplative
side, consider Prayer Shawl
Companion and Kathleen Norris’s
Acedia and Me: A Marriage,
Monks, and a Writer’s Life,
particularly apt reading for Lenten
season. Karen Armstrong’s The
Bible: a Biography is amazing;
somehow in one small book she
goes from Abraham to the West
Bank - from the oral to the
written, to translations and
arguments and finally to the
agendas. Bob Murray, one of our
own, has published his second
book, Memories of the New
Frontier. The book spans seven
generations in Bob and Marge’s
families and is a fascinating
recount of life in Colorado fifty
years ago-- uranium mines,
courtrooms, family, and even that
church on St. Vrain. Remember,
all books written by members of
our congregation wear a bright
yellow sticker on their spines.

Our plans for making the Gregg
Library available online have a
much needed shot of adrenaline.
Dave Everly, who worked with
Frank Shelton in automating the
music library, is working with the
Library committee on ways to get
this “show on the road.” We may
get there after all.
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By Joe Pickle, Lecture Committee

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine is the James Wilden White Lecturer for 2009.

She is a self-described "Yankee Jewish feminist who teaches in a
predominantly Protestant divinity school in the buckle of the Bible
Belt,” who “combines historical-critical rigor, literary-critical
sensitivity, and a frequent dash of humor with a commitment to
eliminating anti-Jewish, sexist, and homophobic theologies.”

Any more questions?
Incidentally,

Amy-Jill Levine is E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of
New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University Divinity School,
Graduate Department of Religion, and Program in Jewish Studies.

A scholar of international reputation, Professor Levine has been
awarded grants from the Mellon Foundation, the National Endowment
for the Humanities, and the American Council of Learned Societies.
Her most recent publications include The Misunderstood Jew: The
Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus, the edited collection, The
Historical Jesus in Context, and the fourteen-volume edited series,
Feminist Companions to the New Testament and Early Christian
Writings (Continuum).

A gifted and inspiring teacher, she has recorded the "Introduction
to the Old Testament,” "Great Figures of the Old Testament,” and
"Great Figures of the New Testament" for the Teaching Company's
Great Lecture series.

A lively, provocative and popular public speaker, Dr. Levine
challenges churches and synagogues and a wider community to seek
deeper knowledge as the basis of wider understanding.

We are excited! You will be, too!
! & % #C #

Friday, June 19, 7:30 p.m.
Shove Chapel, Colorado College
James Wilden White Lecture
“Family Values: What Do the Gospels Really Say?”

Saturday, June 20
First Congregational U.C.C.
Sibling Rivalry: Studies in Biblical Texts
9:00 a.m.
“Mary and Martha”
1:00 p.m.
“The Prodigal Son and the Responsible Brother”

Sunday, June 21
Professor Levine will speak at both Worship Services

SAVE THESE DATES!




MICAH SI1X , TAIZE & SINGING , & APRIL MusiIc
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The 9" annual Micah six event is
coming, April 26 at 5 p.m. in the
Founders Room. Tickets will be on
sale after services on March 29,
April 6, and April 20. The price will
be announced at a later date.

Guest speaker is Miguel de la Torre
of Iliff Theological Seminary. Dr. De
la Torre has titled his address
“Trails of Terror: Immigration from
the Perspective of the
Undocumented.” Many seminarians
from our congregation have been
inspired by his passion for justice.

The prime feature for the dinner are
the awards given to members and
friends, who are nominated by you.
Criteria for your nominees are
individuals who work and witness in
the light of Micah Six “What does
the Lord require of you but to do
justice, love kindness and walk
humbly with God?” Nomination
guidelines and nomination forms,
with a pastoral letter are published
on FCC’s website; fccucc.org.
Nomination forms are due in the
Justice and Peace mailbox in the
Church’s office by Sunday, April 12
(Easter) by the close of the last
worship service. A small group of
J&P members will choose the
finalists.

Please nominate notable witnesses
for justice, kindness, and humble
walkers with God; purchase your
dinner tickets, or, for a
complimentary meal, please
volunteer to be servers, table
setters or dishwashers. Contact
persons are Arnie Sparnins (686-
7441) or Paul Carpenter (520-1668).
The number of diners is limited to
80. Last year we exceeded 80
diners. Nursery care will be provided
for little ones.

"8GH ® - 8 8 By Frank Shelton

Throughout Lent First Congregational United Church of Christ has been
offering a Thursday evening service in the style of Taizé prayer at 7 p.m.
in the sanctuary. The service incorporates readings, silence, prayers and
the singing of songs.

Singing is one of the basic components of our Sunday morning worship.
Similarly, singing is an integral part of a Taizé service. Unlike hymns with
many words which focus on the scripture and sermon of a given Sunday,
the songs of Taizé are short, simple melodies with few words.

The introduction to the collection of Taizé songs Taizé: Songs for
Prayer aptly summarizes the purpose of singing in Taizé worship. "Short
songs, repeated again and again give [Taizé worship] a meditative
character. Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of faith,
quickly grasped by the mind. As the words are sung over many times, this
reality gradually penetrates the whole being.” This simplicity allows the
worshipper to "deepen down" into prayer and mediation while singing. A
goal of singing, then, is for all to "sing as one voice, with one heart."

The songs of Taizé are meant as a means to facilitate worship and
meditation. In many ways, the singing of the songs is similar to the
recitation of the psalms. Everyone strives to create a single communal
voice. Worshippers, thus, do not "perform” the music, but sing together as
an act of prayer. For this reason, notated music is provided in each
bulletin at every service to encourage all worshipers to sing from the heart
as "one". The notated music also allows worshippers to add harmony to the
melodies as the repetition of the songs continues.

The Taizé website (www.Taizé.fr/en) offers a further description of
the importance of songs. "These songs also sustain personal prayer.
Through them, little by little, our being finds an inner unity in God. They
can continue in the silence of our hearts when we are at work, speaking
with others or resting. In this way prayer and daily life are united. They
allow us to keep on praying even when we are unaware of it, in the silence
of our hearts.

All our invited to join in our Lenten and Holy Week Taizé services on
Thursday, April 2 and Thursday April 9 (Maundy Thursday) at 7 p.m. to
experience this meaningful form of worship. Check the website
www.fcucc.org for a complete listing of Taizé services for 2009.

+1 8 8 "358 ByFrank Shelton

During April we will transition from Lent to Easter with a wide variety
of music. On Palm Sunday (April 5) the Joyful Noise Children's Choir will
sing "Now Jesus Went into the Garden" at the 9 a.m. service and the
Chancel Choir will offer Mueller's "When | Survey the Wondrous Cross.” We
will celebrate Easter (April 12) with trumpet at all services and the Bells of
St. Vrain and the Chancel Choir at the 9:30 and 11 a.m. services. The
Chancel Choir will celebrate by singing the "Hallelujah Chorus” from
Handel's "Messiah”. On Sunday, {April 19) Brian Hofflander will offer a very
special interpretation of a J.S. Bach cello suite at both services. The
Chancel Choir will sing an arrangement of the spiritual "Give me Jesus."
April 26 will be our annual Worship Artists Appreciation Sunday. We will
celebrate the multitude of talent at the church with music and dance
provided by the Joyful Noise Children's Choir, Chancel Choir, Bells of St.
Vrain, Guitar Quartet and dancers. The Music and Arts Committee will host
a Festive Fellowship Hour to honor the many worship artists who have
offered their talents to our worship services throughout the year.
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SHARE THE SPIRIT & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
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Plymouth Circle members filled 100
Christmas stockings for the Salvation
Army last December. These stock-
ings are given to needy children in
El Paso County. Each stocking is
filled with new merchandise.

There is going to be a greater need
this year. We are asking the
congregation to help out with this
project. When you are shopping
from now through November, think
abut picking up small inexpensive
items that would fit in a 5x14 size
Christmas stocking.

Suggested items (toothpaste &
toothbrushes are good for all ages):

Ages 0-2, Boys & Girls: Teething
toys, rattles, bibs, socks, knit caps,
bottles, baby wash, washcloths,
Baby Einstein Toys, receiving
blankets.

Ages 3-5, Boys & Girls: Large
crayons, gloves, hats, Play Dough
(small jars), sm. trucks, sm. dolls,
dinosaurs.

Ages 6-8, Boys & Girls: School
supplies (i.e., rulers, pencils, glue,
crayons, markers, etc.), socks,
gloves, and caps. Girls: bubble bath,
sm. dolls. Boys: baseball cards, sm.
cars, trucks.

Ages 9-13, Boys & Girls: School
supplies, gloves, cap, card games,
socks, watches. Boys: wallets,
baseball cards. Girls: hair grooming
items, diary.

Ages 14-18, Girls: soap, make-up,
gloves, hat, nail supplies,
deodorant, shampoo & rinse,
McDonald’s certificates ($5),
Sudoku/Wordsearch. Boys: Baseball
cards, deodorant, shampoo, razor,
after-shave, socks, nail clippers,
gloves, hat, McDonald’s certificates,
Sudoku/Wordsearch.

We’ll start collecting items in
September. If you have any
questions please contact Sharron
Waterhouse, Marian Giese or Kathy
Kreps. We thank you for sharing the
spirit.
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(IHN) food prep and hosts - | < !: ) <3 "
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| for assisting in worship; ! for hosting
Shrove Tuesday Supper; * J -/ W/ who made the
Ash Wednesday service special for everyone; % % ! for prayers -
5 ! c ; 1 and * for assisting in last

Sunday’s worship; $ ) for the musical offering; K
I and other adults that made the confirmation retreat a success;
for his inspiring children’s message.

35"D 5 J1 home after being hospitalized in
Philadelphia" recovering from surgery; ! Ion
their travels to China to pick up their new baby girl; 5 % 3 (

C I who broke her ankle; + ! for cataract surgery;

C home after surgery" : +% % on his move to Arvada; #

; 7  recuperating from back surgery; r- home from
hospital; + 1L brother, 1<in hospice care; * ; C
recuperating at home; J - <# - L brother, diagnosed with
cancer; ; $ % recovering from hip surgery; re ,

% : L mother, with health concerns; # * ;7 recovering
from back surgery; # ; 7  with health concerns.

4 -4 F; +
+ ) of AZ, services were held in the Chapel ,

and family on the loss of her daughter,
1:00 p.m.,

3/16/09;3 % % % 5 community on the sudden loss of

5 1 ; , student and friend of # : ; J1

who lost his brother + 11 ,on 3/3/09; 1 / and
other United Methodist clergy who are grieving the deathof 5 $ ,
colleague and friend; the family and friends of $ , 5 1% L

father, who died on 2/5/09; services were held at Sunrise Assisted Living
on 2/9/09.

4 5% 1" 84 ST ! on her art exhibit at ARTSpace
Gallery; 7 for winning the NAACP Community Partner
Award (the Centennial Freedom Gala Award Ceremony was held on 2/21);

7 J on accepting a call to Bay Shore Community UCC, Long Beach,

CA; C and - 1 J for displaying artwork at the Student
Art Gallery(PPCC).
4 T 5 ))A# UM J , Associate Pastor, at 635-3549, or

jacque@fcucc.org. For more church event details, visit www.fcucc.org.

UNITED CHURCH
OF CHRIS




NURSERY UPDATES

, ABUNDANCE , & STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE
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If you are around the nursery,
please welcome to the FCC
community, our most recently hired
part time staff members. Our
nursery team currently consists of

e Charlotte Ady

* Anne Stefonik

e Linda Margrave

» Spencer Kellogg

» Kayla Schroeder
With a team of 5 wonderful
attendants, our families are
supported and blessed with a broad
range of gifts and experience that
all the attendants bring to our
community. Teaming also provides
more support and flexibility for the
staff to meet the schedule reliably.
A Nursery Handbook has also been
drafted to provide thoughtful and
consistent expectations surrounding
the nursery environment.

Parents also have evolving
responsibilities pertaining to the
nursery environment:

i. Signing in your child is imperative.
The same person must also sign out
the child, unless indication is made
to the attendants at the time of sign
in.

ii. Nursery care is available for
children 0-3 years of age each Sun-
day from 8:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
iii. If care is desired for other
church events, please check:

a) That the event is offering
support care.

b) Please contact the front
office or Del Hokanson a WEEK in
advance to assist with organizational
details.

c) With prior contact, we lessen
the need to turn families away at
the door in order to adhere to Risk
Reduction Guidelines.

We are grateful for the annual
pledges provided by the FCC
community, enabling this service to
be available for the community.

Contact: Del@fcucc.org or
Office@fcucc.org.

"1c: & = 4 " 15
By Nancy Ekberg Tynan

Having passed through the Christmas season for the first time without
my mother, | felt bittersweet while hanging one of my favorite ornaments
on our tree. It is a small, slender, red felt figure of a young woman on tiny
wooden skis with toothpick-like ski poles in red-mittened hands with scarf
and felt stocking hat, given to me at age 25 by my mother well before our
boys were born. She knew how much | love cross-country skiing and winter
picnics with bonfires, and told me the red felt figure reminded her of me
on my Swedish skis.

Watching the bright red skier dangle on the fragrant soft green needles
made me long to be out on the snow with my husband, Dan. | realized we
hadn’t been out skiing even once this entire season because we were too
busy with not enough time in our schedules, we thought. Then | recalled
Lynne Twist’s words about scarcity. She reminds us that we each have the
choice in any setting to step back and let go of the mindset of scarcity. In
letting go of scarcity we can discover or rediscover, in my case, the
“surprising truth of sufficiency,” of having “enough,” even enough time.

Dan and | made plans with our son, Tim, to go skiing that very next
weekend, even while hearing that there was not enough snow to make it
worthwhile. As we strapped our cross-country skis onto our boots, | threw
back a length of my scarf and tugged on my stocking hat and mittens,
ready to glide through the spicy needled trees with my favorite companion
in life, Dan.

We had the best day of skiing in years with clear blue skies, powdery
snow that sparkled, and the pass nearly to ourselves. There was enough of
everything—time, sunshine, clean air, and each other—true abundance. As
Lynne Twist states, “abundance is a fact of nature. It is a fundamental law
of nature, that there is enough and it is finite. Its finiteness is no threat; it
creates a more accurate relationship that commands respect, reverence,
and managing those resources with the knowledge that they are precious
and in ways that do the most good...”

As we coasted smoothly down the pass, | tried to go as slowly as
possible to savor each breath and curve of the trail. Singing all our old
songs together on the way home filled us both up with what I’ve always
called “good cheap fun.” And we still know how to do that. | have great
respect for those resources. May we always remember what resources are
right at our fingertips. | could feel my mother’s presence in the mountains
that day, in a precious and living ornament come to life.

3; +8¢§ 5D13:-

We congratulate eight new Stephen Ministers on completing 50 hours
of Christian lay care-giving training. Sunday, March 15, - ) ,
5 <# # < I /<1 '1 /<5%

C< + C <and % were commissioned as Stephen
Ministers, presented with their certificate of completion, and their
Stephen Ministry pins. By April these new Stephen Ministers will be
assigned care-receivers. They will meet with their care-receivers weekly
for about an hour easing the trials of life by offering spiritual
companionship. If you are interested in meeting with a Stephen Minister,
or becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact the church office with your
interest. We are also looking for people who believe in this ministry and
are willing to train as Stephen Leaders to guide us into the future.




MuUsIC FOR MIsSSION MEDICAL , PLANNED GIVING , & ONA REPORT
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Come enjoy an evening of music
and fun . . .

+ =+ % o+ + % >

Joe Uveges - N C

! + 1
O/A A

996 8

Joe has graced the local folk and
acoustic music scene for two
decades. His own songwriting
coupled with his guitar and
warm baritone voice result in a
compelling and sometimes
spiritual effect.

%J  in advance for $12 or $15
at the door. Call 599-7976, 227-
8648, or email
missionevent@yahoo.com

Location: Broadmoor Community
Church, 315 Lake Avenue,
Colorado Springs, CO 80906

This event is a fundraiser
benefiting the Mission Medical
Clinic which provides free
medical, dental, psychological,
and pharmacy services to low
income local residents without
health insurance.

[Broadmoor Community Church is an
accessible facility]

3" 8§ 45 ; 115 3§ 41 ; &+
The Planned Giving Committee of First Congregational Church is charged
with developing a ministry by which our community of faith is assisted in
responding to God’s generosity in holistic and faithful ways as Christian
stewards. We are endeavoring to accomplish this charge by enabling
individuals to make sound financial plans that take into account their own
needs and those of family, as well as commitments to church and

charities.

We recognize that some people are reluctant to seek assistance in dealing
with financial matters; therefore, we will be providing several helpful
forums this Spring to provide you with valuable information.

On Thursday, April 23 at 6:30 p.m., and again on Thursday, April 30 at 6:30
p.m., First Congregational Church will be conducting a 45-minute Estate
Planning Conference Call specifically designed for our church members and
friends. This is not a fund-raising event or appeal nor a solicitation for First
Congregational Church. This is designed to provide help, information, and
counsel to you. We have asked Dave Keesling, co-founder of
PhilanthroCorp, the church’s planned giving resource, to join with us on
the call. Dave will also be available to talk with you personally and
privately after the call regarding any specific questions you may have. You
may participate in this conference call from your own home, and select
the date that is most convenient to you.

Please join us for this call. To participate, please 5 3 # + <
by /7 at 955-2125, or by ( at Jennifer@plannedgift.com.

On Sunday, May 3 at 9:00 a.m., church member Pam Shockley-Zalabak,
Chancellor of UCCS, and Maurin Anderson, Vice President for UCCS, CU
Foundation, will address the Adult Forum on the topic of “Making a
Difference - Even in Difficult Times: Ways to Create Your Legacy &
Preserve the Future of FCUCC.” Please join us to listen to and learn from
these two visionary women who are making such a positive impact on the
future of the Colorado Springs community.
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The ONA Committee met on Feb. 22. In attendance were John Shada, John
Vigne, Erik Martin, Deidre Schoolcraft and Rev. Diane Martin, new chair of
the committee. Among the things discussed were:

1) Whether we should gather primarily around tasks and events, or
whether we should have regularly-scheduled monthly meetings.

2) The need for child care when we do meet.

3) The feeling that FCUCC has "arrived" as an ONA church—and the
counterpoint that there is still much work to do, both in our congregation
and in support of others.

4) The fact that our church's ONA statement includes a wide variety of
"people groups,” many of whom we are not reaching as well as we could

(ONA continued on Page 10...)




CAPITOL PROJECT PROGRESS & GRANDMOTHER BEATRICE
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By Janet Carpenter, Project
Management Team

After what seems like
forever, the scaffolding in the
sanctuary is now gone and the pew
cushions have been returned.
Ahhhh! The lingering question,
however, is “Why didn’t we paint
the sanctuary interior as long as the
scaffolding was in place?”

The Project Management Team
(PMT), in consultation with the State
Historical Fund, has worked
diligently these past few years to
restore the historic beauty of our
building’s exterior. The presence of
the scaffolding in the sanctuary has
been there in connection with
window restoration, part of the
exterior plan.

We wish to continue our
relationship with the State Historical
Fund (SHF) as we anticipate the
interior restoration. Before we can
move forward, it will be necessary
to submit detailed plans to the SHF
for what we propose to
accomplish. Our architect, Tim
Stroh, is currently assessing needed
repairs and restoration as well as
preparing plans and anticipated
costs for the entire historic interior.

Included in this work will be
plaster repair, removal and/or
imbedding exposed and/ or defunct
electrical conduit, and paint
scraping to determine historic wall
colors. Many other concerns are
described on the Founders’ Room
large bulletin board. Please spend
some time reviewing this board to
be better informed as to the
extensive nature of interior needs.

As with all completed projects
as well as those underway and
anticipated in the future, funding
and detailed plans have been or will
be submitted to Council for
members’ discussion, modification if
recommended, and approval. Only
then our team seeks bids for the
work to be done and also prepares
grant applications. All applications

must be signed by Council Presidents as "legal owner” of the facility. Lee
Lehmkuhl currently serves on Council as PMT liaison in addition to being a
member of PMT.

Rest assured (in the comfort of the pew cushions) that the PMT’s work
continues. The good news is that it may be a year or more before we have
to contend with scaffolding again for the interior projects. The bad news is
that it may be a year or more before the sanctuary will be painted.

As details emerge the PMT will continue to seek funding from outside
agencies and, along with Council, promises to keep you, the congregation,
informed. We are sincerely thankful for your patience and positive support
to date.
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By Rhonda Cordonnier
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From the Vatican to Dharamsala, through the rivers of the Amazon, to
the wonders of Barcelona, Beatrice Weasel Bear Long Visitor Holy Dance
(Oglala Lakota) has traveled on a mission all around the world. Beatrice is
an amazingly spry, 82-year old Grandmother who lives on the Lakota
Reservation in South Dakota. Her most recent trip was to New York in
March of 2009 to speak at the United Nations.

Beatrice’s mission is one she shares with 12 other female elders who
together form the International Council of the Thirteen Indigenous
Grandmothers. They are women of prayer and women of action who
regularly travel the globe to bear witness to the wounds of people and of
the Earth. This Council is comprised of women from the Arctic Circle,
North, South, and Central America, Africa, and Asia, represents a global
alliance of prayer, education, and healing. Beatrice was chosen to be part
of this council because of her Oglala Lakota heritage and her spiritual life
experience as Midwife, public health nurse, traditional herbalist and
healer, ceremonial leader and, of course, grandmother of many great-
grandchildren. These grandmothers seek to increase knowledge of
indigenous culture, traditional medicine, a connection with Mother Earth
and peaceful solutions to the world’s problems. The Grandmothers Council
has been honored with the Courage of Conscience award from the Peace
Abbey, in conjunction with The Chaplaincy Institute for Arts and Interfaith
Ministries. This award has been given to peacekeepers and activists such as
Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama, and Rosa Parks, among others.

While on a Pilgrimage, Beatrice’s message is quite simple in concept.
It is a message of Love, Peace, Healing, Forgiveness and the Grace of God.
She shares with others the spiritual aspect of environmental and social
justice networking.

It is with great honor that we welcome Beatrice to First Congregational
Church on April 19", Beatrice will inspire us just as she has so many
people around the globe. She is a rare treasure in God’s garden who
answered a call to provide messages through education and prayer that
give voice to God’s love for all people. Please plan to join us in the Library
on Sunday the 19" of April from 11:00 - 12:00. Visit with Beatrice...enjoy
a brief presentation...share in her journey...come with questions, thought,
and most of all, open hearts.

Contact Rhonda Cordonnier for more information: 272-0508.




MISSION GIVING & OUTREACH MOMENT & ONA REPORT (CONT.)
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By Mary Hope

Where does the money donated to
our church’s Mission Giving and
Outreach budget go? As you
probably know, amounts pledged or
given to MG&O are separate from
First Congregational Church’s local
operating budget. Monies donated to
MGE&O are used to support local,
national and worldwide charitable
causes. The MG&O Committee also
provides opportunities for hands-on
involvement in community service
projects. Many of the local
community service organizations
with volunteer opportunities were
showcased at the Mission Fair in
November 2008.

LOCAL PROJECTS receiving 2008
MG&O funds included the following:

*Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM) -
emergency assistance to low income
people in El Paso County, including
food, rent assistance, prescriptions
laundry, eyeglasses transportation
clothes and job training.

*CASA - volunteer advocates and
funding for legal expenses for
children

*Acacia Hotel - funding and
volunteers for serving nourishing
Sunday meals to seniors

*S-CAP - provides support and hope
for persons with HIV/AIDS

*TESSA - a safe house for battered
women and children

*Partners in Housing - provides 2
years of transitional housing as a
bridge to permanent housing
*Greccio Housing - develops
affordable rental housing for the
working homeless and others in need
*Westside Cares - emergency
assistance for low income people
*SET - a network of health/human
services for low income people
*Mission Medical Clinic - medical
services for low income and
uninsured people

*Inside Out Youth Services -
educate, empower and advocate for

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender youth; food pantry

*Marian House - serving meals to the homeless

*Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) - short-term housing and meals for
homeless families; FCC also is one of the hosts for this group

*Habitat for Humanity (Pikes Peak region) - building houses for the
homeless with volunteer labor and donated materials

NON-LOCALPROJECTS receiving 2008 MG&O funds included the following:

*Kisumu Hospice - partnering in sub-Saharan Africa for those affected by
HIV/AIDS to have access to quality palliative and end-of-life care

*La Puente Home in Alamosa - an emergency shelter and community thrift
store

*Heifer International - providing poor people with farm animals
*Dille-Dunbar Fund - building schools for young women in Angola, Africa
*Melel Xojobal - education for indigenous people in San Cristobal de La
Casa, Chiapas, Mexico to improve quality of life.

*Kisumu Children’s Foundation - providing an all volunteer effort to make a
difference with the overwhelming problems of disease and poverty in
Africa.

MG&O also gave financial support to UCC Seminaries in Chicago, the Twin
Cities, and St. Louis, as well as seminary students in our own congregation.
Special contributions were made to victims of the China earthquake and
Pastors for Peace.

A large part of MG&O’s budget goes to Basic Support. Basic Support is
divided between the Rocky Mountain Conference of the UCC and the UCC
National & World Ministry. This Basic Support helps fund administrative
costs, and charitable efforts in development, evangelism and advocacy for
justice and human rights. It also provides services to new and local
churches.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR CHURCH’S MISSION
GIVING AND OUTREACH EFFORTS!

(ONA Continued from Page 8...)
5) The need for the ONA "way" to be infused into all groups and
committees of this church; we are not an isolated effort working by
ourselves on "our” issue.
6) The need for identity, goals, priorities as a committee.
7) The need for mainline/denominational Christians to be able to
articulate an apologetic/explanation for their views on LGBT issues. (The
folks who feel differently certainly can articulate their reasons!) In this
vein, we talked about showing the documentary For the Bible Tells Me So
sometime at church. We have ordered a copy so the church can own it and
have access to it at any time. The video is 99 minutes long. We need to
discuss whether it would "show” well in two (or even three) sessions
(possibly Adult Forum?) or whether we need to schedule it as a separate
event.
8) The need to get busy planning our part in PrideFest, which is July 19
this year. Is what we've done in the past the best idea for our group? Is
there a more effective way to be involved? This will certainly be a major
topic of discussion during our April meeting, as this is a priority event for
our congregation!

The ONA Committee will meet again on (ONA continued on Page 11...)
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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4/1
4/1
4/1
4/1
4/2
4/3
4/3
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/5
4/6
4/6
4/6
4/6
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/8
4/9

4/11
4/11
4/11
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/12
4/13
4/13
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/15
4/16
4/17
4/17
4/18
4/18
4/18

Spencer Hallenbeck
Emerson Hauber
Steve Jones
Christine Simmons
Evan Latimer
Don Dodson
Ramsey Haefner
Teri McCabe
Robert Murray
Eileah Morris
Abigail Bean
Dakota Malacara
Muriel Burnett
Bill Knapp
Harriet Raymond
Maylea Williams
Emma Bregman
Theresa Estebo
Janeal Jordan
Emely Carman
Louis Hoffman
Derek Krehbiel
Joe Pickle

Lydia Downs

Lisa Bailey

Karl Mason
Judith Rice-Jones
Sharon Beltracchi
Lois Benson

Colin Clark
Natalie Morris
Dalila Walker
Todd Beltracchi
Colin Downs

Ellie Hoffman
Joshua Bridgmon
Rachel McLaughlin
Doris Schwandt
Emily Elkins
Eydie Elkins
Wilber Fulker
Karol Finch
Amanda Johnson
Christian Malacara

4/18
4/19
4/19
4/19
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30
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Barry Olesen-Phelps
Laurel Ashburn
Bruce Sage

Katie Tougas
Beth Reasoner
B.J. Clark

Joan Hance
Timothy Tougas
Shannon Pease-Dodson
Michael Haven
Jennifer Mack
David Nath

AJ Olesen-Phelps
Gordon Riegel
Bill Mendell
Greg Baker
Ralph Everett
Lorna Kautz

K E Peace

Claire Flint-Anderson
Marianna Fox
Julie Andrews
Judy Pickle

Karin Tollefson
Lance Tressler
Don Wick

Brooke Bell
Julian Ciampa
Amelia Kemp
Marty Wolf
Kennan Cole

I/ - )
4/2 Rosemary & Richard DeBacker
4/2 Cindy & Jack Donovan
4/2 Kathy & Burl Kreps

4/3 Jeannine & Jim Bramwell
4/4 Lois & Mike Matthews

4/6 Karen & Ezra Moreland

4/9 Cyndy & Jeff Kulp
4/10 Scott & Marni Huger
4/11 Barbara & Robert Carlton
4/13 Nancy & Tomas Dawson
4/13 Lynn Liggett & Karl Mason
4/15 Heatherlyn & Louis Hoffman
4/18 Theresa Estebo & Allen Burns
4/21 Pam & Lee Lehmkuhl
4/22 Blake & Rick Purinton
4/30 Nancy Briley & Lisa Poffenberger

(ONA continued from Page 10...)

the fourth Sunday of April. That's the
26™, two weeks after Easter, and we
invite any who are interested. We will
have child care for all who need it. If
you do need child care, please let Diane
know by Easter how many children and
their ages. On the 26", we’ll start
gathering in the Library at 12:15 and
start our meeting by 12:30 at the latest.
Bring snacks to share, if you'd like.

We are gathering our participant
lists and would like to know who would
like to be:

1) a member of this committee—
someone who attends as many of the
called meetings as possible, is in on the
decision-making and planning of events,
and receives email notices about other
ways to get involved, or

2) just a friend of the committee—
someone who learns later about what is
decided at the meetings, is invited to
help out with events if available, and
receives the same email updates the
members receive.

Please mark April 26 & July 19 on
your calendars. Please let us know if you
want to be a member or a friend of the
committee. Please consider attending
the April meeting if you want to be
either. Please pray for God's continued
blessing on the good, just and righteous
work in which the ONA Committee is
engaged. Amen, and thank you!
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Holy Week begins with a liturgy that celebrates Jesus’
entry into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey. Rev.
Broadbent preaches a sermon entitled “2 Parades.”
Communion is celebrated at both services. At the close
of the service, dancers drape the chancel in black as a
guitar quartet sings “Were you there when they crucified
my Lord?”
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Services at 6:00 (Sunrise Service on the portico), 8:00
(Communion celebrated), 9:00 and 11:00. Rev.
Broadbent preaches a sermon entitled “Something
Happened” on the resurrection account from the Gospel
of Mark. Trumpets. Easter Lilies. Christ the Lord Is Risen
Today.
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Along with the rest of the United Church of Christ, we
recognize an Integrity of Creation Sunday. Rev. Franklin
preaches.
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Today is a service of music to include the Chancel Chaoir,
Handbell Choirs (Bells of Saint Vrain), Children’s Chair,
Flute Choir. We also recognize all artists who have been
a part of making worship at FCUCC lively and beautiful
and relevant.

2008-2009 Worship & Program Year Theme:
“Sustainable Faith”

+ IF
Teacher Appreciation, Our Whole Lives (OWL)
Recognition, Confirmation, Rabbi Don Levy, & Pentecost.




